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 “As baptized Christians, we reach out to the community through worship, prayer, study, and ministry.” 

SEASON AFTER PENTECOST 

What is the season after Pentecost?  The season after 

Pentecost is the longest season of the church year -- it 

lasts from Trinity Sunday (June 3, this year) until the first 

Sunday of Advent. 

The season after Pentecost is centered on our sanctifica-

tion, on the work of the Holy Spirit in our day to day lives 

as Christians.  This is the time to let the Holy Spirit work 

through us as we go about our ordinary lives, the time for 

us to focus on the particular ministry to which each of us 

who are baptized has been called.  This is reflected in the 

season’s liturgical color green, the color of life and 

growth.   

Through the gift of faith that comes only from the Holy 

Spirit working through the means of grace, Christians 

trust in Christ as Savior and proclaim Him in their daily 

lives by service to their neighbors.    

This is the non-festival portion of the liturgical calendar 

during which the church stresses vocation, evangelism, 

missions, stewardship, almsgiving, and other works of 

mercy and charity as ways in which Christ empowers us 

by His grace to share the Gospel with others.   

LIL THOMAS MEMORIAL, AUG. 19, 2:00 

Her daughter, Laurie Mueller, and the family of Lillian 

Walker Thomas, who died on February 20, invites the 

Shepherd by the Sea congregation to a memorial service 

for Lil on Sunday, August 19, at 2:00 at Mary, Star of the 

Sea.  There will be a reception at 3:00 at Del Mar Center 

House on The Sea Ranch. 

 

At age 96 and a lifelong Episcopalian, Lillian was Shepherd 

by the Sea’s oldest member.  She was born and raised in 

Redwood City.  She met and married her husband, Frank, 

in 1942.  After World War II, she taught in the Redwood 

City schools and with her husband raised three daughters 

there.   
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In 1981, she and Frank retired to The Sea Ranch.  Lillian 

served on the Gualala Arts Board when it was planning 

the Arts Center and coordinated the monthly Sea Ranch 

Bridge Group meetings for many years.  She also partici-

pated in community activities including the piano group, 

quilting, needlepoint and the RCMS Auxiliary.  

A member of church choirs for years, Lil’s strong voice 

was heard at Shepherd by the Sea until age and illness 

caught up with her in 2011.  A cheerful presence at Coffee 

Hour, at meetings, and at social events, Lil Thomas was a 

blessing to our congregation.   

MISSION RETREAT – July 29 
Lamar van Gunten 

The Beginning 

It has been six years since the Covenant that founded 

Shepherd by the Sea was signed by the ELCA Sierra Pacific 

Synod and the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California.  

At our annual meeting in January 2012 the Mission Com-

mittee agreed that this would be a good year to assess 

where we think we are as a Church and where we would 

like to be in the future. The Committee decided a retreat 

on the coast within reasonable driving range would be the 

best format for this visioning process.  

After some survey of the possible venues on the Men-

donoma coast, we settled on Ratna Ling, a Buddhist re-

treat center, above Timber Cove.  We held a half-day re-

treat there on Sunday, July 29, 2012.  Seventeen members 

of the congregation attended and Canon Britt Olson and 

the Rev. Kay Rhode of the Episcopal Diocese of Northern 

California facilitated the retreat.   

 
Canon Brit Olson and Lamar van Gunten Lead the Retreat 

The following sections summarize the retreat’s findings. 

Our Common Spiritual History 

A timeline was presented showing three parallel tracks of 

history since 1850.  These were the unfolding history of: 

(1) the world, (2) Shepherd By the Sea and its predeces-

sors, and (3) our personal histories, beginning with our 

baptisms.   

We shared our stories of how we arrived on this coast and 

where we came from, geographically and spiritually.  We 

began to sense the underlying community we form as a 

Church and the intention we nourish to continue this 

community and to grow spiritually together.  

Fr. Gillette and Betty Bechtel and Peter Mohr recounted 

the early Episcopal beginnings, and Linda Kennedy, Andy 

Lang, Lillian Carter, and Dolores Christ had the Lutheran 

history to refresh with us. This was foundational to the 

second part of the retreat in that we proceeded from our 

history to remind ourselves of our core values, to see our 

growing edge opportunities, and our intention to be a 

continuing spiritual community on the Mendonoma coast.  

The Vision 

We affirmed some aspects of our community life that we 

consider our core values and those we want to by all 

means continue. These are: 

• Sunday worship with a unified Liturgy 

• Diversity of supply clergy from both Episcopal and Lu-

theran communions 

• Outreach efforts to the larger community 

We challenged ourselves to develop deeper ministries 

from our own members recognizing that, in our remote 

community, we are point of presence in these ministries: 

• Education/spiritual formation: to offer education be-

yond the Sunday worship hour. The possibility of an Ad-

vent and/or Lent studies was discussed along with sup-

plemental studies from our supply clergy or a visiting 

scholar. 

• Pastoral care: to offer visitation and lay pastoral support 

to our own members from within our own membership.  

