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                                                          Temptation of Christ                                  Botticelli 

Newsletter  

Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Mission 
www.shepherdbythesea.org 

Gualala, California 

February – March, 2013 

 “As baptized Christians, we reach out to the community through worship, prayer, study, and ministry.” 

 

 

 

 

LENT BEGINS ON ASH WEDNESDAY, FEB. 13 

Adapted from an article by The Rev. Sherridan Harrison  

The 40 days of Lent, Palm Sunday, and Holy Week lead us 

to the Passion of Christ on Good Friday.  Lent is a time of 

disciplined self-examination and penitence, demon-

strated by self-denial and acts of compassion.  Lent is the 

time of preparation for the agony of the Cross and for the 

joyous celebration of Easter and the Resurrection.   

On Ash Wednesday, we are invited “to the observance of 

a holy Lent.”  We are invited to self examination, repen-

tance, prayer, fasting, self-denial, and reading and medi-

tating on scripture.  The traditional Lenten practices all 

seem to involve subtracting rather than adding.  They 

seem to emphasize sacrifice, giving up - giving up vanity, 

self-righteousness, immediate gratification, background 

noise, some spontaneity and personal preference. 

But in God’s economy, giving up is inseparable from gain. 

Lent invites us to experiment with giving up in order to 

gain grace-full space – space in our days, minds, hearts 

and souls.  Such space is as countercultural for us as giv-

ing up.  Our society doesn’t place much value on silence, 

fallowness, inefficiency, waiting, rest, Sabbath, unstruc-

tured play, open-ended process. Our aversion to such 

“nothingness” is akin to fear. But, as Richard Rohr, a 

priest and author, observes: “The nothingness we fear is, 

in fact, the treasure we long for. We long for space where 

there is nothing to prove and nothing to protect; where I 

am who I am, and it’s enough. Spirituality teaches us how 

to get naked so God can love us as we really are.”  

That’s the promise of Lent, the giftedness of the stripping 

away: more and more space for glorious intimacy with 

God, with self, and with each other.  So the invitation to 

mark the forty days of Lent with some intentional space-

making, consciousness-heightening, body-restoring, or 

spirit-liberating practice really is an invitation that offers 

new possibilities for belonging, pleasure, discovery, ac-

ceptance, release, companionship, adventure, delight. 

ASH WEDNESDAY – FEBRUARY 13, 6:00 pm, MARY 
STAR 

The Shepherd by the Sea congregation is again invited to 

participate in the Ash Wednesday service at Mary, Star of 

the Sea Church at 6:00 pm, February 13.  In the service, 

which marks the beginning of Lent, we will come to the 

altar twice.  The first time we come, we will be marked 

on the forehead by ashes in the form of a cross.  The sec-

ond time, we will receive the Sacraments, the Body and 

Blood of Christ.   
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PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 24 

Palm Sunday marks Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusa-

lem, celebrated joyously with palm leaves and flowers by 

exultant followers.  Palm Sunday also marks the begin-

ning of the intense confrontation with another group, the 

power structure of Rome and Israel, that leads to Jesus’ 

Passion on the Cross. 

Our Palm Sunday service will mark the highs and lows of 

Holy Week, beginning with a happy procession with 

palms starting at the gate to Mary, Star of the Sea.  And 

then the long Passion story will be read as the Gospel, 

this year from Luke.  The Rev. Jamie Knutsen will be the 

celebrant and preacher.  

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 29 

The climax of Holy Week is Good Friday, the day of the 

Crucifixion, followed by the emptying time before Easter 

and the Resurrection when love triumphs over evil, life in 

God triumphs over the death of life without God. 

Good Friday Service 

The traditional ecumenical Good Friday service – Stations 

of the Cross followed by low Mass – will be held at Noon 

at St. Aloysius Church, 70 School Street, Point Arena.  

Following the service, there will be a soup lunch at St. 

Paul’s Community United Methodist Church, down the 

block from St. Aloysius. 

The Episcopal Church Good Friday Offering 

While the offering at our local Good Friday service will go 

to meet local needs, the traditional Good Friday offering 

in Episcopal churches has gone to the Episcopal Diocese 

in Jerusalem and the Middle East, including congrega-

tions in Iraq, Palestine, Jerusalem, and other Middle 

Eastern countries where violent persecution occurs.  

