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Introduction 
The problem of being “comfortable” is a serious concern for the believer. God’s 

prophets came along to comfort the afflicted and to afflict the comfortable. After natural disasters and 
other tragedies, people often turn to God for help. After a short while, most return to life as usual.  

I remember hearing Paul Harvey, the iconic radio newscaster and storyteller, tell the story of a 
woman who called the hotline for Butterball Turkey. She asked, “Is a twenty-three-year-old turkey that 
has been frozen edible?” The representative was a little stunned at the question and did some 
research. The representative called the woman back and said, “You can eat it but it won’t taste very 
good.” The woman replied, “Well, that’s okay. I will just give it to the church.” Sounds like us! We give 
to God the leftovers from our lives. 

The Heart of Malachi: Malachi 1:6-11; 2:10-15; 3:6-10 

Name: Malachi the Hebrew ַמלְָאִכי (Mal'akhiy) meaning "my messenger" or "my angel". This is one of 
the twelve minor prophets of the Old Testament, the author of the Book of Malachi, which foretells the 
coming of Christ. 
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The Writing: Malachi (or Malachias; Hebrew: ַמלְָאִכי, Malʾaḫi, Mál'akhî) is the last of the twelve minor 
prophets (canonically). The Prophetic Books is the last section of the Old Testament, making Malachi 
the last book before the New Testament. 

Date: Opinions vary as to the prophet's exact date, but nearly all scholars agree that Malachi 
prophesied during the Persian period, and after the reconstruction and dedication of the second temple 
in 516 BC (compare Malachi 1:10, Malachi 3:1, Malachi 3:10). 

Timeline 

586 BC Babylon Took Jerusalem 

582 BC More Jews Deported 

539 BC Cyrus of Persia Conquered the Babylonians and Decrees Jews May Return; 42,000 Jews 
Return (cf. Ezra 2:64)  

516 BC Zerubbabel Completed the Temple 

458 BC Ezra Arrived in Judea to Call the People to Repent 

445 BC Nehemiah Rebuilt the Walls 

433-424 BC Nehemiah Returned to Persia (cf. Nehemiah 5:14, 13:6) 

400 YEARS OF SILENCE (cf. Galatians 4:4) 
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Key Verse: Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, 
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye 
delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. 

Historical Context: Over 2000 years had passed since God promised Abraham a Seed, land, and 
blessing. Less than 100 years had passed after the Jews returned from Babylonian captivity. Spiritually, 
the people were far from God. The Messiah had not yet arrived. Malachi was sent from God to deliver a 
message of judgement on Israel for continuing in sin. Malachi declared that if the Jews would repent, 
the Messiah would come and God’s promises to the Jews would be fulfilled. Malachi’s condemnation 
would resonate for 400 years until the birth of Jesus Christ and the subsequent introduction of Jesus by 
John the Baptist: “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 

An Oracle: This is a word of gravity or a burden carried by the prophet from God to Israel. 

Shared Concerns with Contemporaries, Ezra and Nehemiah 

1. Influence of foreign power (Malachi 1:8) 
2. Emphasis on the Law (Malachi 4:4; Ezra 7:14-26; Nehemiah 8:18) 
3. Danger of foreign wives (Malachi 2:11-15; Ezra 9, 10; Nehemiah 13:23-27) 
4. Tithing (Malachi 3:8-10; Nehemiah 5:1-13) 

Israel’s Problems 

1. Upon returning from exile, some wished to restore Israel to her former glory (Ezra 1-2). Some 
believed that their tears and sincerity were enough for God. God doesn’t just deserve our 
sincerity; we can be sincerely wrong! 

2. They needed to rebuild the Temple in order to worship (Ezra 3-6; Haggai 1). 
3. The people dishonored the Lord and the Law; God sent Ezra to call the people to repentance 

(458 BC). God deserves our best because he is the best. God created us and sustains us. He is 
merciful to us (cf. 2 Peter 3:9).  

4. The city was in ruins; God sent Nehemiah to rebuild the walls and homes (445 BC). Nehemiah 
called the people to live apart from false Gods (Nehemiah 9-10). 

5. The sins of Israel were perhaps greater than before they were exiled. They questioned God’s 
love. They forsook the tithe. Husbands divorced their Jewish wives and intermarried with 
women who worshiped other gods. Israel overlooked and oppressed the poor among them. 