The Way Forward 

We are challenged to recognize and encourage those in 

our church community who have gifts that will allow us to 

move forward with this vision. The Episcopal Diocese has 

offered us their resources for training specifically in the 

area of pastoral ministry. 

The Mission Committee is challenged to take on the plan-

ning for the adult education portion of the Vision. Key 

steps would be organizing an education plan and calen-

dar, and lining up the visiting facilitators, ministers, and 

teachers.  

This is a challenging Vision for a small Church of some 33 

souls average Sunday attendance and our goal is to be a 

dynamic, developing spiritual community.  

THE SHEPHERD BY THE SEA PRAYER 
 

In the summer of 2006, as the Shepherd by the Sea Mission was being formalized, a group of members met in a series of 

discussions to explore our ministries.  In one of those discussions, the group composed this communal prayer: 
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The Shepherd by the Sea Prayer 

We thank You, Loving God, for bringing us together as Your community of faith.  Your Spirit continually graces 

us with an abundance of gifts and we are deeply grateful.  We truly have riches beyond measure. 

Give us the capacity to listen generously to one another in order to discern the specific gifts You have bestowed 

on each of us. 

Help us be gentle, truthful, and patient with one another.  Help us encourage, support, and strengthen each 

other.  May we be humble before one another and always be mindful that each of us is Your precious child. 

May we trust Your guiding Spirit as we continue to build this Body of Christ. 

Open our hearts to welcome all who come into our community of faith.  May they experience, by our words 

and actions, Your acceptance and warmth. 

May Your mission of reconciliation and love be our mission.  Keep us ever mindful of Your desire as we strive to 

live out Your Love in all that we do. 

Grant us peace, strength and wisdom to serve You joyously on the Redwood Coast. 

This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen! 

MESSIAH REHEARSALS BEGIN SEPT.  5 

Choir rehearsals for the 3rd annual Messiah Sing will be-

gin on Wednesday, September 5, 5:00 PM, at St. Paul’s 

Community United Methodist Church, Point Arena. 

George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) composed Messiah, 

for choir, soloists, and orchestra in 174I. The work had 

its debut in Dublin, Ireland on April 13, 1742. The pro-

ceeds from this concert were given to charitable pur-

poses.  Every year, from 1750 until his death in 1759, 

Handel, who was known for his generosity, performed 

Messiah as a benefit concert.   

For over 200 years, Messiah has increased in popularity 

and the phenomenon known as the “Messiah Sing,” 

evolved – a high-spirited event with a previously re-

hearsed chorus performing selections from Messiah 

while members of the audience “sing along” with them.   

Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal-Lutheran Mission, along 

with Mary Star of the Sea Roman Catholic Church and 

St. Paul’s Community United Methodist Church spon-

sored the “first annual” Messiah Sing two years ago.  In 

the tradition of George Frideric Handel, the Messiah 

Sing here on the coast is held as a benefit.  Admission is 

by donation and proceeds go to community outreach.  

Rehearsals will be held on Wednesdays, 5:00 – 6:30 PM 

at St. Paul’s Community United Methodist Church, 40 

School St. in Pt. Arena.  Some rehearsals will be limited 

to one or two sections (soprano, alto, tenor, bass).  An 

informal gathering to learn more about the composer 

George Frideric Handel and Messiah, will begin the re-

hearsal on September 5.  Refreshments will be served 

and rehearsal schedules will be available.    

This year, the performances will be held on Friday, De-

cember 7 at 7pm at St. Paul’s in Pt. Arena and Saturday, 

December 8 at 4pm at Mary Star of the Sea in Gualala.  

No audition is necessary to join the chorus and there is no 

cost. Copies of the score of Messiah can be purchased at 

Four-Eyed Frog Books in Cypress Village, Gualala.   

For further information, contact Renata Yardumian at 707-

357-3453 or visit www.shepherdbythesea.org .  

COMING EVENTS 
 

Into the Gaze of God with the Rev. James Knutsen  

A Quiet Day at Bishop’s Ranch, Healdsburg, with the Rev. James 

Knutsen on August 18th, 2012 from 9:00 AM to 8:30 PM.   

Jesus invites us to break away from the distracting world of 

seeing and being "seen by others" to enter the place of the 

Holy One "who is in secret" and who "sees in secret" (Mat-

thew 6:5-6). Dwelling in this place of God's secret gaze must 

have been what enabled Jesus to live and act in his com-

plete freedom and love.  On this Quiet Day we will take time 

to detach from the business of life to enter the loving, liber-

ating Gaze of God. Prayer, worship, brief talks and free time 

for walks, solitude even naps.  End the day with sung Even-

song by the Grace Cathedral Boys Choir after dinner.  The 

cost for the full day program is $70 and will include lunch 

and dinner.  