EASTER:  MARCH 31 

Easter Service, 9:00 AM, Mary Star of the Sea Church 

 
 

Cross of Flowers 

Again this year, we will be decorating a wire mesh cross 

with flowers, at the entrance to Mary Star.  The deco-

rated cross invites us and then our Roman Catholic broth-

ers and sisters into the Easter celebration.  Please bring 

flowers to the Easter service and put them on the cross.  

The flowers can be from your yard, your neighbor’s yard, 

wild flowers, just flowers.   

Easter Brunch 

To celebrate our Risen Lord, we will gather at the Gualala 

Arts Center following the service for a celebration 

brunch.  Sign up later in March to help with the brunch. 

DAVIS LUTHERAN CHOIR, MARCH 3 

For many years, the Davis Lutheran Choir has come to 

the coast for a weekend retreat.   On the Sunday of the 

retreat, they have offered their music as part of a service 

Davis Lutheran leads at Shepherd by the Sea.  This year, 

they will have their retreat March 1-3.  The special ser-

vice will be March 3rd. 

Also traditional is a Saturday potluck dinner that begins 

with a viewing of sunset (weather permitting).  This year 

on March 2nd we may get a special treat as Linda Kennedy 

and Andy Lang are hoping that we can use their new 

home as the venue for the dinner. 

SHEPHERD BY THE SEA ANNUAL MEETING,  

The Seventh Annual Meeting of Shepherd by the Sea 

Episcopal Lutheran Mission was held at Gualala Arts Cen-

ter after the service on Sunday, January 13, and a potluck 

brunch organized by Ginger Veys (thank you, Ginger!). 

Senior Warden Lamar Van Gunten reviewed the Mis-

sion’s accomplishments and developments in 2012: 

• The Davis Lutheran Church Choir conducted a service 

with special music. 

• The Mission continued to provide leadership, volun-

teers at food distributions and financial support for the 

Gualala Food Bank.  The support included a $1500 

grant from the Episcopal Community Services being 

used to construct a storage area. 

• The Mission maintained outreach giving of 40% of total 

expenses. 

• A half day Vision Retreat, facilitated by Canon Britt Ol-

son and Rev. Kay Rohde, identified Christian Education 

and Pastoral Care as areas for development by the Mis-

sion. 

• A three session Advent series, Awake in Advent: Wait, 

Watch, and Wonder, was led by The Rev. Jamie Knut-

sen. 

• The Mission produced and supported the Third Annual 

Community Messiah Sing, with performances at St. 

Paul’s, Pt. Arena, and at Mary, Star of the Sea. 

• The Mission, led by Marjie Van Gunten, organized the 

21st annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols on 

Christmas Eve at Gualala Arts Center. 

• Led by Paul Batchelder, the Mission hosted the Sep-

tember Spaghetti Dinner for the benefit of the South 

Coast Seniors at the Gualala Community Center. 

• The Mission had a two-day celebration of Fr. Gillett and 

Betty Bechtel’s twenty year ministry among us  

Easter will be a joyful celebration of 

Our Lord’s resurrection.  Pastor Wal-

ter Pieper will return to Shepherd by 

the Sea to preach and celebrate at 

this year’s Easter Sunday Eucharist.  

It is with a bit of a gulp that we real-

ize that Fr. Gillett Bechtel will not be 

here to con-celebrate. 
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• In anticipation of Dolores Christ’s moving, the Mission 

closed the church office in Dolores’ garage and moved 

items into a storage locker. 

Dan Chang, Treasurer, reported that Shepherd by the Sea 

had a deficit of $2050 in 2012 which was covered by 

transferring money from the reserves.  The year-end bal-

ance for all funds was $333,081.44.  In order not to have 

to transfer money from the reserves in 2013, Dan sug-

gested that members of the congregation should con-

sider increasing their pledges by 10%.  Dan was rewarded 

for his first year as the Mission’s Treasurer by unanimous 

election as Treasurer for 2013.  

