
 

 

International Missions – FBCS Members’ work in Southeast Asia 

By Jack Kinnison 

 

Thailand – ancient Siam – “land of a million smiles”; birthplace of “Siamese twins” and 

Siamese cats! Subject of the magnificent 1956 musical film, The King and I. A nation 

that came into existence hundreds of years before the formation of the U.S.A. Called 

“Prathet Thai” – translated “Land of the Free.” The only nation in Southeast Asia which 

never came under the dominion of the European nations which ruled over most of South 

and Southeast Asia for many decades. Location: in the heart of Southeast Asia, bordering 

Laos, Cambodia, Burma (Myanmar), and Malaysia.  The nation which had the longest 

reigning King in the world – King Bhumipol Adunyadet, who was born in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts in 1927 and crowned king in June, 1946. (King Bhumibol passed away on 

Oct. 13, 2016.)  One of the gentlest of all the Asian people groups, yet also the 

“inventors” of the violent sport, Thai kick-boxing (Muey Thai). Friend of America for 

many years, even to this day, Thai soldiers fought as allies alongside US troops during 

the Vietnam War. Due to the gentle Thai nature and brilliant Thai foreign diplomacy, 



Thailand was able to dodge the Communist fate which befell their neighbors in 1975– 

Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos. Today Thailand stands as one of the freest nations in all 

of Asia. Freedom of religion is in their constitution, even though 95% of the population 

practices Buddhism. Due to the freedom of religion and ease of access, today Thailand is 

the “home base” for literally dozens of Protestant missionary organizations which are 

targeting multiple hard-to-access people groups in Asia. 

Though Protestant missionaries first arrived in Thailand in 1823, the first missionaries 

with our own Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board (FMB) did not arrive until 1949, 

the year that Communists came to power in China. At that time all foreign missionaries 

were expelled from China, including the 200 plus Southern Baptist missionaries who 

were serving there. God led  13 of those missionaries to Thailand, the beginning of the 

Thailand Baptist Mission. These early missionaries began targeting Chinese-speaking 

peoples and also began studying the Thai language in order to engage the Thai majority 

people group with the gospel. Work began in the capital city, Bangkok, and in a few short 

years expanded into the cities east of Bangkok, and eventually to all parts of the nation. It 

is significant to note that the Thai peoples have been very slow to respond to the Gospel 

message, for after nearly 200 years of Protestant missionary work, less than 1% of the 

nation are followers of Jesus Christ. (In 1949 the population of Thailand was 17 million; 

today it is closer to 66 million.)  

 Lynn and I served as career missionaries in Southeast Asia from 1972 through 2009. 

(We joined FBC Springville in 2010.)  Lynn was born and raised in Birmingham, was 

active in the GA & Acteen missions programs of her home church, Lake Highlands 

Baptist Church in East Lake. She felt the call of God into foreign missions as a youth, 

graduated from Woodlawn High School in 1963, and a year after graduation from Carson 

Newman (Baptist) College in Tennessee, headed for seminary in Ft. Worth, Texas in 

1968, where we met. I was raised in an Air Force family – born in Texas, lived in five 

states and two foreign countries growing up. I felt God’s calling into foreign missions 

while in college. Two years after meeting at seminary, Lynn and I got married, and two 

years later were appointed by the Foreign Mission Board (SBC) to Laos in 1972.  

We served in Laos (to the north of Thailand) from March 1973 until June 1975, when 

Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos all fell to the communist onslaught. At that time we 

transferred into Thailand, where we served primarily in church planter ministries in 

several locations: eastern areas, Bangkok, and Nan Province in the north. In addition to 

raising and home-schooling our four children, being a part of the church planting 

ministries over the years, Lynn was also the director of the “Thai Country Trim” ministry 

for a dozen years. While always involved in planting churches, I also served for many 

years in mission administration duties.  Our four children: the oldest (Karen) was only 7 

weeks old when we went to Laos; the other three (Phil, Laura, & Christopher) were all 



born and raised in Thailand, graduating from high school in Bangkok, and each returned 

to attend Auburn University. (Alabama fans – please do not tear up this booklet at this 

point!) 

After completing Thai language studies in Bangkok, we moved to the town of Bangkla, 

60 miles east of Bangkok, where we began learning how to minister to Thais and to plant 

churches amongst the rural and small-town Thai peoples of eastern Thailand. 

Experienced career Baptist missionaries, as well as  many of our Thai Baptist colleagues, 

were our early mentors. We were asked to partner with a few of our Thai Baptist 

churches in the area of Kabinburi, Prachinburi Province, which was about 50 miles NE of 

Bangkla, in order to start new churches in that province. Due to the distance from our 

home in Bangkla, for the next 3 years, I spent at least 3 days and nights every week 

staying in the homes of Thai peoples, which was very good for my Thai language 

learning. (This is called “cultural immersion”.)  In 1980 a mission-owned house was built 

in Kabinburi, where we lived until 1986. Living closer to the villages where I was 

working, Lynn was able to be much more involved in the village ministries, especially in 

work with women in the rural churches. During the years in eastern Thailand, Lynn 

home-schooled our four children – at least through the 8
th

 grade.   I worked alongside our 

Thai partners in about a dozen villages. In 1987 the mission asked us to move back to 

