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FOREWORD

Collecting these histories has been an enjoyable task. My hope is that these brief sketches will
whet the interest of each church to research its own history and write it down.

I wrote these abbreviated histories from what written sources I could locate and from personal
interviews. The reader will find a list of sources in a bibliography at the end of each church's
section. Footnotes are in parentheses and correspond with the bibliographic listings.
Joseph L. Whitten P. O. Box 125 Odenville, AL 35120

RELIGIOUS LIFE IN ODENVILLE

Odenville has always had an active religious life, for that was a vital part of the lives of the first
settlers here. Christopher Vandegrift was a Methodist minister, and Peter Hardin was ordained
Into the Cumberland Presbyterian ministry at Liberty Church in 1850.

Liberty was the first church building here and was a community church. It is thought that services
were probably begun at that location shortly after the Vandegrifts and Hardins came Into this part
of St. Clair County in late 1821, for It was important that folk have a place to come together to
worship.

Early records of religious activities are sparse; however, a few clippings and notations survive. In
February 1898 a column of Odenville news In the Springville News informs us that
'Dr. Jones preached an interesting sermon last Sunday evening.' Then in March: "Rev. J. B.
Stovall lectured Saturday night at Liberty to the men only." And in April Rev. Stovall
"...preached to a large congregation Sunday." In 1898, Liberty was still the only meeting house In
Odenville; however, there were churches at Bethel, Branchville, Ebenezer, Low Gap, Friendship,
Evergreen, and New Lebanon by 1898.

By 1908, Odenville's paper, the St. Clair County News, was listing a "Church Directory' each
week, and we find there were groups of Presbyterians, Methodists and Baptists meeting in
Odenville. The directory for September 10, 1908, lists the following.

METHODIST E. (Episcopal) SOUTH. Services every first Sunday in each month at 11 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. Rev. J. W. Lee pastor.

BAPTIST. Services every fourth Sunday in each month at 11 a. m., and 7:30 p. m. Rev. Walter S.
Brown pastor. Sabbath School every Sunday at 9:30 a. m.

PRESBYTERIAN. Services every second and fourth Sundays in each month, Revs, J. B. Stovall and
T. G. Reed pastors. Sabbath School every Sunday at 9;00 a. m. ( In some places Rev. Reed's name
is spelled Read. He was a Cumberland Presbyterian. Rev. Stovall was Presbyterian U.S.A.] (SCCN
9/10/08)

By March of 1909, a distinction was made in the church directory between Cumberland
Presbyterians and Presbyterians as each church was listed separately in the directory. (SCCN,
03/04/09)



Just where the Methodist and Baptist congregations held services is not stated, but they probably
met in the Odenville Elementary School, a modern building In 1908. County-wide meetings of
all sorts were frequently held in the spacious facilities of the school.

A Ladies Aid Society was organized in the spring of 1909 by the ladies of the Presbyterian and
Methodist churches. Meeting at the home of Mrs. L. K. Benson, wife of the principal of St. Clair
County High School, they constituted the society and elected the following officers: Mrs. L. K.
Benson, president; Mrs, J. L. Maddox, vice-president; Mrs. Henry George, treasurer; and Mrs.
Charles Wolford, corresponding and recording secretary. (SCCN 4/01/09)

As their first fund-raising project, the Society planned an Easter egg hunt for Saturday, April 10,
and announced that 'All friends are requested to meet at the home of Mrs. Benson and go thence
to the pine grove where the egg hunt will be indulged in. Ten cents admission will be charged,
and everybody, especially the children, is invited to come.' (SCCN 04/01/09)

In October, 1911, the Synod of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church for the state of Alabama
was held in OdenvIlle. The proceedings were presided over by the Rev. Dr. Lewis of
Birmingham, and a Mrs. Clay spoke about foreign missions to the Sunday School meeting. In
reporting these meetings, the newspaper observed that "The Cahaba Hotel has been called upon
to entertain a number of distinguished guests during the past week." (SCCN 10/19/11)

It seems that for a number of years there was a community Sunday School. There are
announcements in the 1912 papers, and the names mentioned are family names associated with
the three different denominations. One announcement reads: 'The next District Sunday School
Convention will be held at Bethel Church on June 30th. The following delegates were elected on
Sunday to represent the Odenville Sunday school: Mrs. J. O. Sturdivant, Mrs. S. M. Cummings,
Mrs. J. C. DuBois, Jr., Mrs, J. A. Hess, Mrs. C. C. Brown, S. M. Cummings, Howard Jones, Sara
B. Newton. A full delegation is desired by the President J. T. Newton, Jr., as officers will be
elected at this meeting. (SCCN 06/20/12)

Baptizings were sometimes reported in the newspaper. One in 1912 was as follows: 'On last
Sunday afternoon there was a baptizing at Hawkins' branch on the Springville road, by Rev. W.
Carson. Mrs. Alex Hunnycutt, Misses Nell Hardin and Effie Dorsett being among the number
baptized.' (SCCN 06/06/12) Baptizings were often held at Branchville in the pool in front of the
Nelms home, and many people still living in the area were baptized there. This historic pool was
removed in early 1991.

There were missionary societies throughout St, Clair County. In 1922 the North St. Clair
Woman's Missionary Union held its annual meeting in Odenville on July 7. "The meeting was a
very successful and Instructive one. Miss Margaret Reynolds, State leader of the young peoples
work, lectured in the forenoon on 'Service for Christ' and the 'Graded Union." (PCN, 7/19/22)

Church-centered activities such as the Missionary Union, Sunbeams, Christian Endeavor, Sunday
School Conventions, singings, Women's Missionary Union, Baptist Young Peoples Union, the
Ladies Aid Society, Sunday worship and revivals were all a part of the religious life of Odenville
from the nineteenth century onward. And as the years passed, there began to be constructed



church buildings in OdenvIlle and in the surrounding areas.
The brief historical sketches that follow are arranged alphabetically by church name.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
1. Pell City News, Pell City, Alabama. July 19, 1922.
2. St. Clair County News. Odenville and Ragland, Alabama. September 10, 1908; March 4,
1909; April 1, 1909; October 19, 1911; June 6, 1912; June 20, 1912, 3, Springville News,
Springville, Alabama, February 24, 1898; March 17, 1898; April 14, 1898.
4. Vandegrift, Erskine. 300 Years of Vandegrifts. Undated, Privately printed.
5. Watson, Frank. Liberty Cumberland Presbyterian Church and Cemetery, Odenville, Alabama,
History and Tombstone Inscriptions. Undated, Privately Printed.

6.
ODENVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL In 1908. Sketched by Roxanne B. Stokes from a 1908
St. Clair County News picture.

BAKER ZION BAPTIST CHURCH

Prior to 1948, black families of the Baptist denomination in lower Shoal Creek Valley met at
Hardrick School, which was located on what is now Pleasant Valley Road in Odenville.

In the late 1940s the congregation decided to erect a church building. Walter Baker took upon
himself the task of raising funds for construction. Many folk gave donations--some of which
were sacrificial gifts to God's work in the community. Corene Burr, granddaughter of Walter
Baker, donated an acre of land for the sanctuary, which was built around 1948. The members
gave It the name Baker Zion: Baker for Walter Baker who had worked so diligently for the
building project and Zion from the Bible where the name is used both for the city of Jerusalem
and for the City of God, Heaven.



The early members were Bakers: Walter Baker, Cason Baker, Mary Baker, Ruby Baker, and
Corene Burr.

The first funeral at this church was that of Ruby Baker In 1950. She is buried at Friendship
Cemetery, a community cemetery for both blacks and whites.

Rev. Jesse McGee, from Gadsden, was the first minister of Baker Zion Baptist, and in the forty-three
years of its existence there have been only two other ministers, Rev. J. H. Bell being the second and
Rev. C. L. Garrett the third and present minister who has pastored there for over twenty-five
years.

Services have always been held two Sundays a month. Sunday School Is held only on meeting
Sundays with the pastor teaching the class. The congregation today is small, as is the case for most
small churches throughout the land. However, it is a comfort to these people that Christ told us "For
where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them." So, Baker
Zion Baptist Church Is a continuing light for the Gospel of Christ in the community today.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Information furnished by Elta Mae Byers.

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH

The Bethel Baptist Church was organized December 30, 1832, although exactly where the first
worship service was held has not been established. The original record book no longer exists, but
it is thought the first meeting was in a small building which sat about where the old cemetery is now.

Some facts about that first meeting have been collected by K. G. Fowler. The first song sung was
"Brethren We Have Met to Worship,' and the first scripture read was Matthew 16:13-21. (Church
Directory, 1990)

On that organization day, there were present Bro. Joseph Hill, Bro. William McCain, and Bro.
Gideon Blythe, from Hebron, Mt. Zion, and Cahaba. One of the three was moderator and the other
two the council. There were twenty-nine persons present, Including nine slaves.

The following were given as reasons for wanting to organize a church In the community: that there
were enough people living there to organize a church, that it was too far to drive an ox cart to Hebron
for services, and that even though the community folk had family worship they desired to meet
together as a body of believers to worship.

The council felt there was a very real need for a missionary Baptist Church in the area; and after
much prayer and after consulting with neighboring brethren, the council voted that the church be
organized. They stated: 'It is resolved that we enter upon the organization of a church under the
direction of said council.' The Principals of Faith were read and adopted, and the Church Covenant
was adopted. The Covenant is still used today. Services were to be held once a month. The charter
members gave their names to the clerk, and one joined by 'experience and grace' for baptism. A list
of the charter members seems not to have survived the years. The name Bethel was accepted
unanimously. (Church Directory, 1990)



It is stated that at the conclusion, the moderator spoke to the people these words: 'As we depart to
our respective homes, may we remember that this church which we have founded here is
patterned after the first church that Christ set up. May we each strive to be good, loyal Christian
members and may this church live on in this community and may it serve many generations; and
now 'May the Grace of our Lord and the communion of the Holy Ghost rest and abide with you
all,' Amen.' (Church Directory, 1990)

A white, frame building was the Bethel Sanctuary for many years. Improvements and additions
were made as the congregation was able.