Lamar Van Gunten presented the parochial report show-

ing the 2012 Average Sunday Attendance as 33. 

Joan Jordan gave the music report which included Mes-

siah Sing and Lessons and Carols.  Lamar Van Gunten re-

ported on the Advent series, a good albeit expensive be-

ginning for adult education. 

Linda Kennedy reported on the Gualala Food Bank, the 

Mission’s most significant outreach effort.  Linda is re-

placing Peter Mohr on the Food Bank Board.  Peter was 

thanked for his 15 years of service to the Food Bank. 

Joanne Corey was nominated to serve on the Mission 

Committee replacing Linda Kennedy who completed her 

three-year term.  Joanne was elected unanimously.  Be-

cause no one came forward, no delegates Diocesan Con-

vention were elected.   

MISSION COMMITTEE OFFICERS 

 The Mission Committee met on January 25 and elected 

Lamar Van Gunten as Chair (Senior Warden), Bob Tollef-

son as Vice Chair (Junior Warden), and Joan Jordan as 

Secretary (Clerk).  Ginger Veys and Joanne Corey are the 

other members of the Mission Committee. 

THE NEWSLETTER 

Two questions:  

• How would you like to receive the Newsletter?  We 

post the Newsletter as a pdf file on the Website, 

www.shepherdbythesea.org, and can send you an e-

mail when it is posted.  Alternatively, we can continue 

to send you print copies.  If you prefer receiving the 

Newsletter electronically, please indicate your prefer-

ence in an e-mail sent from the Website Home Page. 

• What changes would you like to see in the Newsletter?  

Now is a good time to rethink the format and content.  

Please give your suggestions to any member of the 

Mission Committee. 

LAY MINISTRY CONFERENCE – FEB. 16 

Shepherd by the Sea, like many Episcopal and Lutheran 

congregations, functions because large numbers of lay 

members take on lay ministry roles.  At our services, we 

have readers, ushers, altar guild, Eucharistic Ministers, 

and so forth.  In addition, all our outreach activities are 

lay-led. 

The Diocesan Commission on Ministry, through its Com-

mittee on Lay Ministry (CLM) has developed a set of 

workshops to give lay ministers tools to enhance their 

skills.  They are sponsoring a Lay Ministry Conference on 

February 16, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM, at Church of the Incar-

nation, 550 Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa.  

Conference participants can choose three one-hour 

workshops from the following: 

• Eucharistic Minister Development.  Eucharistic Minis-

ters (also known as chalice bearers or eucharistic assis-

tants) assist the clergy in the distribution of the bread 

and wine at Communion.  Deacon Bob Olsen of St. 

George’s, Carmichael will lead. 

• Preaching #1 and #2.  The Rev. Dr. Linda Clader, Pro-

fessor of Homiletics at Church Divinity School of the 

Pacific (CDSP) will lead a two-hour workshop for lay 

members interested in preaching.   Lay Preachers 

preach regularly in many congregations in the diocese. 

• The Catechumenate & Catechist Licensing.  Catechists 

prepare people for Baptism, Confirmation, and Recep-

tion.  The Diocese licenses lay members who are 

trained catechists. The workshop will discuss develop-

ment of this ministry within a congregation. 

• Breaking Bread with Jesus: Food Outreach Ministries.  

A panel from the Church of the Incarnation, Santa Rosa 

will lead a discussion of the origin and operation of 

their food outreach ministries.  

• When you are Up Front on Sunday Morning.  Dean 

Matt Lawrence of the Russian River Deanery will lead 

an interactive workshop for Lay Worship Leaders. 

• Eucharistic Visitor Development.  Eucharistic Visitors 

are licensed by the Diocese to take communion from 

the Sunday service to those who cannot come to 

church.  They usually conduct an abbreviated service 

that includes an informal summary of the lessons and 

sermon and administration of communion.  The work-

shop will cover pastoral and practical elements of Eu-

charistic Visits. 

• Praying in Color.  Drawing in color can support inter-

cessory prayer, focusing attention on the object of 

prayer as explained by Mary Boeger, Chair of the CLM.  