Total Ministry Fall Gathering, September 21-22 

Each year, congregations from across the Diocese who are 

have adopted or are considering adopting some form of 

Total Ministry gather to share experiences.  This year’s 

Gathering will be held at St. John’s, Marysville, starting in 

the late afternoon of Friday, September 28, and concluding 

mid-afternoon on Saturday, September 29.  Featured will be 

the Diocese’s new Ministry Development Coordinator, the 

Rev. Kay Rohde.  More information will be available soon at 

www.norcalepiscopal.org/total-ministry-fall-gathering.  

West Deanery Fall Convocation, October 27 

The West Deanery Fall Convocation will be on Saturday, Oc-

tober 27, at the Church of the Incarnation, Santa Rosa.  The 
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Convocation will begin at 9:30 and end about 3:00.  A 

key portion of the Convocation will be presentations 

intended to help delegates to Diocesan Convention 

prepare.  The resolutions coming before Diocesan Con-

vention in November will be explained and questions 

answered, the nominees for various Diocesan groups 

(especially Standing Committee and Diocesan Trustees) 

will be introduced, and the budget proposed for 2013 

will be reviewed.   

The Deanery will also continue its organizational activi-

ties as it begins to assume a greater role in operations 

that span the several congregations in the Deanery. 

Diocesan Convention, November 8-9 

Diocesan Convention will be held at the Gaia Hotel, 

Anderson (about ten miles south of Redding).  It will 

begin on Friday afternoon, November 8, and end at or 

before 4:00 PM on Saturday, November 9.  The effi-

ciency with which Convention gets its work done will 

depend on Convention delegates being well prepared. 

THE BIBLE CHALLENGE (TBC) 

As presented in the April-May Newsletter, The Bible 

Challenge (TBC) is a challenge to read the entire Bible in 

a year.  The Diocese of Northern California is preparing 

to take on this challenge, starting in January 2013, so 

we will have the opportunity to be part of a community 

that is reading the entire Bible from beginning to end at 

the same pace.   

The diocese is preparing materials that will aid our read-

ing.  Also available will be a book of 365 daily reflec-

tions. There will be more information available in the 

December-January Newsletter. 

OUR RUSSIAN HERITAGE 

2012 is the bicentennial of the Russian settlement at Ft. 

Ross.  In just three decades (the Russians left in 1841), 

the Russian American Company’s presence on our coast 

was significant for many reasons:  they built California’s 

first ships and windmills, introduced glass-paneled win-

dows, created the first brickyard, catalogued the local 

flora and fauna, completed detailed maps and were 

among California’s earliest scientists and entrepreneurs.  

Fort Ross had other influences: it devastated the coast‘s 

sea otter population, it impeded expansion of Spanish 

influences on the North Coast, it established a lasting 

ambiguous relationship with the Kashia,  and, upon dis-

solution, provided the buildings, weapons, food, and 

equipment for Sutter’s Mill, of Gold Rush fame. 

As part of the bicentennial celebration, a delegation of 

Kashia will be traveling to St. Petersburg, Moscow and 

Tot'ma.  The Kunstkammer Museum in St. Petersburg has a 

collection of Pomo Kashia artifacts; the Kashia will aid in the 

identification of those whose origins and uses have been 

lost in time.  Expeditions to North America for trade and 

exploration started at Tot’ma, which is the birthplace of 

Ivan Kuskov, founder of Fort Ross, and site of a museum of 

Russian-American exploration. 

There was still another influence:  Many of the Russian, 

Creole, and Aleut colonists were Orthodox Christians.  In the 

early 1820s, they drew up plans for a chapel dedicated to 

St. Nicholas.  Helped by the donations of the officers and 

crew of three Russian Navy ships, the chapel was completed 

in 1825 and used for services led by lay readers.  In 1836, 

Father John Veniaminov traveled from Sitka to Ft. Ross and 

conducted services in the chapel.    In later years, Father 

John became Bishop, then Archbishop, and then Metropoli-

tan Innocent.  The Russian Orthodox Church named him 

Saint Innocent following his death in 1879. 

On August 25, the Ft. Ross Chapel will be the venue for a 

Russian Orthodox Mass celebrated by priests from the Rus-

sian Orthodox churches in the United States and Russia.  

The Churches will host a dedication ceremony to honor 

those who lived and died at Ross Colony and to dedicate 

new interpretive panels to be placed at the cemetery.   

St. Innocent of Alaska Episcopal Mission 

In 1997, when the Episcopal Mission changed from a paro-

chial mission of St. Michael’s and All Angels, Ft. Bragg, to a 

diocesan mission, it chose its name to honor the first priest 

to preach at Ft. Ross, St. Innocent of Alaska. 

The Mission’s banner (see Page 1), made by Janet Sears, 

shows St. Innocent in a Russian-American Company ship, 

approaching Ft. Ross, with the chapel in the background. 

When the Bishop Lamb blessed the banner, Janet Sears 

noted its ecumenical nature, depicting a Russian Orthodox 

saint, commissioned for Episcopalians worshipping with Lu-

therans in the Mary, Star of the Sea, Roman Catholic sanc-

tuary, and made by a member of the United Church of 

Christ worshipping with St. Paul’s Methodist congregation. 