In 1948 the church purchased new pews. Bethel made an agreement to sell twenty-one slat seats
for $100.00 to Bro Rush Franklin for a Freewill Baptist church at Huffman. Bro. Franklin paid
$25.00 down and agreed to pay $10.00 per month for five months. Twenty-five dollars of the
$100 was considered a donation to the new church, so a total of $75.00 was realized from the
benches. In February, 1949, it is recorded that the 'balance on the church seats was collected (not
the pledges) and paid Feb. 7, 1949.' Mrs. Mant Coshatt offered a prayer of thanksgiving for all
who helped make it possible for Bethel Church to have new pews. (Church Minutes, 1949,
p.141)

With the building of a new highway in the 1940s, Bethel Church no longer faced the road; the
new highway having been made behind the church rather than following the old road. The back
of the church now needed to be the front. So, on Wednesday, February 22, 1950, Mrs. Cora Lee
made a motion, which was seconded, to move the stage to the opposite end of the church, and to
put double doors at the end which faced the new highway. The motion carried, the change was
soon made, and Bethel Church once again faced the road. (Church Minutes, 02/22/50)

A building fund was started in 1969 with the church voting to take five percent of the gross income
each month and set it aside for a building. Individuals were encouraged to make contributions to the
fund as well. (Church Minutes, 10/01/69)

A new church building with educational wing was constructed and was dedicated September 30,
1973. (Church Directory, 1990) The old building was moved to a location just a short way down the
road where it was positioned on a new foundation and bricked. It was named Church of the Valley
and is used for Singing Conventions, weddings, and various religious activities of the community.

Continued growth of Bethel Church dictated that further expansion was necessary; therefore, an
educational building with fellowship hall was erected at a cost of $185,000. This wing was dedicated
December 5, 1982, at which time Scripture was read from First Kings, Chapter 9, and Bro. Mike
Northcutt lead in a responsive reading and prayed the dedicatory prayer.

God blessed and the church grew. Children's programs were started under the ministry of Wee Care
that included day care, kindergarten, and Mother's Day Out. In May, 1989, the congregation adopted
a long-range development plan which looks forward to the twenty-first century. The first phase of
the plan was a wing of class rooms and facilities for children. Completed in 1991, it was dedicated
on April 7 of that year.
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BRANCHVILLE CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

OdenvilleFor the beginnings of Cumberland Presbyterianism in Beaver Valley, the reader Is directed
to the history of Liberty church in Odenville. By 1880 the population of the Odenville / Branchville
area had increased to the extent that a church was needed in Branchville. (Vandegrift)

The Branchville Cumberland Presbyterian Church was the outgrowth of 'great spiritual revivals' that
were held in the school house on the hill where the church building stands today.

It is recorded that the Reverends Thorney Taylor, Tom Nation, John C. Smith and others preached
the Word of God with such force and understanding "that sinners were convicted and rose from the
altar shouting praises to God.'

The Branchville Cumberland Presbyterian Church was organized in 1882, but whether this was also
the year of the revivals is not clear. With the involvement of several preachers, the revivals may have
been over a period of a year or two; perhaps 1880 - 1882.

A Rev. Millburn, who was a school teacher as well as a Cumberland Presbyterian minister, came to
Branchville to teach school. He was instrumental in organizing the church and was the first pastor.
The first elders of the church were J. H. Vandegrift, Billy Frazier, John L. Vandegrift and Mr.
Douglas.

The school house also served as a place for Sunday school. Some of the first superintendents were
James H. Vandegrift, John L. Vandegrift, William 'Uncle Billy' Frazier, and John W. Frazier.

In 1883, Rev. Millburn brought the Reverends T. B. Nation, Joe James, and John C. Smith to
help him in a revival meeting. According to an undated account 'The windows of Heaven were
opened and a mighty outpouring of God's Spirit fell upon the people. A glorious revival resulted,
and a large number of people were added to the church.'
James and Preshy Vandegrift gave the land for the first Cumberland Presbyterian Church
sanctuary at Branchville. Giving the land through the trustees of the church (William Frazier,
John R. C. Ash, and John L. Vandegrift), they stipulated that a building must be constructed on
the property within twelve months.

The folk of the community were filled with excitement and with a zeal to get the job done; so, in
the spirit of brotherly love and a unity of faith they set to work. Among the many who gave of
their time and timber were John R. C. Ash, John Veasey, H. Moor, J. T. Scoggins, John L.
Vandegrift, William Frazier, John W. Frazier, H. Shirley, and F. M. Nelms. Mr. Nelms sawed the
lumber without charge. Henry Hawkins donated 1,000 feet of ceiling, and 'Uncle Billy' Frazier



installed the ceiling at night--singing as he worked, it is said. Grandpa Nelms made all the seats.
The entire building, pulpit, and pews were completed without a public collection. The women
pieced quilts and sold them, and they had an 'Old District School" at which they made $10.00
which went toward nails, sash, doors, and blinds. So the first building was completed.

The first pastor at the new building was Rev. Wilson. He was followed by Rev. T. B. Nation, a
well-loved and highly respected minister throughout this part of Alabama. He is mentioned often in
the newspapers of the day.

The life of the church progressed smoothly until 1906 when the national leaders of the denomination
sought to merge with the Presbyterian U.S.A church. All over the United States, however, there were
Cumberland Presbyterians who wanted the Cumberland Presbyterian church to continue.

It was over this issue that the Branchville church had its first major division. The pastor, Rev. R. P.
Taylor, and some of the congregation were in favor of the uniting of the two
denominations. Another group wanted their church to continue as Cumberland Presbyterian; and,
because of the wording of the original deed given by Mr. and Mrs. Vandegrift, the church property
remained in the hands of the Cumberland Presbyterians. With the exception of J. T. Newton, Jr., all
of the elders went with the newly merged denomination.

Although saddened by losing their fellow workers, those who remained 'raised the banner of the
church high' and went forward. Rev. George M. Simpson, a retired minister living in the
community, acted as pastor until the Rev. T. G. Read was called in 1907. He stayed until 1908
when the Rev. T. J. Rasco, 'a gentle, kindly' man came and led them for fourteen years: 1909 to
1923. The Rev. T. B. Nation, 'another grand old soldier,' was pastor from 1923 until 1932. Other
ministers were D. C. Murphree, 1933-1938; R. H. Ridgeway, 1939-1940; Bob Ezell, 1941-1942;
D. C. Murphree, 1943-1947; T. R. Tadlock, 1947-1948; B. L. Colley, 1948-1949; Rev. J. O.
Lankford, 1949. Since 1950, there have been these pastors: A. C. Acton, Charles F. White, C. E.
Bishop, Fred Canada, Charles Morrow, A. C. Acton, Jesse Fox, James Lambert, C. E. Prince, and
the present pastor, George Woodliff.

In 1947 the highway was widened and paved, and since the right of way was so near the church
building, it seemed best to sell the church property and rebuild the sanctuary on top of the hill
where the school had been until it burned in 1944. Negotiations with the St. Clair County and the
State Boards of Education were begun. This resulted in the State of Alabama, for a sum of
money, giving to the Branchville Cumberland Presbyterian Church a deed to the property where
the present church is situated. The deed, dated November 1, 1946, was signed by Chauncey
Sparks as Governor of Alabama and A. R. Meadows as State Superintendent of Education. The
deed was made out to the trustees of the church, J. T. Newton, Jr., W. L. Mize, and H. L. Mize.

The task then was to take down the old building and re-use as much of the material as possible in
a new structure on the hill. This the people of Branchville undertook gladly. Time, money, and
materials were donated: aid was given by folk outside the community; and the ladies quilted and
sold 'dozens and dozens" of quilts as well as aprons and lunch cloths. Through selling their
needlework and by having food sales, the ladies raised a good deal of much-needed money.



OdenvilleThere were twenty-one families represented in Sunday School for the first service held in
the present church building, August 31, 1947. The Rev. Ed Glover of Birmingham preached the first
sermon in this building. Richard Preston "Ricky" Dean was the first baby christened there.

Then on August 26, 1951, a special dedication service was held. The church property was dedicated
to the Lord at the eleven o'clock service. The history of the church was read by Mrs. Ernest (Josie)
McLaughlin, and the dedication itself was conducted by the Rev. Bob Ezell from Mississippi. A
collection of $50.28 was taken, and at the noon hour a feast was served in the basement of the
church.

At two o'clock in the afternoon, the people reassembled for the dedication of seven stained glass
memorial windows. As the name on each window was called, Mr. J. T. Newton, Jr., gave a short
biographical sketch of the person. As each person was remarked upon, Miss Hazel Dumas placed
a lovely pot of flowers In the window. Following the presentation of the windows, Rev. Ed Glover
of East Lake Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Birmingham, delivered the sermon.

The church on the hill is a landmark in Branchville, a focal point, as it were, which reminds us of
the past and gives stability to the present. May it long continue.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Odenville1. 'History of Branchville Cumberland Presbyterian Church," Typescript. Author not listed;
undated. Copy provided by Kenneth Hodges,
2. Vandegrift, Erskine, Sr. Typed, two-page history of Branchville Cumberland Presbyterian
church, undated.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Odenville In 1964, some of the members of Odenville Baptist withdrew, and on April 19, met at
the Odenville Presbyterian Church U.S.A. to organize what would become Calvary Baptist. At
the organizational meeting fifty-five persons became charter members; but the charter was left
open for three months, and by the time it closed on July 26, there was a total charter membership
of ninety-eight. The advisory council which assisted the new church was Rev. Ferrell Boone,
Rev. T. J. Banks, Rev. Floyd Battles, H. H. Glenn, E. E. Hawkins, J. R. Brunson, and Dewey
Mayfield. The first pastor was Rev. A. D. Arrington.

