
Grace and peace be yours from God our Sovereign, and from our Lord and 
savior, Jesus the Christ, and from the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
My text for this morning is Luke 24: 45 “Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures.....”  This is my text.   
 
I noticed in your current newsletter an article on “The Bible Challenge.”  It’s 
a read through the scriptures in a year program.  And if you have never 
done that, I commend it to you.  
 
Do you know your scriptures?  At first this may seem like a foolish question.  
But when you look at the gospels we find Jesus constantly in dialog with 
the religious authorities arguing over scripture. 
 
At one point he asks chief priests and the elders: “Have you never read the 
scriptures?” 
  
Now I suggest to you that it would be absurd to think that the religious 
authorities and the disciples of Jesus, did not know or read their scriptures.  
Just as it would be absurd to suggest that faithful Christians today do not 
know their scriptures.   Therefore, what Jesus must be speaking about is 
not “reading the scriptures” as much as “interpreting the scriptures.”   
 
And in Luke’s Easter appearance stories, interpreting the scriptures is one 
of the chief emphases of the crucified and risen Christ.  In both the 
Emmaus story and the story of Jesus appearance to the disciples, we are 
told, Jesus opened their minds to understand the scriptures .... 
 
“How we read the scriptures” is the fundamental question which must be 
answered.  Bishop John Shelby Spong and Marcus Borg have both written 
extensively on the subject. There is a vast gulf within the Christian 
community on how to read our “sacred texts”.  The “How we read”  covers 
a continuum ranging from a fundamental, literalist  reading on one end, to a 
“historical-metaphorical” reading on the other.  These different ways of 
reading scripture lead to vastly different theological approaches to faith and 
life.   
 
Marcus Borg in Speaking Christian summarizes the results of the two 
competing methods of reading and interpreting the scriptures in this way: 
“There are two visions of Christianity - one emphasizing the next world and 



what we must believe and do in order to get there, - the other emphasizing 
God’s passion for the transformation of this world - these two visions are 
very different.  Yet they use the same language and share the same sacred 
scripture, the same bible.  What separates them is how the shared 
language is understood - whether within the framework of heaven-and-hell 
Christianity or within the framework of God’s passion for transformation in 
this world.”  
 
All reading of scripture, whether fundamental-literalist or historical-
metaphorical is an interpretation. Therefore it is important that one is 
clear about the question, “How do you read the scriptures?”.  
  
Let me illustrate:  On Tuesday of Holy Week in Mark’s Gospel,  group after 
group of religious leaders engage Jesus in verbal attacks.   
 
One such attack comes from the Sadducees who say there is no 
resurrection, they ....“came to Jesus and asked him a question, saying,  
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but 
no child, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his 
brother. There were seven brothers; the first married and, when he died, 
left no children; and the second married the widow and died, leaving no 
children; and the third likewise; none of the seven left children. Last of all 
the woman herself died. In the resurrection whose wife will she be?  
 
When read literally this becomes an argument over Resurrection ..... when 
read metaphorically and historically  it takes on a very different tone.   
 
The Sadducees read scripture literally in terms of a question of 
perpetuating property rights .... they are not concerned with the widow but 
with her property.  They think that nothing will change in the kingdom of 
God, that the status quo will be maintained.”  Jesus on the other hand, has 
taught and believes in the equality of all within the kingdom of God, .... no 
more male privilege, no more owning women .... and their property.    And 
Jesus also believes God has the power to transform the status quo into 
a true community with equality for all.  So Jesus responds to the 
Sadducees with: “.... You are wrong, you know neither your scripture 
nor the power of God.”    
 
Another example, at the end of that same day, Jesus sits at the temple 
treasury and watches what people put in.  He observes the rich putting in 



out of their abundance, and a widow who puts in two small coins, all that 
she has.   
 
Unfortunately few know how to read this story!  Read literally, most people 
end up praising the widow for her piety.  Her faith and willingness to give all 
that she had, becomes the focal point of the episode.  (With a not so subtle 
emphasis from the pulpit, that we should do the same!) 
 
But when read within a historical-metaphorical context the incident takes on 
a whole different meaning.  The Temple System, was all about tithes and 
taxation.  The religious leaders were the guardian of the status quo, .... the 
enforcers of both the debt code and the purity code.   Originally, the 
purpose of Torah and its laws concerning the tithe was to create a system 
that would respond to the needs of the poor, the widow and the orphan and 
sojourner. But instead of caring for the needs of this widow, the temple 
system now takes “all that she had.”  No wonder Jesus called the Temple a 
“Den of Robbers!”  After this episode, Jesus leaves the temple in disgust, 
never to return.  It makes a difference how you “read the scriptures!”   
 
The resurrection of Jesus, interpreted within the framework of heaven-and-
hell Christianity, is all about will I go to heaven when I die.  Interpreted 
within the framework of God’s passion for transformation in this world, is all 
about the power of God at work in and through us, here and now.  It is 
about our empowerment to be agents of transformation, changing this old 
world into God’s new world.  Here and Now! 
 
If you believe in the resurrection, you believe that God has the power to 
transform racial strife into racial harmony, greed and avarice into caring 
and sharing, war and violence into peace and community, environmental 
indifference into a compassionate concern for healing this planet.   
 
Belief in the Resurrection is the belief in the power of God to transform you 
and me into children of God, here and now! ..... So, How do you read the 
scriptures?  
 
Christ is Risen! 
 
Amen! 