St. Innocent of Alaska 
Adapted from Wikipedia 

John Evseyevich Popov-Veniaminov was born August 26, 

1797, in a small village in Russia’s Irkutsk province.  He en-

tered the Irkutsk Theological Seminary when he was 10.  

Ten years later, in 1817, John married and was ordained 

deacon of the Church in Irkutsk, a major city in southern 

Siberia.  He completed his studies in 1818, was a teacher in 

the parish school, and in 1821 was ordained priest.   

In early 1823, Fr. John volunteered to go to the Aleutian 

island of Unalaska.   After much difficulty, he, his aging 

mother, his wife, his infant son, and his brother, arrived at 
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Unalaska in July 1824.  After building an earthen hut to 

live in, he began building a church and learning the local 

languages and dialects. He trained some of his parish-

ioners in construction techniques and with them fin-

ished the church the following July.   Fr. John’s parish 

included the neighboring Fox and Pribilof Islands, to 

which he traveled by canoe. 

Fr. John was multi-talented: a family man, pastor, mis-

sionary, scholar, ethnographer, naturalist, builder, clock 

maker, translator of the Bible and Liturgy into Alaskan 

languages, and defender of Native Americans against 

exploitation by the Russian American Company.   

His travels allowed Fr. John to learn the local dialects. In 

a short time, he mastered six of them and devised a Cy-

rillic-based written language for the most widespread 

dialect, the Unagan dialect of Aleut.   

In 1829, Fr. John journeyed to the Alaskan mainland and 

began preaching to the people there.  In 1834, he 

moved to Novoarkhangelsk, now called Sitka, where he 

studied the language and customs of the Tlingit people.  

In 1836, Fr. John came to Ft. Ross where he conducted 

services in its small, wooden chapel.   Fr. John spent 

three months at the colony.  He visited the Spanish mis-

sions of San Raphael, San Jose, Santa Clara, and San 

Francisco.  At the time of his visit, Fr. John noted that 

15% of the Kashia Pomo population living and working 

in the colony had been baptized as Orthodox Christians.  

In 1838, Fr. John journeyed to St. Petersburg, Moscow, 

and Kiev to report on his activities and request an ex-

pansion of the Church's activities in Russian America. 

While there, he received notice that his wife had died.  

It was suggested that he take vows as a monk, a first 

step toward his consecration in 1840 as Bishop Innocent 

of Kamchatka and Kuril Islands in Russia and the Aleu-

tian Islands in Russian America.  

Bishop Innocent returned to Sitka in 1841, serving nine 

years administering his diocese and taking several long 

missionary journeys to its remote areas.  In April, 1850, 

he was elevated to Archbishop. In 1852, the Yakut 

(Sakha) area of northeastern Russia was added to the 

Kamchatka Diocese, and in September 1853, Arch-

bishop Innocent moved to its principal town, Yakutsk.  

In 1865, Archbishop Innocent was appointed a member 

of the Holy Governing Synod of the Church.   Two years 

later, he was appointed the Metropolitan of Moscow, a 

position in the Russian Orthodox Church roughly 

equivalent to our Episcopal and Lutheran Presiding Bish-

ops.   Innocent died on March 31, 1879, and soon after 

was declared a saint by the Russian Orthodox Church 

77th EPISCOPAL GENERAL CONVENTION 

 

the House of Deputies.  General Convention is said to be the 

largest bicameral legislative body in the world.  General 

Convention is the body that establishes the policies of the 

Episcopal Church, policies to which bishops, clergy, and lay 

leaders are expected to adhere. 

Each triennial convention is significant in the life of the 

Church, but many believe this year’s 77th General Conven-

tion marked important changes.  For the past three dec-

ades, General Convention was dominated by rancorous dis-

cussion of issues of inclusion:  women’s ordination and ra-

cial equality, then the full inclusion of homosexuals and 

transsexuals.  This resulted in significant divisions, some 

leaving the Church, and then difficult legal struggles. 

This year, the results were clear: the Church had committed 

overwhelmingly to inclusion; has a smart, spiritually gifted, 

and reconciling woman Presiding Bishop supported by a 

generation of bishops committed to the Great Command-

ment; and had prevailed in court after court.   

The 77th General Convention did some “clean up” work on 

inclusion – rites for blessing same sex unions with the di-

ocesan bishop’s permission, language in church canons that 

provides for non-discrimination against LGBT Christians, and 

support for Native Americans and Hispanics.   The rites for 

same sex blessings are permissive; no priest or pastor can 

be required to perform such a blessing, but may do so if 

permitted by his or her bishop.  The rites are viewed as im-

portant in those dioceses located in States where same-sex 

marriage is permitted. 

Focus of General Convention 

The central unifying focus of the 77th General Convention 

was on the Church’s mission “to restore all people to unity 

with God and each other in Christ”, as expressed in the 

Book of Common Prayer, and characterized by five “Marks 

of Mission” adopted in the worldwide Anglican Community.  