6. Israel allowed her circumstances to dictate their behavior. Because of their oppressed state, 
they decided to give to God less than their best in worship, giving, and family. God doesn’t just 
want our allegiance when things are going well. God wants us to turn to him in the difficulties 
so that he can comfort and guide us. 



4 

Malachi’s Approach 

Malachi delivered God’s message to Israel in a unique question and answer format. Malachi 
addressed several critical concerns. 

1. Malachi addressed the lack of honor Israel held for God (Malachi 1:6-14). 
2. Malachi indicted the priests who had no integrity (2:1-9). 
3. Malachi called Israel to repent and be blessed again (Malachi 3:7-12). 
4. Malachi identified God as the Judge who would come to deal with Israel (Malachi 2:17-3:5; 

3:15-4:3). 

Notice that Malachi’s approach was not to lower the standard.  

Outline of Malachi 

1. Malachi 1:1-5 Honor God by Remembering His Love 
2. Malachi 1:6-2:9 Honor God by Reverencing Him in Worship 
3. Malachi 2:10-16 Honor God by Respecting Marriage and Family 
4. Malachi 2:17-3:5 Honor God by Readying for Judgment 
5. Malachi 3:6-12 Honor God by Rendering the Tithe  
6. Malachi 3:13-4:3 Honor God by Remaining Faithful Until He Returns 
7. Malachi 4:4-6 Honor God by Remembering His Law 

The Spiritual Condition of Israel 

The Sins of the Disobedient—hypocrisy, infidelity, 
compromise, divorce, false worship, and arrogance. 

Questions from Stubborn, Rebellious Israel 

Malachi 1:2 I have loved you, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not 
Esau Jacob's brother? saith the Lord: yet I loved Jacob. 

Malachi 1:6-7 A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine 
honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the Lord of hosts unto you, O priests, that 
despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name? 7 Ye offer polluted bread 
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upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the Lord 
is contemptible. 

Malachi 2:17 Ye have wearied the Lord with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied 
him? When ye say, Every one that doeth evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delighteth in 
them; or, Where is the God of judgment? 

Malachi 3:7-8 Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have 
not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. But ye said, 
Wherein shall we return? 8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein 
have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 

Malachi 3:13 Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What have we spoken 
so much against thee? 

  



6 

 

Sin Passage Response Required 

Repudiating God’s Love Malachi 1:2-5 Repent and Honor God 

Refusing God His Due 
Honor Malachi 1:6-2:9 Repent and Honor God 

Rejecting God’s 
Faithfulness Malachi 2:10-16 Repent and Honor God 

Redefining God’s 
Righteousness  Malachi 2:17-3:5 Repent and Honor God 

Robbing God’s Riches Malachi 3:6-12 Repent and Honor God 

Reviling God’s Grace Malachi 3:13-15 Repent and Honor God 

   

God Judged the Sins of Israel 

1. God Judged the Priests (Malachi 2:1-9) 
2. God Judged the Nation (Malachi 3:1-6) 
3. God Judged the Remnant (Malachi 3:16-4:6) 

Malachi in Today’s Culture: Malachi’s teaching is relevant for today’s Christian in many ways. 

1. We must evaluate our lives to see if we honor and reverence God. 
2. We must determine whether or not we give to God our best in worship, tithes, and service. 
3. We must hold each other accountable for teaching and living out the truths of God’s Word. 
4. We must confess our sins immediately and return to God with humility when we fail God. 
5. We must remember that God sees us when we honor him and will bless us richly. 
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Remembering His Love (1:1-5) 
God has chosen to love us. Sometimes we find it difficult to believe that God loves us. In other 

times, we believe that God’s love means that no problems will come to us. Malachi prophesied to 
people who questioned or misunderstood God’s love. 

Malachi 1:2-5 I have loved you, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau 
Jacob's brother? saith the Lord: yet I loved Jacob, 3 And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his 
heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness. 4 Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we 
will return and build the desolate places; thus saith the Lord of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw 
down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The people against whom the Lord 
hath indignation for ever.5 And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The Lord will be magnified from 
the border of Israel. 

We are tempted to ask, “Why would God love one and choose him over the other?” God has 
demonstrated his grace by loving any of us. Our human arguments questioning God’s justice are 
selfish. God’s gracious love chose Jacob by which he would bring forth the Messiah who would die for 
the whole world, not just the Jewish people. “And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2). 