Since there was no available church building, Ray Bodiford let the new congregation use, rent
free, the Cahaba Hotel building which was located on Alabama Street and Third Avenue. He also
allowed the church to use the old post office building as an auditorium for worship. The first
worship service was held May 3, 1964, and on that date the Sunday school was organized with
eighty-five members. In the hotel, the church used one downstairs room and eight rooms upstairs.
They also used two members' homes across the street for three Sunday school classes. For
furniture, the Presbyterian U.S.A. and Friendship Baptist each lent Calvary ten pews, while the
Arringtons donated their piano to the church. The State Sunday School Board and the Home
Mission Board gave them twenty-five free hymnals and literature for one quarter. They also
received a $1,000.00 grant to pay on land, $500.00 for equipment, and $75.00 a month for one
year as supplement to the pastor's salary.



Soon after the organization, the following men were appointed to the building committee: R. G.
Stanfield, Hubert Bodiford, Neil Perrin, Alton Aderholt, and Ernest Bailey. As a site for Its building,
the church bought eight-and-a-half acres of the Lovell Estate for $5,500.00. This property with a
gently rising hill gave perhaps one of the loveliest locations in Odenville for a church.

On July 19, 1964, the congregation broke ground for their building. Rev. Floyd Battles, pastor of
Cedar Grove Baptist Church, brought the message. A fellowship dinner was held at the site. The
church financed the construction of the building through the sale of bonds, with the Citizens
Bank of Leeds serving as depository and paying agent.

On the property was an older house which the church repaired and painted so it could be used as
a pastorium. In 1966 they remodeled it and in 1972 added a room. When the church could afford
a new pastorium, the old house was torn down and the present brick house was built.

Some 'firsts for the church include the following events. In August 1964, the first revival was led
by Rev. Richard Sharp from Dothan. David Kirkland was hired as the first paid Music Director at
$15.00 per week. The summer of 1965 saw the first Bible School with 104 enrolled. Three
professed faith during the two weeks. The Sunday School enrollment for the first year was 104
with an average attendance of seventy-one. Church Training Union for the first year averaged
forty-nine. Total offerings for the first year were $14,832.00 with a budget of $13,195.00. A new
piano was purchased in 1965 and a new organ in 1968.

In 1970, the church experienced a strong revival in which 227 decisions were made. Of the
twenty-five professions of faith, fifteen united with Calvary. The other converts united with other
churches in the Odenville area. Five others joined Calvary, one by statement and four by letters from
other Baptist churches.

Over the years the church added other programs and areas of service. These included in 1975 a bus
route, in 1979 a puppet ministry, in 1981 a deaf ministry, and in 1983 a Children's Church program.

When additional space was needed, a trailer was purchased in 1982 to serve for three class rooms.
Then in 1983, the church added an educational wing containing eight classrooms and, downstairs,
a kitchen-dining room. This building program was financed by selling $36,750 worth of bonds.

OdenvilleMinisters during the passing years have been A. D. Arrington, Benton Towry (interim),
Sidney Hill, Buddy Surles (interim), Clinton Guthrie, Pau) Minton (interim), Tommy Banks, David
Myers, Lloyd Golden (interim), J. C. Pierce, and William H. Collins. The church continues today
under the guidance of Jess Page, who came in 1990 to pastor the church.

Calvary, a fitting name for a church on a hill, for it calls to mind another place called Calvary where
stood "the old rugged cross.' And it is the Christ of that Calvary Who still offers hope and peace to
hearts broken by distress and sorrow.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
1. Church Bulletin, "The Calvary Baptist church of Odenville, September 16, 1964.
2. History of Calvary Baptist, printed by the church, [1989).



THE CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY

There was no Church of God of Prophecy in the Odenville area in 1980 when Kenneth Staggs, an
ordained bishop in the denomination and a resident of Odenville, felt led of God to organize a
church here. On July 12, 1980, twenty-seven people met at the home of Bill Champion and
organized the congregation.

A vacant store was rented for a meeting place, and the first service was held on August 3, 1980.
Kenneth Staggs, as pastor of the church, preached the first sermon.

It was not long before the membership secured a parcel of historic property in Odenville, a part
of the Hodges estate. This was a part of land that had been the homestead of Peter Hardin, first
settler in Odenville. The property was located just across Highway 411 from the store where the
congregation was then meeting for worship services.

The church members designed the building they wanted and built it themselves, with outside help
necessary in certain areas of the construction. The cement blocks were bought February 26, 1984,
and were laid the next week. The folk worked with a steadfast purpose and were able to move
into their new sanctuary in March, 1984.

Just recently a landscaping project was spearheaded by June Champion and Deborah Wallace.
This successful project presents a lovely picture for folk driving down Highway 411 or for those
living or doing business across the street.

Pastors over the years since Kenneth Staggs have been George Denard, Paul King, Ross
Swindall, and James Oliver, who has been minister for about six years. Present youth director is
June Champion. Deborah Wallace is music director and pianist.

Sunday school attendance is around forty, with some Sundays having better attendance than
others. The current membership is thirty-seven. Sunday meetings include 10:00 a.m. Sunday
school, 11:00 a.m. worship service, and 6:00 p.m. worship service. Wednesday night service Is at
7:00 p.m. Revivals, singings, and fellowship dinners are parts of their church life as well.

This, the newest congregation in Odenville, stands on the thoroughfare of the town and invites those
going by to come aside, away from the rush of living, and worship God.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
1. Wallace, Milton Ray. Interview, 1991.

CHURCH OF THE VALLEY

Church of the Valley is unusual in that it is a recycled church, having been the Bethel sanctuary
for many, many years. When Bethel constructed a new sanctuary, James R. Brunson, Rev. L.
Bailey, and Curtis Lee bought the old church. Feeling there was a need for a non-sectarian church



house where singings and special services could be held, these men moved the church to its new
location on Highway 411 South on August 10, 1973.

The first service held in the church was the St. Clair County Singing Convention on Saturday,
October 27 and Sunday, October 28, 1973. The service began with a prayer by Rev. Dewey
Bradley, pastor of Highland View Baptist Church, and the devotional by the Rev. Jessie Fox,
pastor of the Branchville Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Singing groups at this first
convention were John and Sandy Payton, Decatur, Georgia; The Murphy Sisters; and the
Disciples Trio. The convention was attended by more than 350.

The Church of the Valley was dedicated on Sunday, November
25, 1973.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
1.  Newspaper clipping, undated and unidentified, in a 1973 scrapbook belonging to Mrs. G. A.
Fortson.

COPPER SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH

Having been organized in 1873, Copper Springs Baptist Church is the oldest black church in the
Odenville-Branchville area. The original building was of logs and served as both church and
school. The name of the first pastor is not known today; however, the first board of deacons
consisted of Richard Turnbaugh, Joe Vandegrift, Hosie Thomas, and Edd Turnbaugh. Edd
Turnbaugh was also the first Sunday School superintendent.

Early workers in the missionary program of the church were Mrs. Cloria Forman, Sister Lettie
Jones, Sister Ella Lankston, Sister Laura Moore, Sister Maggie Russell, and Sister Ellen
Turnbaugh. The first Mount Pilgrim Missionary Meeting was held at Copper Springs Church In
1879. Mount Pilgrim is a Baptist Missionary Society for the state of Alabama.

The church's first deed was made June 17, 1893, and recorded September 11, 1902. Known as
"Chepros Springs," this half-acre of land was purchased for a church and school for the sum of
$5.00, from Charles Ash and wife, Sara. The second deed for another half-acre bought from Mrs.
Dora Green for the sum of $50.00 Is dated September 15, 1962. The deacons named on this deed
are Pervie Rosebud, Willie Garrett, and William Ragland. The deed was witnessed by Justice of
the Peace J. H. Dean.

The cornerstone for a new sanctuary was laid December, 1977, by Council Lodge #778 and
Margaret Lodge #432. Bishop John Cottingham, pastor of Clark Temple Holiness Church,
Birmingham, brought the message that December Sunday. The present fellowship hall was
constructed in August, 1982, by William Ragland, Willie Mabry, and Morris Vandegrift.

One cannot just mention the name, Willie Mabry and move on; he deserves a comment. For
forty-four years Willie Mabry was
custodian of St. Clair County High School where he was affectionately known as “Shorty.” He loved



the school and this" students and faculty, and they loved him in return. One of the early yearbooks,
1948, had this under his picture: "He slipped us candy and then hid us. The best janitor in the world."
Of course every one who knew him knows that the word 'janitor° as used here includes philosopher,
and many could add, 'He gave us good advice.’

The school that met in the log building was operated by the first three black families in this area:
Forman, Turnbaugh, and Vandegrift. Past teachers at the school have been Mrs. Mary Forman,
Professor Hawkins, Miss Willie McCrary, Miss Nellie BeKneise, Miss Marie Cook, Mrs. Christeen
B. Head, Mrs. Louise Thomas, Miss Catherine Gipson, Miss Jeanette Crim, Miss Eddie L.
Turnbaugh, Miss Pinkie M. Byers, and Mrs. Mary Teacher.

For the 1985 anniversary booklet, Rev. Luther Williams wrote of the church: 'Copper Springs is like
every other church, having Its good days and bad days. But thanks be to God, we will press on so we
can see God's face. Copper Springs is a strong church that will not sell out. It is not bad to fall down,
but to lie there is a disgrace.'

So, as it has done for over a hundred years, this church continues to be an active force and a spiritual
lighthouse in the community.
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EBENEZER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

It is thought that Ebenezer Methodist was established during 1890. One and a fourth acres were
deeded October 23, 1890, by C. C. Coupland and E. E. Coupland to the building committee of
the American Methodist Episcopal Church South. Witnessing the transfer of this property were
A. P. O'Barr and W. H. O’Barr, and certifying it was W. A. Henderson, Justice of Peace. The
members of the building committee were James G. Wyatt, J. A. Dickey, James W. Abercrombie,
Van McLaughlin, and A. H. Coupland. Although the completion date is unknown, it is assumed
the committee had a sanctuary erected by December 31, 1891; for had it not been constructed by
that date, the deed would have been null and void.