Five Marks of Mission 

• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 

• To teach, baptize, and nurture new believers 

• To respond to human need by loving service 

• To seek to transform unjust structures of society 

• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and 
sustain and renew the life of the earth  

Every three years, the General 

Convention of the Episcopal 

Church meets.  This year’s General 

Convention in Indianapolis in-

cluded 165 Bishops meeting in the 

House of Bishops and almost 850 

clergy and lay deputies meeting in  
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There was a consensus that the Church of the 21st Cen-

tury couldn’t be an unchanging continuation of the 20th 

Century Episcopal Church.  Neither demographics nor 

economics support “business as usual.”  Indeed, a the-

ology that calls on all baptized persons to engage in 

ministry also calls for a different way of being church.  

The Church needs a theologically sound way to allocate 

its resources for 21st Century needs. 

Re-envisioning and restructuring the Church 

How should the Church change?  There is a consensus 

that the work of the Church rests primarily in the local 

congregations and that the Church hierarchy should be 

the minimum required to support congregations and to 

provide ways for congregations to work together to ful-

fill needs that extend beyond congregational bounda-

ries.  But there are many ideas about how the Church 

should respond – dioceses and deputies offered nearly 

100 different resolutions with their ideas. 

These are issues faced by our diocese; an initial re-

sponse here has been to restructure the diocese to 

place more responsibility and greater decision-making 

at the congregational and deanery levels.  This was 

done in a two-year process that sought input from all 

sectors of the diocese. 

The Convention established a special task force of up to 

24 representatives from all parts of the church that will 

meet in the next two years to review reforms to struc-

ture, governance and administration.   Nominations are 

being solicited widely until August 23; members of the 

task force will be appointed by September 30.  

The task force is to be accountable directly to the Gen-

eral Convention, independent of existing governing 

structures (to maintain a high degree of autonomy), 

with a membership that reflects the diversity of the 

Church and includes some who have not been part of 

the Church’s institutional leadership. 

The task force is charged to gather information and 

ideas from congregations, dioceses and provinces, and 

other interested individuals and organizations, including 

those not often heard from and engage other resources 

to provide information and guidance. 

After convening a special gathering with at least a 

bishop, a lay deputy, a clerical deputy, and one person 

under the age of 35 from each diocese to receive re-

sponses to its proposed recommendations to the 78th 

General Convention (in Salt Lake City, July 2015), the 

task force is to make its final report and recommenda-

tions to the Church by November 2014, along with the 

resolutions necessary to implement them, including 

proposed amendments to the Constitution and Canons 

of the Church.  The objective is to have full discussion of the 

proposals prior to the 78th General Convention. 

Although this may seem to be a lengthy process, for a delib-

erative body like the Church, cognizant of a 2000 year old 

mission, ministry, and tradition, this represents a unani-

mous commitment to careful and systematically thoughtful, 

but rapid and energetic change. 

Budget 

Earlier this year, Church Center’s staff prepared a budget for 

thee next three years that proposed incremental changes to 

the budget for the past three years.  There was much con-

troversy about that budget.   

In the Spring, Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefforts Schori 

proposed an alternative that sought to relate expenditures 

to the Five Marks of Mission.  General Convention’s Pro-

gram, Budget, and Finance Committee used this alternative 

as the basis for the three-year, $111,516,032 budget that 

Convention adopted. 

The expectation is this model of building budgets based on 

the most effective use of resources for achieving the 

Church’s mission is expected to be further developed during 

the re-envisioning process. 

Israeli-Palestinian Peace and the Diocese of Jerusalem 

Northern California’s Bishop Barry Beisner has become one 

of the Episcopal Church’s leaders regarding the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict and its effects on the churches of the 

Middle East, especially the Diocese of Jerusalem.  He spon-

sored and General Convention adopted Resolution B019, a 

resolution that will enable the Episcopal Church to play a 

more active role in seeking peace and supporting the 

Church in the Holy Land. 

B019 is even-handed. It assumes Israelis and Palestinians 

will have to negotiate very difficult issues, and places the 

Episcopal Church in a supportive, honest broker, role. 

Alexander D. Baumgarten, the director of the Episcopal 

Church’s Office of Government Relations, has written a 

commentary o the resolution, Convention’s bold – and uni-

fying – call to Israeli-Palestinian peace, available at 

http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens that notes how 

central ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is in his work.  

He goes on to say: 

“One of the sentiments I hear most frequently from col-

leagues and friends is frustration with the fact that the 

peace process is undeniably stalled and that conditions for 

those living with the conflict are worsening. That’s a frustra-

tion I share. What is the game changer, we all ask, that will 

get this process unstuck? What can we do that we aren’t 

already doing? 
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Baumgartner believes that B019, which had solid sup-

port by bishops and deputies with wide-ranging views, 

provides some exciting and hopeful answers to those 

questions.  It calls for a three years of intense teaching, 

learning, and advocacy around the conflict.  