God’s love for the Jews was not exclusive; God loved Gentiles and used them for his purposes. 
Yet, God did show his grace—unmerited favor—on the Jews by allowing them to be the heritage of 
Jesus, the Son of God. God chose to have intimate fellowship with the line of Jacob, the Jewish people. 
God hated (chose not to fellowship) with Esau’s line. 

The Bible confirms that God did not bless Esau, Jacob’s older twin brother. Esau is mentioned 
1000 years after his death by the prophet Obadiah. The prophet mentioned the idolatrous descendants 
(cf. Obadiah 1-21). God “laid waste his mountain.” This referenced the destruction of Edom by 
Nebuchadnezzar, Egypt, Ammon, Moab, and Nabatean forces. 

God loves the unlovely. God’s grace to Israel in spite of their disobedience proves that God does 
not love us because we are loveable. Even though God loved Israel, he did not absolve them apart 
from their repentance. God indicted the priests for leading Israel astray and the people for their 
wickedness. 
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Jack Hill (royal-quest.com) explained that our relationship with God may have six progressive 
levels. These levels of relationship are discovered in the metaphors of God’s relationship with his 
people. 

Six Levels of Our Relationship with God 

1. The Potter and the Clay Relationship: When we first come to Christ, our spiritual life has little 
shape or form. We submit to God’s shaping (Ephesians 2:10; Isaiah 64:8; Jeremiah 18:4-6). 

2. The Shepherd and the Sheep Relationship: God takes care of us as we listen to his voice and 
follow him. Sheep do not know enough to share the Shepherd’s dreams or hopes, but trust him 
for daily provision (Ezekiel 34:11-15; John 10:18). 

3. The Master and the Servant Relationship: While sheep stay outside, servants live in the 
household and can talk with the Master. The servant completes the Master’s will and is 
rewarded (Matthew 25:14-30, Luke 19:11-27). 

4. The Friend to Friend Relationship: A servant performs tasks and completes responsibilities. 
Friends share mutual concern. They have a level of intimacy (John 15:15) 

5. The Father and Daughter/Son Relationship: The parent does not love the child for what he or 
she can do. The parent loves the child because of the bond (Galatians 4:4-6). 

6. The Groom and Bride Relationship: Once a person becomes married, the focus of life and 
priorities change. No other relationship is as significant. God’s people are often referred to as 
the Bride (Hosea 2:19-20; Revelation 19:7-9). 

God’s Word includes these metaphors to help us to understand the many-faceted personality of 
God and to help us comprehend the depth of his perfect love. As helpful as these metaphors may be, 
the human mind cannot fathom this profound concept. Just as children develop until they reach 
adulthood, believers develop in their spiritual maturity and relationship with God. 

Reverencing God in Worship (1:6-2:9) 

Malachi, Ezra, and Nehemiah were contemporaries. When Cyrus conquered Babylon, he allowed 
Judean exiles to return to their homeland and rebuild the Temple. Cambyses and Darius followed Cyrus 
in allowing the Jews more freedom. Ezra recorded the edict of Cyrus. 

Ezra 1:2-4 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of 
the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Who is 
there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem. 4 And 
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whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him with silver, 
and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house of God that 
is in Jerusalem. 

The Persian Empire provided resources for rebuilding the Temple. The Judeans returned to their 
homeland in 538 BC and began reconstructing the Temple. The project took a long time. Some suggest 
that the people were preoccupied rebuilding their own homes. Others believe that the people were 
spiritually apathetic. Haggai and Zechariah encouraged the Jews to be obedient and finish the Temple. 
Finally, the Temple was finished in 515 BC. Haggai and Zechariah looked forward to a new age of 
blessing after the Temple’s reconstruction. Thus, expectations were great. 

Haggai 2:6-9 For thus saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, 
and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; 7 And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all 
nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. 8 The silver is mine, and 
the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. 9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the 
former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts. 

Optimism faded when Xerxes began to reign over Persia. He desired to conquer Greece and 
burned Athens to the ground. The Grecians were enraged and fought against the Persians for 200 
years. Furthermore, the revenue was not provided to Jews for the Temple’s operation as expected. The 
funds were used by Persia to fund the war against Greece. The Temple and the priests were 
dependent upon the tithes and offerings of the Jews. This was the low ebb of the spiritual life of Judea. 