• Evangelism Facilitator.  In 2012, the Episcopal General 

Convention asked that there be someone in every con-

gregation charged with evangelism.  Recognizing that 

all lay members are called to be evangelists, our dio-

cese has created a training and license for people who 

will facilitate the gifts for evangelism among a congre-

gation’s members.  In this workshop, Jo Ann Williams 

of the CLM will introduce this  new ministry. 
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• Bereavement & Grief Ministries.  Members of the Di-

ocesan Health Ministries Committee will facilitate this 

workshop on developing resources in congregations to 

minister to those suffering with grief. 

• Ministry Tools: Bibles & Lectionaries.  Harry Fox of the 

LCM will conduct a workshop exploring the various Bi-

ble translations and lectionaries available for lay litur-

gists and Bible students. 

• Congregational Commissions on Ministry (CCOM).  

The first step for someone who feels called to ordained 

ministry as a deacon or priest is a time of discernment 

with his/her congregations CCOM.  Only when the 

CCOM endorses the individual’s call can she/he be con-

sidered by the Diocese.  Jo Ann Williams will conduct 

this workshop discussing formation and training of 

CCOMs. 

• Total Ministry for Large & Small Congregations.  Mem-

bers of the Diocesan Total Ministry Development 

Group will facilitate a workshop on Total Ministry, the 

Diocese’s approach for building strong lay-led congre-

gations.  

Registration is 9-9:30 AM.  A plenary session will begin at 

9:30 followed by workshop from 9:30 AM – 2:45 PM, fol-

lowed by a closing worship.  The Conference is open to 

all.  Morning continental breakfast and lunch will be pro-

vided.  A $20.00 registration fee includes your confer-

ence, meals, and materials.  Please pre-register and pay 

in advance.   

There will be two additional, similar conferences this 

year, on March 9 at St. John's Episcopal Church, Marys-

ville, and on May 18 at St. Alban's Episcopal Church, Ar-

cata.  For more information, please contact Mary Boeger 

at mary_boeger@att.net. 

CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP CON-
FERENCE – MARCH 2 

Each year, the Diocese offers regional Congregational 

Leadership Conferences (CLCs) that provide practical 

tools for congregational leaders.  Our regional CLC will be 

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM on Saturday, March 2, at St. John’s 

Episcopal Church, 40 Fifth Street, Petaluma. 

This year’s CLCs will focus on how various congregations 

are working to engage mission – the mission of the indi-

vidual congregation, of the Diocese and of the Church.  

There will be plenary sessions on: 

• Apportionment Review Update.  The formula for ap-

portionment – the amount assessed a congregation for 

Diocesan expenses – is under review.  The results of 

the review will lead to proposed revisions that will be 

put to a vote at the Diocesan Convention in November. 

• Best Practices in Engaging Mission.  Some congrega-

tions are better at engaging in their local mission than 

others.  There is a growing body of knowledge about 

what works and what does not. 

• Connecting and Collaborating: How to Maximize Your 

Resources.  While a congregation might not contain all 

the resources needed to engage its mission, it can col-

laborate with others to achieve its mission. 

• Leaving a Legacy.  Legacy giving is a way to ensure that 

congregations have the financial strength to continue 

engaging in mission, even in tough times. 

After lunch, participants will have a choice of four work-

shops: 

• Introduction to Ministry for First-time Mission Com-

mittee Members.  Bishop Beisner will lead this over-

view of the roles and responsibilities of congregational 

leadership. 

• Missional Communities: Creative Ways of Engaging 

New People.  Canon Britt Olson, the Rev. Kay Rohde, 

and Monica Romano will lead a workshop on creative 

ways to engage in evangelism. 

• The TMR (Treasurer’s Monthly Report) and Congrega-

tion Audits, led by Lisa Bruno, the Diocese’s Director of 

Finance and Administration. 

• Property and Liability Insurance/Risk Management, 

led by insurance expert Canon Holly McAlpen. 

Books that relate to congregations engaging in mission in 

the 21st Century include: 

• Missional Communities: The Rise of the Post-Congre-

gational Church, by Reggie McNeal, Wiley, 2011.  

• Missional Renaissance: Changing the Scorecard for the 

Church by Reggie McNeal, Wiley, 2009.  