For 30 years, the Episcopal Church (and the ELCA) has 

supported  a two-state solution in which a secure and 

universally recognized Israel, the homeland for the Jew-

ish people, lives alongside a free, viable, and secure 

state for the Palestinian people, with a shared Jerusa-

lem as the capital of both states.  B019 reaffirms that 

support, but strengthens it with a call to enlarge the 

number of congregations and individual Episcopalians 

committed to working, through education and advo-

cacy, toward that vision becoming a reality.  

As Baumgartner say, “Equally importantly, the resolu-

tion calls for us to invite others into the conversation: 

Palestinians, Israelis, Jews, Muslims, and other Chris-

tians. There are to be no outcasts in the conversation, 

and all voices are welcome on equal terms.”  

B019 also calls for investment of our own time and 

treasure in Palestine, with a commitment to visiting, 

and being in partnership with, the Diocese of Jerusalem, 

the Anglican Church in Israel and the Palestinian territo-

ries. The Bishop of Jerusalem, Suheil Dawani, has re-

peatedly stressed the need for outside investment and 

the creation of economic, healthcare, and education 

infrastructure.   B019 is responsive to that need. 

In January 2013, Bishop Beisner will lead a group of 

Church leaders on a mission to Israel and Palestine to 

meet with Bishop Dawani, other Christian leaders, and 

with Israelis and Palestinians who are committed to 

reaching peaceful accords.  This trip will begin laying the 

ground for the Episcopal Church’s more active role.   

In April, Bishop Beisner and his wife, the Rev. Ann Hal-

lisey, will lead a group open to all in the Diocese, on a 

tour of the Holy Land. 

For More Information 

News and video about General Convention are at:  

http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/gc2012/ and 

http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/ 

NATIONAL LUTHERAN YOUTH GATHERING 
Bishop Mark Holmerud writes of the ELCA Youth Gath-

ering that took place in New Orleans in July: 

The largest gathering of adults EVER in the ELCA took 

place at the National Lutheran Youth Gathering in New 

Orleans - nearly 8,000 people.  That's right, I said 

adults.  The combined total of Youth, Multicultural 

Youth Leaders, Definitely-Abled Youth Leaders and those 

afore-mentioned adults was OVER 35,000 people!  When we 

gathered for worship in the Superdome on Sunday morning, 

we were the largest worshipping congregation in the United 

States.  But of all the amazing things that happened during 

the days we spent in New Orleans last week, two moments, 

both on Friday, truly stand out for me: 

1. Being with over 500 young adults and adult leaders and 

pastors from our synod on "Practice Discipleship Day" and 

witnessing the good spirit, the joy and the willingness to 

serve that was much in evidence (in spite of torrential 

downpours and wind and thunder and lightning), and 

2. The close of our time on Friday night in the Superdome, 

when we were truly blessed by the song "Hallelujah" 

(yeah, the one from "Shrek"), but with very powerful 

words that speak of God's persistent love for us in Jesus.  

As the song was finishing, it seemed as if all 35,000 people 

in the Dome joined together in singing that beautiful cho-

rus. 

I drew strength and blessing from these moments, and from 

seeing pastors and youth workers of our synod's congrega-

tions and leaders from the Sierra Pacific Synod Youth Com-

mittee (SPSYC) and Pr. Katy Grindberg of our synod staff 

working together to lead worship, Bible study, prayer and 

deep conversation about what it means to be a disciple of 

Jesus.  It was a powerful moment to be the bishop for our 

synod's ministry and to be invited into this experience to 

preach and pray and serve.  It was just one of the ways this 

past week that I believe the vast majority of the youth who 

attended the gathering will describe it (maybe not now, but 

at some point) as a "life-changing experience." 

 

My hope and prayer is that the people of this synod will be 

ready to gather around these young people and hear their 

stories.   Please, be ready to hear the good news of what 
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was said and done in New Orleans by these "orange-

shirted" youth who were VERY visible to the many peo-

ple who are still recovering from the effects of Hurricane 

Katrina, people who took many opportunities to express 

their appreciation to "our" youth with waves and honks 

of horns and words of thanks. 

Please, be ready to listen as the learning and service 

experiences of these young women and men might 

spring up into ideas in the coming weeks and months for 

how our congregations and this synod can continue the 

work that was begun in our time together at the Gather-

ing.  I pray we will be ready to respond to what I believe 

is a call from the Holy Spirit to provide tangible ways for 

the youth of this synod to live out their "kinetic faith" - a 

faith that yearns to be expressed in movement and vital 

worship and service to others. 

I pray we will make room in our ministries for these 

young people to take the grace and forgiveness they 

received in their baptism and which they affirmed at 

their confirmation "out for a walk" now and again - a 

walk that would only be made more meaningful by par-

ents and peers and pastors and congregational leaders 

saying, "Yes, I want to hear how this experience has 

changed you, and could possibly change me, too."  "Tell 

me what you heard from your leaders and your friends 

and in worship and in Ephesians that is telling you this 

experience didn't end for you when you got off the plane 

or the train or the bus that brought you home."  "Tell me 

where you think we can walk together from here." "Oh, 

and tell me why you think Bp. Mark said that song from 

'Shrek' was so amazing..." 