The people were filled with apathy, disillusionment, and hopelessness. Nevertheless, the people 
were not relieved of their responsibility to honor God.  

The people dishonored God in four ways. 

1. No regard for God’s holiness in worship 
2. No regard for giving the first-fruits in tithes and offerings 
3. No regard for marriage and family 
4. No regard for the poor 

The people in Malachi’s day allowed their circumstances to dictate their theology. The Second 
Temple lacked the beauty of Solomon’s Temple. The Temple Tax was ½ shekel—the equivalent of two 
day’s wages. This was no small sum! Interest in worship plummeted during this challenging season. 
The priests were disillusioned by the lack of financial support. They became indifferent and ignored the 
Law by offering inferior sacrifices. Malachi’s message was powerful in simplicity: Honor God no matter 
the circumstances! 
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Malachi 1:12-13 But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the Lord is polluted; and the fruit 
thereof, even his meat, is contemptible. 13 Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have 
snuffed at it, saith the Lord of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; 
thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the Lord. 

Malachi’s message was that God would accept nothing from the unrepentant people. The land and the 
people were under a curse due to their sinfulness. 

Respecting Marriage and Family (2:10-16) 

Malachi’s approach was not to lower the standard. Several years ago a German politician named 
Gabriele Pauli. In September 2007, Pauli shocked the Catholic German state by suggesting marriage 
should expire after seven years, at which time couples could then extend or dissolve the marriage. 
God’s approach is the opposite. He calls forsaking a spouse an abomination and treachery. 

Malachi 2:11 Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an abomination is committed in Israel and in 
Jerusalem; for Judah hath profaned the holiness of the Lord which he loved, and hath married the 
daughter of a strange god. 

One of the “God’s Quotes” billboards popular several years ago read, “Thank you for inviting me 
the wedding. Please invite me to the marriage—God.” This problem is pervasive among Christians. 
Believers have a difficult time integrating their faith into the marriage. One pastor said, “Husband, 
when considering how to treat your spouse, remember that God is your spiritual father-in-law.” True! 
When we marry a Christian, we marry one of God’s own children. 

When conflicts arise in marriage, we must remember to look at our spouse through God’s eyes. 
Paul wrote to the Ephesians that husbands are to love their wives “as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself for her.” Here are two simple responses to the cultural winds against marriage 
today. 

1. Marry in the Lord. The first question you ask isn’t “are they sweet, beautiful, fun, and 
successful?” Does this person live God with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength? The most 
important dimension is the spiritual dimension. 

2. Stay married for life by being faithful and working out your differences. The vows 
most of us made are “in sickness and health” or “poverty and wealth.” I remember when the 
televangelist Pat Robertson answered a viewer’s question about divorcing their spouse with 
Alzheimer’s disease in order to marry another person. He said, “You may marry someone else 
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because the part of the person you married is gone.” As you can imagine, Robertson 
experienced the outrage of many viewers who took their vows literally and seriously. It is God’s 
moral will for a married couple to stay together. 

As a pastor, I helped families pick up the pieces after divorce. Often, children felt that they were 
somehow to blame for the divorce. Let me be clear: Divorce is not the child’s fault. Children need 
prayer and affirmation in the wake of divorce. The church must not allow feelings of awkwardness to 
keep them from ministering to children of divorced parents. 

Readying for Judgment (2:17-3:5) 

Malachi told the people to honor God by repenting and turning to him in light of his coming 
judgment. God will judge wrongdoers! 

Malachi 3:5 And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the 
hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, 
and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts. 

God’s judgment is fearful not only because of the offense. God’s judgment is fearful because of him, 
the One who was offended.  

I tell my children often that they must learn to respect each other and those in authority. If 
they do not respect authority now, they will not respect authorities in their lives as adults. The 
consequences become more severe the greater the authority figure disobeyed. It is one thing to 
disrespect your brother or sister as a child and slap them. It is an entirely different issue to grow up to 
be an adult and to physically assault the President of the United States. Remember, when we sin 
against God, we are sinning against the God of the universe!  