Recorded at Ashville on October 8, 1891, the deed also specified that the premises were to be
kept, maintained and used
as a place of worship for the ministry and membership of the Methodist Episcopal Church South.

On August 4, 1896, the committee members named above, deeded the property and the buildings
to the Leeds Mission, Birmingham District, North Alabama Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church South and their successors. This deed was recorded in Ashville on August 22, 1896.

No land was added to the original one and a fourth acres until November 18, 1944, when D. W.

Epperly and wife, Anne Grace L. Epperly, deeded two acres to the church at a cost of $50.00. This



land was for a burial ground, and the public use of the cemetery was included in the deed. Trustees
at this time were R. L. Courson, James Coupland, and J. B. Myers. The deed of this date included
the original tract of land for the church building.

Both the first and second deed were wrong, for they gave as location the incorrect forty-acre tract.
This error was remedied on October 3, 1970, when Andrew J. Murphree and wife, Ruby M. B.
Murphree, gave a Deed of Correction to the trustees of Ebenezer church.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church celebrated Its centennial year with special services on October
18, 19, and 20, 1991. Participating in the celebrations were James Standifer master of ceremonies
and song leader, the Mashburn Family Quartet, and messages by Brother Johnny Stewart, Brother
York, and Brother Micky Morgan who pastored Ebenezer from 1963 to 1965. The three-day
celebration was well-attended by members and friends.

This lovely little church graces a hill-top between the Branchville and Bethel communities. The
structure, simple in its architecture, is topped by a plain belfry. The sanctuary and belfry are painted
white while the front entrance door is stained a rich brown which looks a glossy black when seen
from the road.

Ebenezer is a fitting name for a church, for the literal translation of the Hebrew word Is "the
stone of help." It comes from an Old Testament account of God's giving to Israel the victory over
the Philistines. First Samuel 7:12 reads: "Then Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpah
and Shen and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.' This
small church in St. Clair County is a memorial to the faithfulness of God to His people. A church
is a 'rock in a weary land," as sung in one of our old songs, a place where the members not only
get spiritual help, but also a place from which they reach out to help those in need in the
community.
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EVERGREEN METHODIST CHURCH

Evergreen Methodist Church is located in Beaver Valley, In the heart of St. Clair County, ten
miles west of Ashville. Because the first church was in a pine wood, the church was named
Evergreen.

One hundred sixteen years ago, May 19, 1875, Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Byers deeded two acres of
land to trustees of the church A. W. Byers, John Dean and J. H. Rankin, and to their successors.
The church house was to be erected for 'Religious and literary purposes.' Part of the land was to
be set aside for a cemetery.

The first structure was used as a church and school, as well as a community center, for elections
and community meetings were held there. The charter members of Evergreen church moved their



membership from a church at Free Chapel.

The first pastor was Rev. S. R. Emmerson, and the first Sunday School Superintendent was
Joseph Rankin.

The church building that Is used today was built in 1883 by the people of the community. It is the
only old church in the area with two entrance doors. No doubt this was a carry over from church
architecture that required a door for the ladies to use and a door for the men. Lumber for the 1883
building was sawed by Jim and David Rankin. The lumber was hand-dressed and stacked tent-shape
to dry. Men of the church kept a fire under the lumber so that it would dry and season faster. When
the lumber was ready to use, they built the church.

The church was very active in the early days, sometimes having congregations so large they could
not all get inside. Although today's attendance is not that large, the church is still an active part of
the community life and is a source of spiritual strength for many.

The first person to be buried at Evergreen Cemetery was James Walter Jones on December 2, 1882.
He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Jones.

Memorial Day has been observed at Evergreen on the third Sunday in May every year for almost
a century. The cemetery was eleven years old when these observances were begun in 1893.
Writing in 1954, Mrs. John Coker said of the annual memorial, 'On this day the families and
friends of the deceased come to decorate the graves and pay tribute to their loved ones. These
men and women were the ones who were the first members of the church and helped make the
community a better place for the future generations to live in. An additional acre of land was
donated to the cemetery February 12, 1972, by Dr. and Mrs. W. T. Farmer.

By 1983, additional room was needed for the Sunday school, and on April 7 that year a building
fund account was started.
During the remainder of 1983 and into 1984, the members of the church built one large room onto
the back of the church. This room houses three Sunday school classes, but when a large area is
needed, the classroom walls can be folded away to form a large room. An inside bathroom and an
outside water fountain were also installed at this time.

The tin roof, which had been installed in the 1930s, needed to be replaced in 1986. On September
28, the church held a singing to raise money for the new roof, By October 11, 1986, the new roof was
on the church building--fully paid for by donations.

Evergreen is one of the few relatively unaltered sanctuaries around. Oil lamp hooks remain on
the walls, and the original benches are still used today. This beautiful little church presents to the
passerby an inviting aspect of solitude and peace. One feels the urge to stop under the shade of
the trees and meditate upon God and His goodness, or perhaps one Is inclined to stroll among the
old tombstones and ponder the brevity of life and the faithfulness of God even in the prospect of
death.

The very name of the church, Evergreen, is of spiritual significance; for as the Christian drinks



from the water of life freely, his own spiritual life will flourish under the guidance
of Him Who made us.

This, one of the oldest churches in our area, has a long and faithful history of ministering to the
needs of the people of the surrounding community. May it continue for long, long years to come.
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FRIENDSHIP MISSIONARY BAPTIST

The Friendship Missionary Baptist church was organized on January 17, 1858, by "...the
scattered members of the Baptist denomination holding letters from the different churches.'
Those who met to constitute the new church were John Dickey, James Truss, Hezekiah Moor,
Henry Inzer, and P. S. Montgomery, clerk. These men found the body of believers to be orthodox
and constituted a church with the following charter members: Samuel B. Crow and wife Sarah,
John George and wife Adeline, Belinda Smith, Adeline Don4hoo, Belinda Pruitt, and Marion
Grogan. They named their church Friendship and adopted Articles of Faith and Rules of
Decorum. (Church Record Book) Samuel Crow and John George were the first deacons. (Early
Alabama Churches)

A tragic note concerning Hezekiah Moor is that he was shot and killed in St. Clair County "...as he
rode the public highway on horseback, by a bushwhacker" in the Kelley's Creek area of the county.
(Southwestern Baptist, 1876) Rev. P. S. Montgomery wrote of Moor's murder: 'Having returned
home (from the Civil War) on furlough, he found that much mischief was being done by robbers in
this county (St. Clair)..., and it seemed would ruin the country. Bro. M. gathered a company of men
and was indeed successful in catching them. But alas! about the middle of May 1863, as he was
returning home alone, a wretch secreted himself by the way, and committed the awful deed and fled."
(Southwestern Baptist, 02/04/1864)

Revival meetings have always been a part of rural life, for the community revolved around the
church. Friendship church held its first protracted meeting in July, 1858, and "...received James
Rowen and wife Sarah Rowen, Coll Cockran and John Daral all by experience. Also received A. B.
Bowman and wife Elizabeth Bowman by letter.'

These meetings were a yearly occurrence, for no church year was ever complete without them. An
especially effective protracted meeting, lasting for nine days, was held in August 1873. During this
revival, twenty-six persons were added to the church. Ten of these were by "experience and
baptism." That is, they experienced salvation, were baptized and joined the
church as a result of the meetings.

Rev. I. W. Inzer is also remembered as a preacher who held excellent revival services. C. J.



Donahoo, Jr., recalls that Bro. Inzer's revivals "usually resulted in...souls saved and lives rededicated.
He was a firm believer of the Bible and that there is a Heaven and a Hell, and he preached it in all
sincerity.'

As in other communities, the Friendship church building was used for community purposes as well
as a house of worship. An Interesting item appears in the April 1886 minutes. "It was adopted that
ther shal not be any more public politick meating helt in the house at friendship of any kind,' No
particular reason was given for this action. (Church Record Book)

One who attended this church in the 1930s remembers the old building to be about twice as large as
the present church and would hold 300 or more. The ceiling was quite high and celled with beaded
lumber. Oil lamps hung from the ceiling, and on the walls were lamps with reflectors which
intensified the light and shielded the wood from the heat. In the corner was the organ box where the
pump organ could be stored, The benches were made of several long planks--flexible planks that
could pinch when someone shifted positions; therefore, worshipers had to be on guard about this
danger. The house was heated by a large potbellied stove that sat toward the front, On the rostrum
were three lecterns, one was the pulpit and the smaller ones on each side were decorative. Sometimes
they held a glass of water for the preacher. At the foot of the rostrum was the mourners' bench. Many
were the souls that found salvation and comfort there at that bench at Friendship church. (Donahoo)

As is typical all over the South, Memorial Day is a well-established tradition at Friendship. A single
notation on page 58 of a Church Record book states that the first memorial at Friendship was in May
1892. These services usually began at 9:30 a. m. with a song and proceeded, as one can see by the
number of speakers, at a steady pace throughout the day. Decoration of the graves was at 11:00 a.
m„ with "dinner on the grounds" at 12:00. The day usually ended around 4:30 in the afternoon.