• Emergence Christianity: What It Is, Where It Is Going, 

and Why It Matters, by Phyllis Tickle, Baker Books, 

2012. 

• Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and the 

Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening, by Diana Butler 

Bass, HarperOne, 2012. 

There is no fee for the CLC and lunch is provided.  Other 

regional CLCs, with the same agenda, will be held at 

Christ Church, Eureka, on February 9, Trinity Cathedral, 

Sacramento, on February 16, and at St. John's, Chico on  

February 23.   

Visit www.norcalepiscopal.org/clc for additional informa-

tion and online registration. 

BEING ONE CHURCH 

In a recent Sierra Pacific Synod E-Newsletter, the Rev. 

Terrance A. Jacob, the Synod’s Director for Evangelical 

Mission, had some reflections on the 21st Century church 

and its mission: 

Some years ago, I was meeting with a Roman Catholic 

priest to explore his passions and self-interest.  It was fas-
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cinating to hear his story, his sense of call, all the steps he 

had to take before being installed as priest, including the 

vast and broad spectrum of formal education he had to 

"enjoy" before he was placed in a parish.  Not to mention 

the three vows of poverty, chastity and obedience... 

After that, I asked the priest what his ambitions and pas-

sions were for the future.  His response was, "I would like 

to work on the Church becoming One!"  "So," I asked, 

"you must really mean that there should be one Catholic 

Church, right?"  "Of course!  That's how it used to be... 

and that is where it should return to." 

 My community-organizer agitational response to this 

priest was, "We sometimes declare broad, unattainable 

goals so that no one can hold us accountable to them and 

at no time will we need to say how far we are in achiev-

ing them!"  He was not amused. 

 I wonder if, when the ELCA was formed 25 years ago, 

and we declared that we would be 10 percent people of 

color or people whose primary language was other than 

English, whether we were as guilty as my dear friend, the 

Roman Catholic priest?  After 25 years, we are still not 

even 5 percent.  I could write volumes offering in-depth 

analyses of the problem, but I'll resist that.   

Please look at the Multicultural Ministries pages on the 

ELCA website, www.elca.org  to see what we are doing as 

the ELCA to give expression to our goal.  Have we not 

achieved it because not many of us know about it!? 

 I invite us all to educate ourselves and to connect with 

someone who is from an ethnic group other than our 

own.  Go further to imagine a church, your local church 

engaging cross-culturally; not to help, but to build rela-

tionships with each other.  The ethnic specific associa-

tions that we (and the Episcopal Church) have are in-

tended to us into a new reality as a multiracial, multi-

ethnic church.  The website has many useful resources for 

our use, and we have a local Discipling Team (REMSDT) 

that was set up to give expression to this goal in the Si-

erra Pacific Synod.   

 Let's be intentional as we live out the Prayer of Jesus, 

"...that they may be one (church)" even as God the Parent 

and God the Son are one!" 

OUTREACH 
 

Gualala Food Bank 

The Gualala Food Bank serves families in need in Gualala 

and at The Sea Ranch.  Food comes from the Redwood 

Empire Food Bank in Santa Rosa and the Fort Bragg food 

distribution center.  Surf and Gualala supermarkets pro-

vide produce and other commodities at no or reduced 

cost. With our tough economic conditions and the resul-

tant numbers of people in economic distress, these dona-

tions, and yours, are needed and welcome. 

Food sometimes comes in spite of difficulties.  When the 

Garcia River flooded and closed Highway 1 the day of the 

Christmas distribution, the CHP brought forty turkeys 

across the river so Linda Kennedy could bring them the 

rest of the way to Gualala. 

Peter Mohr has been the organizing force behind the 

Food Bank for the past fifteen years.  He is turning that 

responsibility over to Linda Kennedy, who will be a mem-

ber of the Food Bank’s new Board. 

Please talk with Linda if you would like to volunteer to 

bring foodstuffs from Santa Rosa or to distribute food.   

There always is a need for volunteers on distribution 

days.  Set-up for food distributions begins at the Gualala 

Baptist Church about 9:30 with food collection from the 

supermarkets.  Distribution is 11:00 – 12:30.  Clean-up 

ends by 1:00.  The next distributions will be on Fridays, 

February 8 and 22 and March 8 and 22.      