Bangkla in order to help train Thai men to take over leadership roles in their rural 

churches. That two-year project did not accomplish the desired result, as most of those 

rural churches had bonded firmly to “better-educated leadership”, and did not want to 

lower the high standards they were used to, by doing the preaching and teaching 

themselves 

In 1989 the mission asked us to work in Bangkok, focusing on urban evangelism & 

church planting in that city of 10 million, partnering with Thai Baptists and other FMB 

missionaries in the city. Shifting from rural to urban ministries was a challenge. Over the 

next 11 years in Bangkok, we helped plant three new Thai congregations. From 1996 

until 2000, I was also the Mission Administrator for our organization (Thailand Baptist 

Mission) with many different responsibilities, too numerous to detail in this paper. In 

1998 Lynn also was asked to be director of the Thai Country Trim ministry, based out of 

Bangkla (60 miles east of where we lived in Bangkok) T.C.T. is a “home-cottage” 

ministry through which Thai ladies, who are in need of more personal income but who do 

not have access to other employment opportunities, are taught to make a great variety of 

handicraft items – Christmas tree ornaments, cross-stitch hangings, stuffed animals, etc. 

The Thai ladies, most of whom are not Christians, make the items in their homes and 

bring those items to the TCT center in Bangkla weekly, where the gospel message is 

shared with them. The goal of TCT – making new disciples and planting new churches in 

a multitude of villages in eastern Thailand. This ministry has been amazingly successful 



by all standards. (The items made by the TCT ladies are mostly exported to the USA and 

to European countries.) (For more information about Thai Country Trim, “Google it!”)  

In 2000 we moved back to Bangkla where Lynn continued as director of TCT and I gave 

direction to all of our missionary personnel serving in eastern Thailand. Both of us played 

a major part in starting a new church, Kristajak Baan Sila (House of the Rock  Church) in 

the city of Prachinburi, an hour from Bangkla. This new church start was a joint effort of 

our mission personnel, TCT personnel, and leadership in the Eastern Thailand Baptist 

Church Association, all under the leadership of our Lord Jesus.  

In 2004 we were asked to move to the far north – Nan Province, adjacent to Laos - to 

give oversight to the work of all of the mission families serving in the North and the 

Northeast – about a dozen IMB families. (The Foreign Mission Board changed its name 

to International Mission Board.)  At the same time, Lynn became the director of the TCT 

ministry center that had been established in the city of Nan around 1998. We also helped 

start a new church in the city of Nan, and participated in outreach (evangelism) efforts in 

many, many villages of Nan Province. One of the most exciting evangelism projects was 

the mass distribution of the Scriptures and evangelism materials in multiple formats 

(Bibles, tracts, booklets, DVDs of the “Jesus Film”) to every home in every village where 

the Northern Thai people group in Nan Province lived, with a population of 500,000.  

Every month for 15 months anywhere from 40 to 90 Christians from all of the Baptist 

churches in Nan, along with our IMB missionaries in Nan and believers from other 

evangelical churches, gathered for this joint evangelism effort. Over those 15 months, 

70,000 packets were distributed. Many made professions of faith; over 100 people 

enrolled in our Bible correspondence courses, and Bible study groups were begun in 

villages. Continuing results of that great work are expected for years to come.  

After four years in the north, in late 2008, Lynn and I returned to the USA for our “final 

furlough” and retirement from our IMB ministries in Thailand at the end of 2009. We 

have maintained contact with our IMB personnel and many of our Thai friends, and have 

kept the prayer lanes open daily for God’s work in that great land. We have returned to 

visit both Thai friends and IMB missionaries – in 2012 and in early 2017. A big chunk of 

our hearts will always be in Thailand. Our heart for foreign missions is contagious: our 

oldest daughter served as an IMB Journeyman for 2 years in Uzbekistan. She and her 

family have continued serving on the mission field in Southeast Asia since 2005. Our 

youngest son has also served as a J’man for 2 years in Cambodia.  

Lynn and I spent our multiple missionary “furloughs” mostly in Alabama – both 

Birmingham and Auburn, and one each in North Carolina, Texas, and Georgia. We 

always had the blessing of staying in the “missionary houses” of Baptist churches: 

Mountain Brook B.C. & Lakeside B.C. in Birmingham; Farmville B.C. in Auburn; and 



Macedonia B.C. in Fayetteville, North Carolina, and during our final furlough in New 

Braunfels, Texas, and in Stone Mountain, Ga.  

We delight to see involvement of members of FBC Springville in foreign mission 

outreaches of our church – so far in both Haiti, Ecuador and Africa. May God continue to 

give a passion for the nations to our church! “Ask of me and I will make the nations 

your heritage, the ends of the earth your possession.” (Ps. 2:8) 

 

Addendum! 

In the fall of 2016 Lynn and I began praying about the possibility of volunteering 

to lead a theological training ministry in a country in Southeast Asia for young Christian 

adults which began around 2011. The missionary couple currently doing this ministry 

will complete their 2-year term of service and return to the USA in the summer of 2017, 

and there is nobody else available to do this ministry. In December 2016 Lynn and I 

visited this couple and observed their ministry, and after much prayer in search of our 

Lord’s will, have concluded that God has called us to go and do the theological education 

for these 100 plus young adults. They are all refugees out of a neighboring country where 

civil war has raged for several decades. And they are super hungry for the Word, coming 

to classes some of which run into the early morning hours (11:00 PM – 2:30 AM), as 

most all of them have day time jobs too. Lynn and I will be leaving for this country in 

SEA in late June or early July, 2017, and anticipate being gone for no less than a year, 

God willing. We will retain our membership with our family at FBCS and will eagerly 

covet the prayers of many prayer warriors in our church. 

 

In the Lamb, Jack & Lynn Kinnison                                                                
 

 