The cemetery at Friendship has from the beginning been used by both black and white families of
the community, although the races did observe different memorial days. A 1900 entry in the
Southern Aegis reads, "A large crowd of colored citizens attended the colored memorial exercises
at Friendship last Saturday." (SE, 05/14/1900) The memorial for the white community was the fourth
Saturday in May. Scheduled speakers for the 1900 memorial were Rev. J. W. Perry, Rev. J. K.
Enzey, Judge W. S. Forman, Rev. J. B. Stovall, James H. Rankin, Rev. John M. Harris, James A.
Embry, and Rev. J. S. E. Robinson. Rev. Enzey's subject was "Why have we met here today?' The
music was directed by H. W. White and others. Chairman of the 1900 memorial committee was John
L. Mize. (SA, 05/10/1900)

Rev. J. S. E. Robinson, mentioned above, was an outstanding Baptist preacher in St. Clair County.
He knew the Scriptures so well that when giving his text he rarely looked at the Bible.
He often pastored four churches, preaching once a month at each. Once, after an especially
noteworthy revival at Friendship, he was asked if it were true that he had converted sixty souls
during the revival. His answer rang out, 'I never done it, sir! The Lord done it!' Such was the preacher
Robinson. (Crow)

In the 1950s when the church decided to build a new sanctuary, Carl Layman was hired to 'tear down
the old church and build the new church at a wage agreed upon by the building committee and Bro.
Layman." (Church Record, 01/01/56) A wood-frame church was built. Some years later it was



bricked, and other additions and remodelings have been carried out at various times.

The very name Friendship has a comforting sound and calls to mind the Scripture which tells us we
have a friend who is closer than a brother. We are also reminded that Christ was a friend of sinners,
and that we Christians, having friendship with Christ, must reach out to those in sin and bring them
to the One Who alone can save. Friendship church has ever done this and shall continue to do so
through the coming years.
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LIBERTY CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Liberty was the first church in Odenville, although the area was Hardin's Shop then and would not
be named Odenville until 1874 when the post office was established here.

A 1908 article in the St. Clair County News recounts that the original Liberty church was a small,
log building which was replaced a few years later with a larger log church that eventually burned.
The article continues, 'A frame building was then built on the hill-top, which was in use for over fifty
years. The present (the fourth) building was built about twenty years ago [c.1880] on the original
site...." (SCCN, 07/16/08) The "twenty years' is thought to be an incorrect number. This was a
community church, and over the years, various denominations have used the Liberty sanctuary for
services until they could erect buildings of their own.

According to Frank Watson, who has researched the church, Rev. James S. Guthrie, a
well-known organizer for the Cumberland
Presbyterians, organized that congregation in March, 1835. (Watson, p.1) The 1908 article, quoted
above, supports that, and adds that the first elders were Peter Hardin and Chris Vandegrift. (SCCN,
07/16/08) Mr. Watson records that the first clerk of session was J. A. Mize. (Watson notes)

In an undated typescript, Erskine Vandegrift, Sr., gives some interesting background about why the
Cumberland Presbyterian congregation was organized at Liberty.

In the first quarter of the nineteenth century there lived in Caldwell, Kentucky; two sweethearts,
Billy Perkins and Preshy George. While attending a camp meeting, these two gave their hearts to
God under the preaching of the great Cumberland Presbyterian minister Finis Ewing. After Billy



Perkins served his stretch with General Andrew Jackson at the Battle of New Orleans In 1815, he
was mustered out of the service and returned to claim his bride.

After the wedding, they came to Alabama by horseback and found a homesite about five miles
north of the present city of Trussville. Other settlers came, but an important element was lacking:
a Cumberland Presbyterian church; therefore, enlisting the help of Finis Ewing, they established
Mt. Calvary Cumberland Presbyterian sometime around 1820.

The Perkins family grew. As time passed, Billy Frazier began courting Nancy Perkins, and from
the "far-away m community of Branchville, Jim Vandegrift started courting Nancy's sister,
Preshy Perkins. Soon the two couples were married and the young men moved their Cumberland
Presbyterian wives to Branchville.

There was no Cumberland Presbyterian church in their area, and soon Nancy and Preshy began to
pressure their husbands for a church of that denomination closer than Mt. Calvary. So, once again
the help of their good friend Finis Ewing was sought, and the interested families of Hardin's
Shop, Branchville, and Beaver Valley, organized a Cumberland Presbyterian congregation at
Liberty. (E. Vandegrift, Sr.)

At the time of which Mr. Vandegrift is speaking, worship services were already being held there at
Liberty and had likely been held since from shortly after the Hardins and the Vandegrifts arrived in
December of 1821.

Did Rev. Ewing or Rev. Guthrie organize the congregation? Likely both. The Rev. Finis Ewing was
one of the founding fathers of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and he is mentioned frequently
In the authoritative history of that church. James S. Guthrie was a contemporary of Rev. Ewing, but
Guthrie is mentioned only twice in the same history. It seems probable that James Guthrie came to
the Hardin's Shop/Branchville area under the direction of Finis Ewing to organize the denomination
in this area.

One needs to reconcile the 1908 newspaper date of about 1880 for the church building with oral
history of OdenvIlle. Local tradition has the present building at Liberty completed around 1850, and
the simplicity of the architecture corresponds with an early date. By 1880 Victorian influences would
certainly have been expressed to some extent in the building of a sanctuary, but there are none.
Furthermore, when one considers that the steeple was added sometime around 1900, and mentally
removes that feature, then the building automatically assumes a date earlier than 1880. Peter Hardin
Is reported to have preached the first sermon in the present building, and we know that Hardin was
ordained a minister of the Cumberland Presbyterian church on June 3, 1850. (Watson Notes)
Considering these factors, this author is satisfied with an 1850  construction date for the present
building.

The steeple-belfry was added just after the turn of the century. The women of the church made and
sold quilts to raise the funds to purchase the bell. (Watson Notes) For decades it tolled for the people
of the community, but the bell has been silent now for many years. The last person to ring the bell
regularly was the late James Sumner Turner. (Watson, p.2)



The Liberty Cemetery Is one of the oldest in the county. Three men prominent in the early history
of St. Clair County are buried here: Peter Hardin, John Ash, and Henry Looney. The earliest
marked grave is George Vandegrift's, who died September 15, 1833, James Lovell and his wife
Martha bequeathed, in a will dated December 18, 1835, additional land to Liberty to provide a
public burying ground, a school house, and a place for the preaching of every denomination of
Christians. The cemetery is still a community one, which operates under the direction of a board
of directors. (Watson, p.1) Burials had already been made before Mr. Lovell gave his land;
however, we do not know the source of the original land for a cemetery. In 1897 Elizabeth F.
Turner willed additional property to Liberty.

Memorial Day is the second Sunday in May. Folk gather to remember those relatives and friends
who are buried there. Printed below Is the Memorial Day program for 1898 as published in the
Springville News on April 28, 1898.

LIBERTY MEMORIAL
Memorial to be held at Liberty on Saturday before the second Sunday in May.
9:30 a.m., song by the choir and prayer by J. W. Jones and recitations by the following: Misses
Mollie Vandegrift, Sallie Beason, Josie Pearson, Maud Morris and 011ie Beason.
10:30 Sermon by Rev. T. B. Hanie. 
11:30 Decoration.
1:30 p.m. Address by Rev J. K. Ensy Recitations by the following: Misses Louie Shockley, Sallie
Hurst, Laura Mize and Ada Stovall, Nilah Steed.
2:30 p.m. short talks by the following: P. W. Shockley, S. Forman, E. W. Jones, and J. A. Mize.
The music will be directed by Prof. J. M. Garrett, H. W. White, L. Stovall, and others. All the
choirs in the county are invited to join us on that day. Let everybody come and bring Jesus with
them, and let us have a day of reunion and rejoicing. G. Hurst, Ch. Corn.' (SN, 04/28/98)
The program for a Children's Day at Liberty is printed below. The names are still familiar ones, for
there are many descendants of these people in the Odenville area today.

PROGRAM OF CHILDREN'S DAY AT LIBERTY CHURCH 
1. Prayer by Rev. Stovall.
2.  'All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name,' by the congregation.
3.  March and Hymn, by the Sunday School.
4.  Walking with the World, Miss Eula Byers.
5.  The Dawn of the Brighter Day, Rose Lee Byers.
6.  Waiting for Mother, Miss Nell Harden.
7.  From the Cradle to the Grave, Miss Mary Wood.
8.  Hymn, Primary Class.
9.  Those Heavenly Mansions Fair, Miss Carrie Forman.
10.  Missing from Christ's Kingdom, Miss Vera Stovall.
11.  Waking Thoughts, Miss Clara Wilson.
12.  My Life for the Master, Myrtle Maddox.
13.  Hymn, Only an Armor Bearer, Solo/Chorus.
14.  Stand for Jesus, Hobart Stovall.
15.  Recitation, Miss Doyle Newton:
16.  Recitation, Miss Mae Forman.



17.  Recitation, Master Drury Stovall.

18.  Cast thy Bread upon the Water, Miss Sadie Fowler
19.  Hymn, God bless you, Sunday School (SCCN, 06/11/08)

Liberty continues today, a small but active Cumberland Presbyterian congregation in Beaver
Valley, the oldest church in
the Odenville area.
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LOW GAP UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

When this church was organized about 1875, the site chosen was on top of the mountain, about a
mile northeast of the present church. The people felled the timber, cleared the land for the
building, dressed the logs, and built a log church house there on the mountain. The location was
of such a pleasant atmosphere that the folk agreed upon the name of Mount Pleasant. According
to an undated clipping from a local paper, one of the founders of this church was Felix
Riddle.(Whitehead)

The church was chartered into the Methodist Protestant Alabama Conference under the
leadership of Rev. Pat Carmichael who was pastor of the New Prospect Methodist Church near
Odenville.

For reasons now unknown, the mountain location for the church did not work well, and the members
sought a new site for their building. Bud Forman donated some land, and the Mount Pleasant
building was torn down and rebuilt just east of where the church stands today. It was not many years
before the church outgrew the log building.

Because the new location was In the lowest gap In the mountain, Mount Pleasant Church soon began
to be referred to as Low Gap Church by its ministers, and it is Low Gap in the conference records.
However, as far as anyone knows, the official and legal name of the church is still Mount Pleasant.

The present building was begun about 1900, being hulled in only, and it was not until about 1912
that the inside walls were added. Around 1930, the building was enlarged and veneered in field
stone. The sandstone belfry was added in 1950-51.