ELCA LEADERS SUPPORT EVANGELICAL 
CALL FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM 
Adapted from ELCA News Service 

Three senior leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), the Rev. Jessica Crist, chair of the 

ELCA Conference of Bishops and bishop of the ELCA 

Montana Synod, Presiding Bishop Mark Hansen, and the 

Rev. H. Julian Gordy, bishop of the ELCA Southeastern 

Synod, Atlanta, and chair of the ELCA Conference of 

Bishops' Task Force on Immigration have written in 

support of the recent statement, Evangelical Statement 

of Principles for Immigration Reform, signed by more 

than 100 evangelical Christian leaders who are calling 

for a bipartisan solution to U.S. immigration reform. 

Evangelical Statement of Principles for Immigration Reform 

Our national immigration laws have created a moral, eco-

nomic and political crisis in America. Initiatives to remedy this 

crisis have led to polarization and name calling in which op-

ponents have misrepresented each other’s positions as open 

borders and amnesty versus deportations of millions. This false 

choice has led to an unacceptable political stalemate at the fed-

eral level at a tragic human cost. 

As evangelical Christian leaders, we call for a bipartisan solution 

on immigration that: 

• Respects the God-given dignity of every person 

• Protects the unity of the immediate family 

• Respects the rule of law 

• Guarantees secure national borders 

• Ensures fairness to taxpayers 

• Establishes a path toward legal status and/or citizenship for 

those who qualify and who wish to become permanent resi-

dents 

We urge our nation’s leaders to work together with the American 

people to pass immigration reform that embodies these key prin-

ciples and that will make our nation proud. 

The ELCA has long called for comprehensive federal immi-

gration reform and has supported the DREAM Act – legisla-

tion that would provide a path for citizenship for undocu-

mented immigrant youth. 

In their response, ELCA leaders said that the evangelical 

principles echo some of the ELCA's own principles, such as 

respecting the God-given dignity of every person, upholding 

family unity, and establishing a pathway to legal status and 

citizenship for undocumented immigrants. 

"Working with our evangelical brothers and sisters on be-

half of immigrants and refugees is a witness to Christian 

unity, enacted in service to our neighbors," said the Rev. 

Jessica Crist.    

"We are a church that is deeply rooted -- and always made 

new," wrote the ELCA leaders. "To this day, we are 

strengthened and reformed by the new immigrants joining 

our congregations and communities. Through our congrega-

tions, synods, agencies and institutions, as well as millions 

of individual members, we continue to preach, teach, advo-

cate and work with and on behalf of America's newcomers." 

The principles articulated in the statement are also sup-

ported by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' Commit-

tee on Migration.  The Episcopal Church, through its Gov-

ernment Affairs office in Washington, DC, has advocated for 

immigration reform for more than ten years, seeking reform 

based on principles similar to those held by the ELCA. 

Along with the religious community, the ELCA "will continue 

to call on Congress and the administration to work together 

to pass into law federal immigration reform that recognizes 

that our nation has achieved greatness due to the resil-

ience, labor, intellect and faith of the immigrants who join 

our communities in the United States." 
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SUPPLY CLERGY 

The Rev. Mack Olson – August 5 

 

Pastor John Moren – August 12 

 

The Rev. James Knutsen – August 19, September 30 

 

Pastor Vern Holmes – August 26, September 23 

 

The Rev. Harry Allagree – September 2, 16  

 

Pastor Walter Pieper – September 9 

Pastor Pieper is senior in our corps of 

supply clergy.  We welcome him and 

his wife, Janice, with open arms.  We 

have appreciated his wisdom and 

guidance.  His faith in our ecumenical 

incarnation of the Christian Church 

has been contagious.   

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 

Please pray for those who are ill, those facing surgery, and 

those who are recovering from illness or surgery, Pat Bailey, 

Beva Farmer, Sara Wohlken Foer, Bishop Jerry Lamb, Peter 

Mohr, Diane Porter (Deacon Trish Ross’s daughter undergo-

ing treatment for brain cancer), Liz Rugaber, and Hazel Stitt, 

for their families, and for their caregivers.   

Please pray for those who mourn the deaths of beloved 

family members and friends, especially those who mourn 

Linda Crockett and David (Texas Jon) Jones. 

Please pray for those who travel, that their travels may be 

safe, satisfying, and joyful.   Pray especially for Canon Brit 

Olson as she travels in South Sudan.  

Please pray for those who exercise ministries of leadership 

in our community that they may provide kind, compassion-

ate, and sure leadership. 

Please pray for those serving in Afghanistan and Iraq and for 

those whom they are serving.  Please pray for peace in the 

Sudan, Palestine, Israel, Libya, Syria, and the rest of North 

Africa and the Middle East.   