South Coast Seniors 

South Coast Seniors, Inc., the parent of the community’s 

Senior Center, provides senior lunches in Pt. Arena and 

Gualala, the local Meals on Wheels services, the Point 

Arena Food Bank, and other services for seniors.   

Our monetary support has been augmented by grants 

from Episcopal Community Services, our hosting each 

year one or two of the monthly Spaghetti Dinner fund-

raisers, and the volunteer efforts of individual Mission 

members.   

COMING EVENTS 
 

Bishop’s Conference: Working Together for Justice, 
April 26-27 

Each year, the Bishop’s Conference focuses on an impor-

tant aspect of ministry.  The 2013 Conference, April 26 

and 27, will be presented by the Diocese and Episcopal 

Community Services (ECS).  The Keynote Speaker Rod 

Dugliss, PhD, Dean of the School for Deacons, and the 

Conference will highlight existing social, economic, and 

environmental justice ministries of the diocese.  There 

will be a concurrent Youth Event, “Striving for Justice & 

Peace.” 

Russian River Deanery Spring Convocation 

Watch for information about the Spring Convocation of 

the Russian River Deanery which most likely will be held 

in May or early June. 

June is Bishops Month 

Bishop Barry Beisner of the Episcopal Diocese of North-

ern California will visit Shepherd by the Sea on Sunday, 

June 16.  A week later, on June 23rd, Bishop Mark Holme-

rud will visit.  There will be more information forthcom-

ing about these visits and associated events. 
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GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 
 
 

Gifts to Shepherd by the Sea 

Shepherd by the Sea has benefited from two planned 

gifts, one from the estate of Fr. Peter Farmer, who gave 

such vitality to the Mission in life.  The second came from 

Fred Fueille’s Charitable Remainder Trust and from an 

insurance policy paid after his death in late 2008.  These 

gifts, together with funds donated to St. Innocent of 

Alaska Episcopal Mission, afford Shepherd by the Sea 

considerable flexibility as the Mission Committee consid-

ers future directions for the Mission. 

Planned Giving 

Planned giving encompasses a variety of ways that gifts 

can be made to the church from your accumulated re-

sources.  A planned gift can make possible large gifts to 

the church, often in ways that provide for family mem-

bers.  Planned gifts can reduce income and estate taxes. 

Planned gifts are either outright gifts (appreciated securi-

ties, real property, etc.) or deferred gifts (trusts, pooled 

income funds, life insurance, retirement plan assets or 

wills). 

Planned giving is not reserved for the wealthy. It is a 

means by which anyone concerned with the wise use of 

personal resources can make a considered choice about 

what matters to them most. 

In general, planned gifts are made through: 

1. A Bequest in a Will 

The easiest and most common way of making a planned 

gift is through your will.   

One of the responsibilities of the Church is to remind you 

to be intentional with your earthly assets by having an 

up-to-date will.  A bequest to the Church, using simple 

language, can take the form of a set amount of money, a 

percentage of the estate, a specific asset, a trust, or state 

a contingent beneficiary. 

2. A Life Income Gift 

A Pooled Income Fund “pools” a charitable gift with oth-

ers and invests the money to generate income. The do-

nor receives the following benefits: 

• An income for your life and the lives of designated 

beneficiaries. The amount of income depends on the 

fund’s earnings. At the death of the last beneficiary, 

remaining money goes to the Church. 

• A partial income-tax deduction. 

• Avoidance of capital gains taxes on appreciated securi-

ties. 

• Reduction in estate taxes. 

An individually managed Charitable Remainder Trust 

usually involves larger sums of assets and money and 

provides income for life, an income tax deduction, relief 

from capital gains taxes and reduction in estate taxes.   

These trusts can accommodate gifts of real property. 

3. Life Estate 

Another way of making a planned gift is by deeding your 

home, vacation home, farm, or ranch to the church. 

Through a charitable life estate, you retain the right to 

live on the property and/or receive any income from it as 

long as you or your beneficiary lives. 