Jack Riddle, son of Felix Riddle, was the stone mason; and It was while working on the belfry that
he suffered the stroke from which he died. The tower was finished by Mr. Riddle's sons, friends, and
loyal members of the church. A Memorial Day program on April 29, 1951, honored Jack Riddle who
had worked so tirelessly for the church and who had served as steward of the church for fifty of his
seventy-seven years. The memorial program opened with the singing of "Faith of Our Fathers." The
Rev. Jack Dillard gave the invocation, and J. F. Allison presented a history of the church and of
"Uncle Jack' Riddle, a copy of which was given to his widow, Maggie Riddle. A plaque in the bell
tower was unveiled and dedicated. Speakers of the day included Dr. J. S. Eddins, of Fairfield First
Methodist; the Rev. James H. Cantrell and the Rev. W. N. Bowman. Dinner was served at noon.
(Newspaper Clipping)

In December 1923, Rev. A. H. Lynch of Birmingham delivered a 'splendid' sermon at Low Gap.(SA,
12/20/23) Rev. J. H. Barker preached a revival there in October of 1924. (SA, 11/06/24) In 1927
Rev. C. M. Nolan of Birmingham preached every first Sunday of the month. (SA, 01/20/27)

There are singings mentioned often in the newspapers over the years. The announcement for the one
of October 30, 1927, noted that the new books would be used; and folks were reminded to "bring
your books and well-filled baskets.' (SA, 10/20/27)

The good work of the Christian Endeavor was reported in January of 1927, as well as a Box Supper
to raise funds for the church. (SA, 01/20/27) In mid-October of the same year the Aegis reported that
the church had been "repainted in the last few weeks." (SA, 10/20/27)

Today the church is pastored by the Rev. David Cox who is full time. The membership includes
many who are descendants of the founders of Mount Pleasant - Low Gap Methodist. Singings are
still held on a regular basis, and Memorial Day still includes dinner on the ground.
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NEW HOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Today no one knows just when this congregation of black Methodists organized and built a
church on Herring Mountain. Members reached the church by a road east of Pauline Forman
Self's home, off what is now Highway 411. We do know that Louis Hammonds deeded to the



church three acres of land there on the mountain, and although the building has been moved from
that location, the church still owns these original three acres.

Long-time members also know that in 1905 the church building on Herring Mountain was taken
down and rebuilt in Shoal Creek community on what is today Pleasant Valley Road. The reason
for moving the church has been lost with the passing of those who were members then. The 1905
building is still used for worship today.

Some of the early members of Hew Hope were these men and women: Bud Byers, Sam Mize, Walt
Oden, Rollie Forman, Paint Byers, Grandpa Louis Hammonds, Uncle Taul Looney, Addie Oden,
Beatice Baker, Janie Burr, Tippie Herring, Jugie Byers, and Sarah Forman.

Although he was not an ordained minister, Louis Hammonds preached on occasion at the church.
Rev. Albert Looney was one of the regular ministers of the church. Their present pastor is Rev. Jesse
Maxwell from Gadsden.

In the old days, preaching services were held on the second and fourth Sundays of the month; today
preaching is on the first and third Sundays. At one time Sunday School was held every Sunday;
however, today it is held only on preaching Sundays. Although the size of the congregation has
dwindled, there are those faithful ones who meet for worship there in the old church every preaching
Sunday.

New Hope has special services and events through the year as needed. Recently when a woman's
house burned, the church had a day for raising money for her needs. Youth Sundays, Pastor
Appreciation, and Homecoming are especially looked forward to by the members. At the last
homecoming Rev. Moses Bean was the featured speaker, with Brother William Ragland bringing
the meditation. That Sunday the church had visitors from California and Michigan at the services.

Just as with Baker Zion Baptist Church, there is no cemetery at New Hope United Methodist.
Friendship Is the only cemetery ever used by this community.

Sadly, the old members are dead who knew the earliest history of the church. For a homecoming
some years ago, around 1983 or so, Mrs. Tipple Herring Moore wrote the history; however, only one
copy was made to be read at the service, and It is not known whether or not the copy exists
somewhere today.
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NEW LEBANON BAPTIST CHURCH

The first site chosen for New Lebanon church was the top of Simmons Mountain where the towers



are today. A cemetery of four graves Is there at the original site: one adult and three babies.
However, this location was a great distance from the public road, and there was no water supply;
therefore, the Godfearing folk of Simmons Mountain chose the site where the church Is today.

Organized in May of 1889, the church had twelve charter members: Mary Ritchie Coleman, Ella
Allison Cosby, Mary Elizabeth Allison Simmons, John T. Simmons, Deccie Denard Simmons, Tom
Simmons, Tressie Allison Simmons, D. L. Simmons, Cassie Simmons Allison, John Allison, Betsy
Simmons Hammock, and Jack Hammock. Note that nine of these were from only two families.

John Simmons, a charter member, gave an acre of land for the location of the church. Later,
Samantha Simmons Cates gave
an additional acre.

The first church erected was a one-room log structure which also served as a school for many years.
A pen and ink drawing of this church by artist Randall Bell hangs in the vestibule of New Lebanon
today. The original seats were split logs with pegged legs. There were no glass windows; wooden
shutters could be opened to let In light and air.

It was not unusual that the log building did not have windows, for that luxury was uncommon to
rural churches. To have air during the summer, the shutters and the doors had to be left open. Church
members walked to church, often followed by their dogs. One man's job was to keep an eye on both
doors, and when an animal intruder wandered in, he was to get up and °throw the dog out. ° (Reed,
p.3)

The forests of Simmons Mountain and surrounding area held great stands of pine and red cedar
which brought to the members' minds the °cedars of Lebanon in the Bible. So it was they
named their church New Lebanon. (Martin)

About the turn of the twentieth century a larger building was needed. Mr. Leonard Martin records
that, around 1900, the members built a new sanctuary that was 30 X 40 feet in size, and which had
a high roof and a pullman ceiling, two front doors and a side door, as was the custom of the day. It
was paneled with beaded pine ceiling and had kerosene lamps on the side walls. In the center of the
building, a huge coal burning heater provided heat in winter. (Martin)

Improvements and modernization began around 1945 when the church added four classrooms,
electricity replaced the kerosene lamps, and gas heat did away with the coal heater.

Added in 1974 were five classrooms, two rest rooms, and the fellowship hall. In 1980 the church
completely rebuilt the altar and installed new carpet, light fixtures, pews, and podium. Nineteen
eighty-three saw the building of the choir loft and the baptistry, while 1989 brought a new kitchen,
new flooring in the fellowship hall, and carpet in the halls and on the stairs. (Martin)



Two highlights for both the church and the community occurred during each year: Memorial Day
on the third Sunday in May and the yearly revival In August when the crops were "laid by.”

In the early days of the church, Memorial Day began on Saturday before the third Sunday when
people arrived to visit and fellowship with friends they might not have seen for a year. These early
arrivers would spend the night and be ready for a Sunday worship service that generally lasted until
two o'clock in the afternoon. Others arrived Sunday morning, and the hillside would be crowded with
wagons containing baskets--and even steamer trunks--filled with food. (Reed, p.3)

In her history, Mrs. Reed recounts this story. 'On a particular Memorial Day service, one man who
loved to eat more than anything else was present. The preacher was feeling really good with his
preaching. About 12:00 this gentleman took out his watch, and seeing the time was 12:00, he cleared
his throat. The preacher continued. The man cleared his throat again at about 12:05. The preacher
continued. The man cleared his throat again at about 12:10. When nothing seemed to work he
politely stood up and said, "I make a move we CHURN for dinner.” The preacher looked at his
watch which now was 12:15, then he continued preaching for another fifteen or twenty minutes. In
his own good time the preacher 'churned for dinner. (Reed, p.3)

Revivals were times of spiritual renewal for the community as well as times for bringing the unsaved
to a knowledge of Christ as Savior. Usually running for two weeks, the revival drew folk from all
around the area. Many were saved during these revivals, and over the years most all the members
experienced revival during these special meetings.

For the one hundredth anniversary of New Lebanon in 1989, Leonard Martin wrote these
observations which are a fitting testimony of this church. "As we reflect on the past, we are
humbled as we are reminded how good God has been and how He has blessed us over the years
and given us this, the Lord Jesus' Church to serve Him. We thank Him for our heritage, [for] the
faithful pastors and servants of His that have gone on before us, and for their witness that is with
us still." And the membership can say "Amen" to that now and in the coming years, for as the
sweet cedar perfumed Solomon's Temple, so, too, has this church been a fragrance to the spirits
and lives of its members for over a century,
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NEW LIFE BAPTIST CHURCH

Needing more space, the Sanie Baptist Church relocated to the present Branchville site in 1985, and
in the relocating changed their name to New Life Baptist. Al) of the Sanie members came with the
church to Its new location and were the charter members of New Life; however, the Sanie Baptist



Church continues an active ministry in the Sanie community today.

The property for the building, purchased through an agency, had been a part of the Vester Cobb
estate. The New Life members
built the church themselves, modifying the purchased plans to fit their specific needs. There Is a large
auditorium upstairs; and there are nine classrooms, a kitchen, and a dining room downstairs. The
auditorium is also used for a large Sunday school class. Sunday school attendance averages about
150.

New Life is a missions-oriented church, supporting about twenty different mission works.
Throughout the church year, missionaries are frequent speakers, presenting to the congregation the
work which they are doing for the Lord on the various fields of the world.

The church has a bus ministry to the unchurched children of the area, and the yearly Bible School
is also a ministry that reaches the children with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Bro. Norman LeCroy is the only minister the church has had. Other positions in the church are filled
by Todd Hoffman, youth minister; Darryl LeCroy, music minister; Emily Aderholt, pianist; and Kay
Woodis, organist.

The name 'New Life" is based on Scripture and refers us to the fact that when a person accepts Christ
he has a new life in Him. This church is proud of its adherence to the fundamental principals of the
Bible. This 'old fashioned faith Is preached every Sunday, and the congregation lifts up its voice in
singing the well-loved songs of the church. So may It be with all who have found new life in Christ
Jesus.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: LeCroy, Norman. Interview, 1991.