Launderer’s Soap 

Malachi described the judgment of God as a “refining fire” and a “launderer’s soap.” Clothing 
changed very little during biblical history. Loose-fitting clothes regulated body heat and allowed 
freedom of movement. The colors, tassels, and borders of the garment could have special meaning. 
For instance, David felt remorse after cutting Saul’s hem because it disparaged Saul’s status as King of 
Israel (cf. 1 Samuel 5-6). Most garments were made of wool. All clothing was valued and handed down 
to children. Sometimes, clothing was offered to pledge a debt (cf. Proverbs 20:16, Amos 2:8). 
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The kethoneth was a garment worn by men. The garment was made of wool and was cut to be 
a half-sleeved tunic. The kethoneth was knee-length and cinched by a belt. The tassels on the garment 
included at least one blue thread which hung from the corners of the garment. 

Numbers 15:37-41 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 38 Speak unto the children of Israel, and 
bid them that they make them fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, 
and that they put upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of blue: 39 And it shall be unto you for a 
fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the Lord, and do them ; and 
that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring:40 That 
ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God. 41 I am the Lord your 
God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am the Lord your God. 

The simlah was the outer robe. This protected the wearer from the elements. A girdle or loin 
cloth called an ezor was worn underneath. Women wore tunics and robes similar to men.  

Clothing was made from sheep or goat wool on a spinning staff—the spindle almost three feet 
in length. The dyes were very precious and came from nature: blue from indigo, scarlet from lice eggs, 
red from safflower, etc.  

Because of the investment of time, clothing was carefully cleaned. The clothes were soiled with 
sweat, dirt, and food. Without modern chemicals, clothes were difficult to clean. Fullers and owners 
would beat the clothes with sticks and tread them under foot to remove the dust. Often, people were 
treat the garments with mixtures of soda and potash which comes from burned wood. Other cleaners 
used included urine, chalk, and bean meal mixed with water. The smell of these “cleaning products” 
could be so offensive that fullers would work on the outskirts of town. 

Sometimes, the cleaning was not for aesthetic or sanitary reasons only. Garments were also 
cleaned for ritual purity. 

Leviticus 6:27 Whatsoever shall touch the flesh thereof shall be holy: and when there is sprinkled of 
the blood thereof upon any garment, thou shalt wash that whereon it was sprinkled in the holy place.  

The spiritual message is that no earthly cleansing can remove guilt. God is the only cleansing soap who 
can take away the sin of his people. Sometimes the removal of sin is forceful and offensive. However, 
God purifies his people in the process. 

When we honor God, he will honor us! When Jesus was on the cross, God was giving his very 
best to us. We must give God the best of our lives by giving him our whole selves by following Jesus as 
a disciple. 
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Rendering the Tithe (3:6-12) 
The people of Israel had no regard for giving God the first-fruit of the tithe to God. Without 

support from the Empire, the Temple services were dependent upon the people’s tithes. The people 
were impoverished. They no longer took their responsibilities to heart by giving to God first. 

Summary of Issues in Malachi’s Day 

1. Worship was in decline. 
2. Money was tight. 
3. Families were stressed. 
4. Outsiders were perceived as a threat. 

Many justify withholding the tithe during times of difficulty. 

Origin of the Tithe 

When we honor God, we acknowledge Him as the source of all our blessings (cf. Ps. 103:1-2). 
In Deuteronomy, Melchizedek declared the true nature of Abram’s victory over the enemy as he 
rescued his nephew Lot—God delivered him. Here is the first mention of the tithe in the Bible (Deut. 
14:22). Abram’s gift indicates that he considered Melchizedek a true priest of the living God; in giving 
this gift Abram was giving to the Lord.” Jacob pledged a tithe at Bethel in exchange for his safe trip 
back to the homeland (cf. Genesis 20-22). These instances of tithing predated the Law.  

Israel was not alone in tithing. Other ancient cultures tithed—Canaanites, Phoenicians, Arabs, 
Carthaginians, Lydians, Greeks, and Romans. Israel was instructed to tithe by the Law of Moses. They 
were to tithe on everything produced from the ground—crops, livestock, etc. (cf. Leviticus 27:30-32; 
Deuteronomy 14:22-23). Tithing was vital to Israel’s worship system. If the people did not tithe, the 
priests and the Levites had to resort to other sources of support (cf. Nehemiah 13:10). 

