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Smashing Plaster 
• We are in the midst of a major home remodel – it’s a 460 

sq. foot addition in our backyard.   
• We are attaching a master suite to the back wall of the 

house.  Our family, led by my father, have been hard at 
work this summer, digging ditches, pouring concrete, 
framing walls, etc.  It’s been fun, but it’s been a lot of work! 

• One thing we had to “peel back” and do before the school 
year gets underway was to finish the existing rooms – so 
we have a place to sleep when Nele (wife) and our sons go 
back to school.   

• The plan called for the moving of windows – in all three 
existing bedrooms, which we did.  But in order to do so, 
we had to cut the stucco/plaster from the outside walls, 
reframe the windows in new places, and then finish the 
sheet rock after all that.  

• Cutting and removing plaster is a lot more work than we 
realized.  You have to use a diamond bladed saw, cut far 
enough around the window that you can actually remove 
it, but close enough that re-plastering is possible.   

• Plasterers use chicken wire to hold the plaster in place, so 
we were faced with the difficulty of removing the plaster 
without removing the chicken wire.  Very tricky.   

• We got to the sections around the window, and found all 
sorts of little pieces of plaster stuck to the chicken wire.  
We quickly realized that the best way to remove these 
little chunks of stucco was to hit them with a hammer. 

• In fact, we got in a rhythm where one person would hold a 
hammer to one side of the chunk, and the other person 
would swing from the other side until the piece was 
pulverized, falling to the ground in a cloud of dust and 
grime. 

• Such is the saga of building – as a FB friend put it, 
“learning to love dust.”   

 
Construction/Destruction/Construction 
• The Prophet Jeremiah is compelled to speak God’s word, 

which is like “fire”, “like a hammer that breaks a rock in 
pieces”.  What is he complaining about? 

• There are prophets, he says, who are not speaking God’s 
word, but are telling people of hopes and dreams, of 
wishful thinking.  They are not saying what needs to be 
heard– as all prophets must.  Instead they are saying what 
the people want to hear.  That “dream world” is not good 
enough for Jeremiah.   

• Jesus, also a Hebrew prophet, says in our Gospel that he 
came to bring not peace but calamity, not unity, but 
division.  How can this be if he is the Prince of Peace? 

• Jesus’ message and mission is primarily the KOG.  A new 
era, where God’s will is realized.  In his work, he 
recognizes that not all will agree.  That is one way to 
explain his harsh words for us today.    

• And, as in nature, in order for there to be life, there has to 
be death.  Construction necessitates destruction 
(especially in home renovations!!).  In order for something 
new to emerge, it is often the case that the old has to be 
done away with.   

 
Learning to Let Go 



• We don’t like this.  We as a species, and even as people of 
faith, would rather cling to what we know; to what is 
familiar to us.   

• It is uncomfortable and unsettling to have to watch things 
we care about – markers of our identity and our memory; 
things that may even belongs to our very sense of being – 
go away, decay, die; cease to be.   

• How much easier it is to cling to what we know rather 
than venture into the unknown. 

• The problem is, what we “know” is often only what we 
dream. We live in a dream world of our own creating, 
until God’s Word smashes it from the outside.     

• If God’s Word is the hammer, then in our home remodel 
story, the plaster is the dream world we’d rather live in, 
and the new window structure and area is the thing God 
is bringing into being.   

 
Visiting Destruction upon Himself 
• This is scary, to be sure.  It is difficult to venture into a 

space we have not yet been.  
• But that is the very moment our faith is tested.  Can we 

trust in Jesus, and in his sacrifice for us?   
• The good news for us today, dear friends, is that the 

division Jesus came to bring and the destruction he 
prophesied was visited first upon himself.   

• He felt the chaos of division and derision, and he endured 
the cross; setting aside its shame, so that we might live. 

• In the cross of Christ, it is God who chose to be destroyed 
to offer us the very thing he denied himself; so that we, in 
our baptism, might rise to new life in him. 

Running the Race 

• And so it is in humility and in self-denial that we find 
meaning and a touch point for our identity in Christ.  

• And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  So we 
have nothing to fear from physical death. 

• We still have a life to live, to be sure.  The writer of 
Hebrews calls it a “race to run” – one must think of the 
Olympics here!  

• We live in a horribly unjust world, with racial tensions and 
divisions simmering throughout our nation right now; a 
toxic political environment (talk about division!!); in 
addition to many other problems.   

• The prophets demand that we look at these problems 
squarely, as the reality before us, but we must never 
despair of their solutions (which is easy to do!), for the 
world is in God’s hands.   

• At the same time, God calls us to be partners in the great 
project of building up his kingdom – in advocating for 
justice and planetary sustainability; for care of the most 
vulnerable, and to personal moral integrity.   

• In this, we bear witness to the One who Lives, and we can 
look to the great “cloud of witnesses” (Hebrews), who 
suffered immense persecution, pain, torture and death to 
give us strength in our weakness.   

• That is the race we are called to run.   
• “Lord, you have called your servants to ventures of which 

we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 
through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with 
good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that 
your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Amen.  