ODENVILLE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

 First Baptist was organized September 29, 1907, as a Missionary Baptist church. (Bulletin) This date
is attested to in a 1908 newspaper article which states: 'The Odenville Baptist church was organized
less than one year ago with eleven members...." (SCCN, 09/03/08) The organizational meeting was
held in the Odenville Elementary School, although the building was not the rock one that is there
now, for in 1907 the Odenville Elementary School was a two-story wooden structure, modern in
every way. The preacher for the day was Rev. S. O. Y. Ray. After the sermon, N. A. Hood was
elected moderator for the service and called for applicants into the church. The charter members
were W. T. Hodges, Anna Newton, Libbie Hodges, Vester McCrory, G. F. Honeycutt, Cordella
McCrory, Lizzie Honeycutt, Dr. Charles C. Brown, J. H. Hess, Janie S. Brown, and Edna
Hess.(Bulletin) [Dr. C. C. Brown was the first doctor to live and practice in Odenville.]

Rev. S. 0. Y. Ray conducted worship services for the new church until October 20, 1907, when the



membership called Rev. W. C. Brown as first pastor.

The next year, in July of 1908, the 'Odenville Locals' reported that a large and appreciative audience
had heard two splendid sermons by Rev. W. B. Brown on the previous Sunday. Then in September
of the same year, Rev. Walter S. Brown conducted the Baptist 'protracted services,' or revival, in the
Odenville Elementary School chapel. [The use of different initials in Rev. Brown's name can be
attributed to type-setting errors.] During this 1908 revival, the church received seven additions: Mr.
and Mrs. W. T. Ogletree, Mrs. B. F. Hammond, Claude Newton, Hicks Hodges, Bert Mize and
Leonard Hunnicutt. The baptismal service was held at 'Williamson's old mill' in conjunction with
Friendship Church.(SCCN, 09/03/08)

Just after this revival, the Odenville church petitioned for membership in the St. Clair County Baptist
Association and was received into said organization on September 12, 1908. The church was
mentioned again in the 1909 minutes, but then many years passed before another reference to
Odenville Baptist was made.

Early efforts were made to construct a building. On April 25, 1909, the membership appointed a
building committee. By September they had chosen a location across the street from the Odenville
Methodist Church, and it was reported in the newspaper that the members would begin construction
at once and that the sanctuary would be built in the latest style of church architecture.(PCP,
09/16/09) October found the following in the Odenville newspaper: "The Baptists have some of their
material on the ground and it is stated by members that actual work will begin at once, and they hope
to have it ready to occupy within the next few weeks."(SCCN, 10/14/09) These first efforts to raise
a building did not succeed, although just why they failed is now unknown; however, 1909 was a very
poor year for farmers.

With services held in the Odenville Elementary School, the Baptists had a good revival In late
October, 1909. It was reported that 'a general religious uplift was experienced,' and that the church
received six additions, five of whom came for baptism, They were baptized after the eleven o'clock
service on the last Sunday of the revival. October would be a cold month to be baptized; however,
"...the five applicants were baptized, (with) the tank at the Ewing gin being used as a pool. A rather
unique [circumstance] of the baptizing was the heating of the water used from the engine of the gin
making it perfectly comfortable on a rather cool day,"(SCCN, 11/04/ 09) Bob Ewing owned the gin
which was on the east side of Beaver Creek across from the Whittens' home today.

As with other churches, various methods were employed to raise funds. In July of 1910, "An ice
cream supper for the benefit of the Baptist church was given at the home of Mrs. C. Ward ..., and
a delightful time was spent by all present.' (SCCN, 07/21/10)

Nineteen thirteen found Rev. W. H. Carson pastor. Rev. Stivender conducted the September revival
that year, and a writer for the county paper said that his closing sermon, 'To the Unknown God,' was
'strong and convincing' and preached '.,. to a large congregation [where) much interest was
manifested.' Revival services closed on a Friday night, and on Sunday night Rev. Carson, after three



years as pastor, resigned. However, the members of his church declined to accept his resignation and
expressed their sincere hope that he would remain as pastor. (RA, 09/11/13) For about two months
Rev. Carson continued to be listed in newspaper church announcements as pastor of the Odenville
Baptist church. Then at the end of November, Rev. J. E. Griffin is listed as minister. (RA, 11/27/13)

Another effort to build a sanctuary was made September 23, 1915, when Rev. Griffin '..,appointed
a new committee to draft a plan for the building and locate a desirable lot for it.' This effort to build
also failed. (Bulletin)

Eighteen years later, in 1933, Rev. W. C. Vest, pastor at that time, appointed a third building
committee, "The plans were laid September 20, 1934, with $69.00 in the treasury and a large pile
of rocks on the lot.' The lot was donated by Rev. J.  Griffin. (Bulletin)

Built largely by local labor, the sanctuary is of natural field rock and solid masonry. Men of the
church and of the community donated time and labor toward the completion of the building.
Double-teams of horses and mules pulled wagon loads of stones and sand from Stovall Mountain.
To raise money, the women of the church drove about the Odenville area seeking donations of
chickens, eggs, or anything that could be sold for money to add to the building fund. (Bulletin)

So the funds were raised, the structure erected stone by stone, and the first service was held in
August, 1935–twenty-six years after the membership first hoped for a sanctuary of their own. Rev.
J. E. Griffin, pastor at that time, preached the first sermon in the new building and was the preacher
for the revival services the following week, During that week, twenty-three candidates came for
baptism and sixteen joined the church by letter for a total of thirty-seven additions that week.
(Bulletin)

In 1964, after a group of the membership broke away to form another church, Odenville Baptist
then became Odenville First Baptist Church.

The original rock building is still in use today, although improvements have been made over the
years. On the ground floor there are classrooms, fellowship hall and kitchen. A pastorium is adjacent
to the sanctuary. On the east side of the church grounds is a cemetery, well-kept and lovely. Today
Rev. James Dendy is pastor of the Odenville First Baptist Church.

So many of Odenville's old buildings have fallen to decay or fire or destruction that it is a pleasant
comfort to the spirit to see the old rock church still there with its long, wide steps leading up to a
spacious, arched portico. As it has always done, this church Invites you to come and worship.
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ODENVILLE METHODIST

Exactly when a Methodist Episcopal congregation began meeting in Odenville, is unknown, but
it was prior to 1908. Items from 1908 newspapers show that Rev. J. W. Lee of Ashville was
pastor of the Odenville Methodist congregation in 1908. One entry records that Rev. Lee 'will
preach at Liberty church every first Sunday In each month. (SCCN, 06/11/08) This shows that
Liberty was still used in 1908 by different denominations, The Methodists met for services in the
Odenville Elementary School as well, for a 1909 church directory gives the school as the meeting
place. (SCCN, 03/04/09)

That same year in September, the Cumberland Presbyterians and the Methodists 'met in
protracted services for this week, and are having interesting services and appreciative audiences.'
It seems that from this revival grew the desire of the Methodists to erect a church building of
their own in Odenville. It would be the first church built in the town. The following item ran in
the Odenville newspaper, November 13, 1908: 'Subscription to build a $1500.00 Methodist
church is now being taken which is a certainty. This is just the thing to do. No town is complete
without good churches.' (SCCN, 11/13/08)

By April 1909, the contract for the building had been let. The following article appeared under the
headline 'NEW METHODIST CHURCH Contract Let.'

"Among the many good things coming to Odenville, the latest is the contract for the New Southern
Methodist Church. So quietly had this business been projected, the public was hardly aware the
enterprise was under way. The contract for the brick was let last week to the Wilpicoba Clay Works
at Ragland and the contract for the brick work was awarded to Jas. M. Heard. The brick will likely
be on the ground this week and work will commence at an early date. The contract for the lumber
was given to the well known firm of Nelems and Son, of Branchville....

“Mrssrs. Murchison and George will superintend the erection of the building while friends of the
church of the surrounding country have generously donated work sufficient to practically guarantee
its erection, these donations to count as so much money. The Lots, two in number, are 1 and 2 in
Block 11, facing Inzer Street, the generous gifts of the President of the Land Co. W. T. Brown, [and]
are in the choicest location in Odenville. 'The plan of the Building is by Price & Co. of Newark, N.
J., through the Church Extension Society. The main Auditorium will be $2 X 50 with a Lecture
Room 15 X 18 connected by folding doors. The main room will seat 260, the Lecture Room 60. The
seats will be in a semi-circle placing the audience in close proximity to the speaker. The tower will
be 9 X 9, 50 feet high. The walls will be 14 feet high, the ceiling 21, finished In native pine and hard
oiled. When completed it will be indeed a handsome and modern building.



'The Building Committee is composed of J. L. Maddox, P. Shockley, W. T. Brown, W. R.
George, and H. W. White. They are under many obligations to Griffin Bros. for a generous
donation of lumber to the New Church. This enterprise has the hearty and enthusiastic support of
Its members counting it a work of love, A more aggressive body of people cannot be found than
this company. Although the youngest denomination to commence work in Odenville, none can
surpass them in aggressive work, in hope and puck. A resident Pastor this year and a new Church
enterprise under way, should command the admiration and hearty support of all people who
admire a Church that undertakes great things for humanity. The ladles of the church have recently
organized a Home Mission Society and will undertake the seating of the New Church. ...They
invite the cordial support of the Odenville people, believing as they do that the enterprise Is
worthy of the hearty aid of all those who love all things good and high.'