Malachi was forceful in his rebuke of Israel. He accused them of “robbing God.” How could 
people—mere mortals—rob almighty God? In tithes and offerings! The tithe, mahasar, was mentioned 
32 times in the Old Testament. Literally, the tithe means a tenth. The tithe was to be brought to the 
central sanctuary, the Tabernacle—which was replaced by the Temple (cf. Deuteronomy 12:5-6, 11). 
When Malachi exhorted the people to bring the tithe into the “storehouse,” he was referring to the 
Temple in Jerusalem.  
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Israelites shared in the blessing of the tithe together. They ate a portion of their tithes as a 
fellowship meal in the presence of the Lord at the Temple (cf. Deuteronomy 14:23). Every three years, 
they offered a special tithe. This tithe was not taken to the Temple but was stored for distribution to 
the Levites, foreigners, orphans, and widows (cf. Deuteronomy 14:28-29; 26:12). 

Traditionally, the Jews have held that there were two different annual tithes. One was provided 
for the Levites. The other for the prescribed meal at the Temple. According to this interpretation, the 
tithe of the third year was a special use of the second tithe. 

Jesus Encouraged Tithing 

Matthew 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and 
cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought 
ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 

Matthew 22:21 They say unto him, Caesar's. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's. 

The Old Testament Offerings from Leviticus 1-7 

1. Burnt Offering 
2. Grain Offering 
3. Fellowship Offering (Peace Offering) 
4. Sin Offering 
5. Guilt Offering (Tresspass Offering) 

Malachi used the word terum for offering. This is a more general word for a “contribution” or 
“donation.” The root word rum refers to something exalted or raised up to God. In Israel’s past, when 
revival had broken out, the people joyously gave to the Lord’s work (cf. 2 Chronicles 31:10, 12, 14; 
Nehemiah 10:37). 

The Israelites lack of tithing was a 
symptom of a greater issue. Israel 
had lost faith in God.  
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Word Study: Test 

With regards to Israel’s failure to tithe, God commands them to test his faithfulness by tithing.  

Test (Heb. bachan) (Malachi 3:10; Gen. 42:15 , 16; Ps. 26:2 ; Jer. 9:7) Strong’s #974 : This Hebrew 
verb means “to try,” or “to put to the test” (Job 23:10; Ps. 139:23; Zech. 13:9). The word can mean 
“to test” in the sense of separating or discriminating one thing from another (Job 34:3). When this 
word is used to depict God’s “testing” of people, it means the proving of individuals in such a way that 
their faith becomes more established (Ps. 66:10–12; Jer. 17:10 ; 20:12). Malachi’s challenge to the 
Israelites to try God is a rare instance in which people are encouraged to test the faithfulness of the 
Lord (3:10 ). This word for try can be contrasted with another Hebrew verb for testing, nasah. That 
latter word is frequently used in a negative sense, to describe the way Israel was testing God with their 
unbelief (Ex. 17:7; Ps. 78:18; 95:9). The Law of Moses warned the Israelites not to tempt God (Deut. 
6:16; Ps. 95:9); it was a mark of spiritual adultery (Matt. 12:38, 39). According to James, God tests 
people in order to grant them a crown of life, but he tempts no one (James 1:12-14). 

Failure to Worship 

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, “What greater calamity can fall upon a nation than the loss of 
worship?” Israel had kept the form of worship, but believed neither worship or God made a difference. 
The priests had surrendered their integrity. The people were skeptical. They shed tears and recited 
long prayers, but nothing was happening spiritually. 

Remaining Faithful Until He Returns & 
Remembering His Law (3:13-4:6) 

Israel’s feelings toward God could be summarized in the words of Malachi 3:14. 

Malachi 3:14 Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his 
ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts? 

Their persistent sin had rendered worship meaningless. They allowed apathy to steal away the joy of 
their relationship with God. Complacency is a serious issue in the church today. The prophet was sent 
to Israel to stir the waters of repentance, reminding the people of the coming Day of the Lord. 

God’s Promise 
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God has a book of remembrance for those who honor and fear him. God will make theme the 
object of his love. 

Malachi 3:16 Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and 
heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon his name. 

God is calling us back into a relationship with him. Doesn’t a Father deserve honor? We honor God by 
responding to his calling and repenting of our sin.  

God Promised to Send Elijah  

Malachi 4:5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day 
of the Lord: 6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to 
their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 

Malachi predicted the coming of Elijah before the judgment preceding the presence of the 
kingdom. If Israel had repented, John the Baptist would have come in the spirit and power of Elijah. 
Because Israel failed to respond as they should have, the prophecy of Malachi 4:5-6 is yet to be 
fulfilled completely (cf. Matt. 17:11; Mal. 3:1). 

 