Other types of gifts include Appreciated Property, Life 

Insurance, and Retirement Plan Assets 

Charitable IRA Rollovers  

As part of the ‘fiscal cliff’ legislation, Congress extended 

for 2013 the popular provision allowing taxpayers over 

70 1/2 to contribute as much as $100,000 of IRA assets 

directly to a charity. This donation is not tax deductible, 

but does not raise reported income in a way that might 

trigger higher Social Security taxes or Medicare premi-

ums. The donation can count as part of the donor's Re-

quired Minimum Distribution (RMD), the amount one has 

to withdraw annually, as long as it is withdrawn first. As 

always, before you act, consult your tax advisor 

Resources 
 

The Episcopal Foundation of Northern California is 

charged with helping congregations and individuals in 

matters of planned giving.  The Foundation’s website 

(http://www.norcalepiscopalfoundation.org/index.php) 

includes some of the Foundation’s pamphlets.     

The ELCA website also provides information at: 

http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Donate-

Now.aspx 
 

SUPPLY CLERGY 

Pastor Walter Pieper 

Pastor Walter Pieper has served as supply at the Com-

mon Mission and then Shepherd by the Sea since 2001.   
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He is one of the shepherds that helped us through the 

many discussions leading to the Mission’s establishment.  

Walt has provided visionary leadership, when needed, 

and – as important – practical, common sense advice, 

when needed.  Twelve years have gone by quickly and 

Walt is approaching 80; he has concluded that it is time 

to stop making the trip to Gualala.  He and Janice will be 

here for Easter, giving us an opportunity to thank them 

for all the gifts they have given to our Mission. 

The Rev. Harry Allagree – February 3, 24, and April 7 

 

The Rev. James Knutsen – Feb. 10, March 10 and 24 

 

Pastor Dick Smith – February 17 

Pastor Smith is Pastor Emeritus of Davis Lutheran Church.  

For many years, he presided at the services presented by 

the Davis Lutheran Choir at the Common Mission and 

Shepherd by the Sea. 

Pastor Newt Kerney – March 17 

Pastor Kerney retired from Cross and Crown Lutheran 

Church, Rohnert Park.  He has served in several California 

parishes over the past 40 years.  He has also served as a 

military chaplain.  This will be Pastor Kerney’s second 

visit; he was here several years ago when he was Dean of 

the Synod’s Gateway Conference. 
   

Pastor Walter Pieper – EASTER 

Pastor Pieper is senior in our corps 

of supply clergy.  We always wel-

come him and his wife, Janice, with 

open arms.  We have appreciated 

his wisdom and guidance.  His faith 

in our ecumenical incarnation of 

the Christian Church has been con-

tagious.   

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please pray for all who mourn the deaths of beloved fam-

ily members and friends. 

Please pray for those who are ill, those facing surgery, 

and those who are recovering from illness or surgery, Pat 

Bailey, Beva Farmer, Sara Wohlken Foer, Phil Graf, Chris-

tine Ramsey, Liz Rugaber, and Bob Tollefson, for their 

families, and for their caregivers.   

Please pray for those who travel, that their travels may 

have safe, satisfying, and joyful outcomes.  Please pray 

for those who have moved from our community, espe-

cially Fr. Gillett and Betty Bechtel, that they may be nur-

tured by God in their new surroundings. 

Pray for those who exercise ministries of leadership in 

our community that they may provide kind, compassion-

ate, and sure leadership. 

Please pray for those serving in Afghanistan and Iraq and 

for those whom they are serving.   

Please pray for the church in Jerusalem, the Middle East, 

and Africa.  Especially pray for the church and the refu-

gees from terror in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo.  Pray for peace in Syria, Sudan, Palestine, Israel, 

Libya, and the rest of North Africa and the Middle East.   

Please pray for those left in need by disasters: floods, 

tornados, hurricanes, earthquakes, and tsunami. 

Please pray for those who are persecuted by the fearful 

and bigoted that they may be safe.  Pray for the fearful 

and bigoted that they may be healed. 