It seems the money to erect the structure came in slowly. In early September 1909, the newspaper
reported that after Sunday worship those present 'were asked to subscribe what they felt willing
to give on the structure, and the building fund was brought to 81,000.00." (SCCN, 09/09/09)

By mid-September 1909, material had been ordered, and the members hoped that work would
begin shortly. (PCP, 09/16/09)

Most of the foundations had been completed in October, and the carpenters were expected to
begin around the fourteenth. The newspaper reported that the church "will be finished up with
high grade material and workmanship and will, when completed, add much to the looks of the
section of the town where it is located, just north of the bank building, nearly in the center of
Odenville.' (SCCN, 10/14/09)

The drive had begun in late 1908, but the year 1909 was a wet one, the crops were poor, and the
funds were slow in coming In. As Indicated by the following three reports in the St. Clair County
News, the folk had difficulty getting the building completed.

August 8, 1910. 'The M. E. Church building is growing a little more lately, and if it continues like
this a few more days, the meeting can be held in the new building this fall.' [This would be the yearly
protracted, or revival, meeting.)

March 10, 1911. 'It Is said that the Methodist church, started sometime since, is now to be
completed.'

April bi 1911. "The Methodist church at this place is being completed. We are certainly glad to see
this, as it is badly needed.'

No other entries are found about the construction of the church; therefore, it seems probable the
sanctuary was completed in 1911.

Rev. Charles Wolford is spoken of as the first pastor. The first mention of the Odenville



Methodist Church in the North Alabama Journal is in November 1911 where the minister is
listed as T. B. Middlebrooks for 1911-1912. Joseph Parkin, of Ragland, was minister for
1912-1913, and W. P. McDonald for 1913-1914. According to church announcements in the
newspaper, Rev. McDonald preached on the fourth Sunday of each month, morning and evening.
(RA, 01/01/14)

The revival of 1913 was conducted by Rev. Sturdivant of Bessemer. The news reported that he
"preached to a large congregation Sunday afternoon at 5 o'clock. He delivered an able sermon
which impressed the people very much." (RA, 08/ 21/13)

Other denominations in Odenville also used the Methodist church house for their worship
services, for it would be several
years before the Presbyterian USA or the Baptists would erect buildings of their own.

The Methodist congregation has grown over the years, and additions and modifications to the
building have taken place, although the original structure remains much as when it was first built.
Two pieces of furniture original to the church, an oak table and a chair, are in the vestibule today.
Sunday school rooms were added by Gus Blankenship, Hop Watson, Milton Taylor, Carl Riddle, and
Lawrence, Terry and Richard Blankenship, and Phillip and Donald Staggs.

Some of the church furniture has special significance, having been crafted by Gus Blankenship in
memory of people special to him and to the church: the communion table in memory of D. J.

Bartlett, the pulpit in memory of Verd Riddle, and the pastor's chair in memory of Terry
Blankenship.

Because of increased membership, it became necessary to rearrange the seating of the sanctuary
in 1989. All of the old pews were used, but they were positioned so that there was a single center
aisle rather than the two side ones. Wall-to-wall carpet was installed in the church for the first
time. The original windows had worn out but were replaced with frames of the same Victorian
Gothic shape and with glass as much like the original as possible. In November 1989 two light
fixtures from the old Acmar School were donated by Mrs. Garland Fortson and were installed in
the church.

In 1990 the pews were upholstered, a sound system was installed, and ceiling fans were hung in the
choir loft. A portico has been built, its roof line following that of the bell tower so that the new ties
in nicely with the old.

The Odenville Methodist Church, the oldest meeting house in town, continues to be a center of
Christian activity in our community, reaching out with the message of Christ's love to a needful
world.
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ODENVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S.A

The early history of this church is difficult to know because the church records were burned in May,
1917, when the home of J. W. Stovall was destroyed by fire. However, from the few printed
sources--newspapers, church bulletins and letters-one can begin to find the history of this church.

Late in 1908, the church directory printed in the Odenville newspaper listed only PRESBYTERIAN
and two pastors, Rev. J. B. Stovall and Rev. T. G. Reed. It is known that Rev. Stovall was
Presbyterian USA and Rev. Reed was Cumberland Presbyterian. By March, 1909, there were listed
in the directory both CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN and PRESBYTERIAN. Rev. J. B. Stovall
was listed as Presbyterian pastor with services held once a month on every second Sunday. (SCCN,
03/04/09)

In 1932, the pastor of the church, Rev. J, M. Alexander, wrote down some information about the
Odenville Presbyterian Church when the commercial arts class, under the guidance of Miss Mary
Edith Spiegel, was collecting the history of Odenville. Rev. Alexander had pastored the church at
various times over the years. Although he was perhaps not an authority on its history, his letter seems
to be the only written account of the church's early years. The following quotations are taken from
his letter dated October 15, 1932. wish to state that I am not sure when the church was organized.
But I think it was organized about 1885 or 1889 as a Cumberland Presbyterian Church at Liberty.
Rev. Thornie Taylor was one of the first, if not the first, minister of the church; I rather think he
organized the church.'

One should note that Rev. Alexander is considering the Odenville Presbyterian to be the official
continuation of the
original Cumberland Presbyterian congregation at Liberty, which In fact is true; for the governing
body of the Cumberland Presbyterian church dissolved and merged with the Presbyterians in 1906.
This idea of continuation is further supported by the fact that the Odenville Presbyterians called
themselves Liberty until 1913, when at the request of the session the name was changed to Odenville
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. (Bulletin, 1985)

Rev. Alexander's letter continues. "Among the early members of the congregation were members
by the names of Stovall, Mize, Hurst, Simpson, Steed, and Ash.

'In the Consummation of the Union of the Cumberland Presbyterian and Presbyterian U. S. A. in



1906, a part of the Liberty congregation declined to go into the United Presbyterian Church and
retained the name of Cumberland Presbyterian. But the pastor and session of the church, with a large
part of the membership of the Liberty congregation, abiding by the decision of the General Assembly
of the Cumberland Presbyterian...later became the congregation of the Odenville Presbyterian
Church....

'Ministers who have served this congregation during the past thirty-five years are Revs. J. B. Stovall,
S. L. Robinson, S. G. McCluney, H. S. Helment, R. P. Taylor, and J. M. Alexander; and among the
elders of this congregation who served faithfully and worthily, now deceased, were S. M. Cummings,
J. A. Mize, Dr. C. A. Cason, J. W. Jones, and J. W. Stovall.' 

In 1912, Rev. J. M. Alexander accepted the call to Odenville Presbyterian and came in April of that
year. In August the elders (J. W. Stovall, J. A. Mize, L. M. Mize, S. G. Hurst, C. M. Cummings, and
L. S. Stovall) on behalf of the congregation purchased from W. T. Brown the lot where the church
is today. (Bulletin) In his 1932 letter, Rev. Alexander stated that the lot cost $125.00.

Early in 1913, the pastor and congregation made plans for erecting a building, and in March the
following building committee was appointed; Dr. D. E. Cason, Chairman; L. M. Mize; J. W. Stovall
and S. G. Hurst. The contract was let in June, 1913, and the building was completed in about ninety
days. The total amount borrowed for the construction was $300.00, which was paid in full in 1916.
The rest of the money was raised locally by the church members. One way the ladies of the church
raised funds was by presenting a play. The St. Clair  County News, July 23, 1916, has an item that
reads: 'The ladies of the Presbyterian church are preparing to give a play for the benefit of their
church.'

The revival of 1913 was conducted by Rev. J. B. Stovall, of Woodstock. The Ragland Advertiser
reported that "The sermons have been very good and the attendance large.' (RA, 08/14/13)

Random notes from session minutes include the following. May 27, 1928: "...L. M. Mize was
authorized to sign for lights in the church In case the Alabama Power Company built its lines to the
town of Odenville." During the revival of August, 1933, "...the session was called to order by the
pastor Rev. J. M. Alexander and the following named persons were received into the church by letter
and transfer: W. M. Vandegrift, Mrs. Nell Hodges, Mrs. Mollie L. Byers, Mrs. Geolah Stovall, Miss
Nancy Wilson and Homer Byers."

In January, 1971, Rev. Hall Barrett of Birmingham became minister of the church. Shortly after
assuming his duties, he presented to the congregation a church sign that gave the name of the church
and the times of services. The men of the church installed it. He also gave the church a white wooden
cross which had been used in the Birmingham Air Base Chapel and in the First Presbyterian Church
of Cookeville, Tennessee. The cross was a memorial to the men who were killed while in service
for their country. (Bulletin, 1971)

New pulpit furniture was dedicated on December 26, 1971. The pulpit was given by Mr. and Mrs.



James A. Stovall in memory of Mr. John W. Stovall and wife Sarah. John and Sarah were faithful
members and workers in the church until their deaths.

The communion table was given in memory of Mr. W. M. Vandegrift who was a member of
Odenville Presbyterian from 1933 until his death in 1960. He served in many capacities during those
years: song leader, Sunday school teacher, elder, and Superintendent of the Sunday school.
The pastor's chair was given by the church members and by  the family of Mrs. Vera Stovall
Vandegrift in her honor. Mrs. Vandegrift was a charter member of the church and a faithful
worker, serving as Vacation Bible School teacher and superintendent of the Sunday school, and
using her musical talents whenever needed.

The second pulpit chair was given in honor of Miss Nancy Wilson. Miss Wilson was teacher and
principal of St. Clair County High School for over twenty-five years. She was a member of
Odenville Presbyterian from 1933 until the summer of 1960, Miss Wilson served in many
capacities during her years of membership: secretary of the church and Sunday school, teacher of
the adult Sunday school class, and leader of the young people in Christian Endeavor.

The third pulpit chair was given in honor of James A. Stovall and wife, Geolah B. Stovall. This
was donated by the families of Mr. and Mrs. Stovall’s children, Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Coupland
and Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sanders. At the time of this honor, Mr. Stovall was treasurer of the
church and Sunday school, and Mrs. Stovall taught the adult Sunday school class and was Clerk
of Session. (Bulletin, 1971)

The church building has changed very little over the years. When the road was paved In 1946,
some of the land was taken, and the church was repositioned on the same property. Reflecting
early twentieth century rural architecture, this church sits between the park and Highway 411 and
welcomes all who would to come worship with them--just as it has done since it was built in
1913.
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