Please pray for those left in need by disasters: floods, tor-

nados, hurricanes, earthquakes, and tsunami. 

Please pray for those who are persecuted by the fearful and 

bigoted that they may be safe.  Pray for the fearful and big-

oted that they may be healed. 

Please pray for the clients of the Food Bank and the Senior 

Center. 

Please pray for families, especially children, living in pov-

erty.  Please pray for the poor, the hungry, the thirsty, and 

the naked.  Pray for those for whom the Millennium Devel-

opment Goals promise life.   

Prayer requests should be given to Lynda O’Brien, Mary Ei-

denberger, or Betty Bechtel.  Prayer requests also can be 

made using the Shepherd by the Sea website, 

www.shepherdbythesea.org.     

OUTREACH 
 

South Coast Seniors 

South Coast Seniors, Inc., the parent of the community’s 

Senior Center, provides senior lunches in Pt. Arena and Gua-

The Rev. Harry Allagree is a frequent 

visitor to Shepherd by the Sea.  A re-

tired Priest, he lives in Cotati.  For 11 

years, Rev. Allagree was Regional Mis-

sioner for churches in Ukiah, Lakeport, 

and Willits.  He leads retreats and 

serves as supply for churches in our 

Deanery.     

 

The Rev. Mack Olson was or-

dained at St. John’s, Petaluma, 

on March 24.  He holds an 

M.Div. from the Iliff School of 

Theology, came to California in 

2007 as Director of Judicial Af-

fairs at Sonoma State University, 

and serves now as a hospital 

chaplain.  We welcome him 

back. 

The Rev. James (Jaime) Knutsen is a 

frequent visitor, now living in Santa 

Rosa.  Having served several par-

ishes, he now is a retreat leader and 

spiritual director.  On August 19, he 

also will officiate at the Memorial 

Service for Lil Thomas. 

Retired Pastor John Moren and his 

wife, Joan, are from the Lutheran 

Church of the Incarnation, Davis, 

where he was the pastor for 22 

years (1973-1995).  Pastor Moren 

has visited Shepherd by the Sea 

several times. 

Pastor Holmes describes himself 

as a progressive child of God of 

the Lutheran Christian persuasion.  

He retired following 20 in parish 

ministry and 15 serving on church-

wide and synod staff as a steward-

ship specialist.  Married to Marcia 

for 49 years, with two children and 

four grandchildren. His passion is 

teaching biblical theology. 
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lala, the local Meals on Wheels services, the Point Arena 

Food Bank, and other services for seniors.   

Our monetary support has been augmented by grants 

from Episcopal Community Services, our hosting each 

year one or two of the monthly Spaghetti Dinner fund-

raisers, and the volunteer efforts of individual Mission 

members.  At this time, South Coast Seniors is seeking 

community members to serve as Board members, grant 

writers and fundraisers, and volunteers who can help 

with the Meals on Wheels program, the lunch pro-

grams, outreach programs, and administration.  If you 

can help, call the Senior Center at 882-2137. 

On Friday, September 28, Shepherd by the Sea will next 

host a Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser.  We’ll prepare the 

meal, serve it, and then clean up.  There will be more 

information and sign-up sheets in September. 

Gualala Food Bank 

The Gualala Food Bank is serving an increasing number 

of families in Gualala and at The Sea Ranch.  Food sup-

plies come from the Redwood Empire Food Bank in 

Santa Rosa and the Fort Bragg Food Bank distribution 

center.  The local supermarkets generously provide 

produce and other commodities at no or reduced cost. 

Please talk with Linda Kennedy if you would like to help 

bring foodstuffs from the Redwood Empire Food Bank 

warehouse in Santa Rosa and for distributing the food at 

Gualala Baptist Church.   

There always is a need for volunteer help on distribution 

days.  Set-up for food distributions begins at the Gualala 

Baptist Church about 9:00 with food collection from the 

supermarkets.  Distribution is 11:00 – 12:30.  Clean-up ends 

by 1:00.  Next distributions will be on Fridays, August 10 and 

24 and September 14 and 28.  

EVENTS CALENDAR 
8/5  Pentecost 10;  The Rev. Mack Olson 

8/10  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

8/12  Pentecost 11:  Pastor John Moren 

8/19  Pentecost 12:  The Rev. James Knutsen 

  Memorial Service for Lil Thomas, 2:00 

8/24  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

8/26  Pentecost 13:  Pastor John Moren 

9/2  Pentecost 14:  The Rev. Harry Allagree 

9/9  Pentecost 15:  Pastor Walter Pieper 

9/14  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

9/16  Pentecost 16:  The Rev. Harry Allagree 

9/23  Pentecost 17:  Pastor Vern Holmes 

9/28  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

  Senior Center Spaghetti Dinner, 3:00-7:30 

9/30  Pentecost 18:  The Rev. James Knutsen 

“As baptized Christians, we reach out to the community through worship, prayer, study, and ministry.” 

Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Mission 

P.O. Box 691 

Gualala, CA  95445-0691 

 

 

 