Please pray for the clients of the Food Bank and the Sen-

ior Center.  Please pray for families, especially children, 

living in poverty.  Please pray for the poor, the hungry, 

the thirsty, and the naked.  Pray for those for whom the 

Millennium Development Goals promise life.   

Prayer requests should be given to Lynda O’Brien or 

Mary Eidenberger.  Prayer requests can be made at the 

Shepherd by the Sea website, 

www.shepherdbythesea.org. 

Anglican-Lutheran Report: To Love and 
Serve the Lord  

During the past four decades, the Anglican-Lutheran In-

ternational Commission (ALIC), formed by the Lutheran 

World Federation (LWF) and the Anglican Communion, 

has had three rounds of discussions.  These discussions 

have led to closer relationships, worldwide, between Lu-

therans and Anglicans.  There have been both theological 

agreements and practical consequences.  In the United 

States, the Episcopal Church and the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America studied their theologies together and 

agreed to ‘full communion’.  One practical result is the 

growing number of joint Episcopal and ELCA congrega-

tions such as Shepherd by the Sea. 

The ALIC has just released a report that builds on the 

previous theological and organizational work   To Love 

The Rev. James (Jaime) Knutsen, a 

frequent visitor, is a retreat leader 

and spiritual director now living in 

Santa Rosa.  In December, led a se-

ries of three Wednesday evening 

Conversations on Advent themes. 

 

The Rev. Harry Allagree is a frequent 

visitor to Shepherd by the Sea.  He 

retired after serving for 11 years. Rev. 

Allagree was Regional Missioner for 

churches in Ukiah, Lakeport, and Wil-

lits, and now lives in Cotati.  He leads 

retreats and serves as supply clergy.     
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and Serve the Lord focuses on diakonia (the ministry of 

service and mission, common to all Christians).  The re-

port offers a diverse array of stories about church minis-

tries that are transforming relations between churches in 

both communions. 

In the publication's preface, the ALIC co-chairs, Arch-

bishop Fred Hilz of the Anglican Church of Canada and 

Bishop Dr. Thomas Nyiwe of the L’Eglise Evangélique Lu-

thérienne au Cameroun, say the report was intended to 

highlight what the partners had learned from their joint 

experiences and therefore focus on why further growth 

in relations between Anglican and Lutheran churches is 

possible.   'While important differences remain, of 

course, this phase of our effort did not need to put these 

differences at the centre of its work,' they say. 

The Anglican Communion and the LWF commend the 

report to their respective churches for study, encourag-

ing them to pursue common development of ministries 

that build up Anglican and Lutheran relationships at all 

levels of church life and mission. 

The report reviews developments between Anglican and 

Lutheran churches in various regions of the world and 

commends the growth in communion that they repre-

sent.  It identifies a number of recommendations for con-

crete diaconal action at local, regional or global level. 

These include ways in which the churches could do more 

together at all levels for disaster relief, in advocating on 

issues relating to climate change, illegitimate debt, HIV 

and AIDS and other pressing social concerns. 

To Love and Serve the Lord is available at the online shop 

at http://shop.anglicancommunion.org/. 

EVENTS CALENDAR 
2/3  Epiphany 4:  The Rev. Harry Allagree 

2/8  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

2/10  Epiphany 5:  The Rev. James Knutsen 

2/13  Ash Wednesday: 6:00 PM at Mary, Star of the Sea 

2/17  Lent 1:  Pastor Dick Smith 

2/22  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

2/24  Lent 2:  The Rev. Harry Allagree 

3/3  Lent 3:  Davis Lutheran Choir 

3/8  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

3/10  Lent 4:  The Rev. James Knutsen 

3/17  Lent 5:  Pastor Newt Kerney 

3/22  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

3/24  Palm Sunday:  The Rev. James Knutsen 

3/29  Good Friday:  Stations of the Cross, Noon at St. Aloysius 
Church, Pt. Arena, followed by Soup Lunch at St. Paul’s. 

3/31  EASTER:  Pastor Walt Pieper 

4/7  Easter 2:  The Rev. Harry Allagree 

“As baptized Christians, we reach out to the community through worship, prayer, study, and ministry.” 

Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Mission 

P.O. Box 691 

Gualala, CA  95445-0691 

 

 

 


