
Sion Blythe and how First Baptist Church, Springville, AL, 

Came to be Organized on March 22, 1817

First Baptist Church, Springville, AL, was organized as Mt Zion on March 22, 1817. Charter

members of the church are recorded as Joseph Hill, John Mangum, Sion Blythe, Elizabeth Hill,

Rebecca Mangum, Sara Blythe, Sara McCollum, Dianna Johnston, and Margaret Riggs. Sion

Blythe was the first pastor.

Those are the basic facts, but how this church came to be is a record of the sovereignty of our

God.

Sion Blythe, who has been called “the reluctant preacher,” was born in East Tennessee in 1781.

Baptized at the age of 21 and ordained to preach at 23, he helped to organize several churches in

Buncombe County, North Carolina. He pastored churches there, and in 1807 he was one of the

organizers of the French Broad Baptist Association.

In 1817, Sion moved his family to the Alabama Territory. In moving out of North Carolina, he

had for some reason resolved no longer to preach.  We don’t know what happened in North

Carolina for him to feel this way, but his friend, Hosea Holcomb, indicated that Blythe was not in

total theological agreement with the Baptist in that state. Church history records in North

Carolina record that Blythe, though not well-educated, was a man called to preach and that he

was a revivalist and evangelist. These years were during the Second Great Awakening that began

around 1790 and continued into the 1820s. During this time revivals swept the country and many

were converted.

In The History of the Rise and Progress of Baptist in Alabama, Holcomb records Blythe’s story, here

quoted, from pages 52 and 53:

“Elder Sion Blythe, mentioned in other parts of this work, who was an humble minister of Jesus

Christ and who took up his abode on the waters of Canoe Creek, said to his wife, ‘I am not known

here as a preacher; and if you will keep it secret, I will endeavor to conceal myself, and not let the

people know that I ever attempted to preach; and perhaps this will be well; as I still have my doubts

on the subject.’

“But not many days after, Mr. B. met with a good old sister who had just reached this wilderness

country and was lamenting her case—that she had come to a place where there was no house of God,

no preaching, nor preacher; and no other soul so distressed and desolate as herself. She was anxious

to find a congenial spirit—a professor of religion—one to whom she could unbosom herself. 

“Mr. B., who was a man of an amiable and pleasant disposition, yet solemn countenance, was

thus accosted by her, she looking him steadfastly in the face, while great anxiety was depicted in

her countenance, ‘My dear sir, are you not a professor of religion?’ He answered, with a

faltering voice, ‘Ah! I am a sort of a one.’ The good old lady quickly asked, ‘My dear brother,

are you not a minister of the Gospel?’ He had to own it—he could conceal it no longer. He

remarked, ‘My sister, I intended, at least for a while, to keep it a profound secret; but you press

me so close that I must 



tell an untruth or own to the fact; I have been called a preacher where I came from.’

“The old lady leaped, and shouted, and praised God that she had found a preacher in the wilderness.

She urged Mr. B. to make an appointment for preaching immediately, which he did, and in the course

of a year or two established several churches.”

God’s sovereign providence in Sion Blythe’s life is evident in that God did not allow to remain silent

him whom He had called to preach the Gospel. After Mt. Zion was organized, Elder Blythe helped

establish churches in St. Clair, Blount, Shelby, and Jefferson Counties.

After serving for 17 years as pastor of Mt Zion and in laboring to organize churches in Alabama,

Sion Blythe moved his family to Texas in 1834. There, in less than a year, he died of a fever on

August 23, 1835. His wife and children were too sick to attend his funeral.

Telling of Blythe’s move to Texas, Holcomb records that Blythe was a man of “real piety” and “a

zealous minister,”  and he concluded that  “Had the churches treated him as we conceive they should

have done, he no doubt would have remained with them.” This was referencing something that

occurred in the Smyrna church that Blythe was pastoring then.

In History of the North Carolina Baptists, Vol 2, George W. Paschal wrote this about Sion Blythe

and others who labored with him in the French Broad Baptist Association: “…they were men of

brain and brawn, and what counts for more, God had put them 

into ministry—they had not run before they were sent, not had they answered before they were

called—they were devoted to the work of saving souls.” Sion Blythe proved the truth of that

observation during the years he served God in Alabama.

It is good to record that although they had some slight theological differences, Sion Blythe and Hosea

Holcomb were good friends and worked closely together in harmony. They agreed that all were in

need of a Savior and that salvation was through the atoning blood of Jesus Christ, and in Him alone.

They both labored to win souls for God’s kingdom.

Two hundred years have passed, and all the while God has kept watch on His own in wartime and

peace, in years of want and years of plenty, in times of joy and times of sorrow. Our sovereign God

every keeps His tender mercies upon His people, and we can be assured His watchcare will never

fail.

To God be the Glory!

Sources for this article: History of the Rise and Progress of the Baptist in Alabama, by Hosea Holcomb; History of the

North Carolina Baptist, Vol 2, by George Washington Pascal, accessed online; Blythe Genealogical Records, acquired

from the Buncombe County, NC, Genealogical Society.

The following books record historical information about FBCS: Springville Baptist Church, 1817-1967, by Mrs.

Troy Taylor: History of Springville, Alabama, 1969, The Sesquicentennial Anniversary, by Margaret Frances

Windham,  Historical Sketch of the First Baptist Church Springville, Alabama, 1817-2007, by Committee Members;

History of Springville, Alabama, by Donna Cole Davis and Virginia Cole Taylor; The Heritage of St. Clair County,

Alabama, p. 33, article written by Henry I Terry.

(Researched and written by Joe Whitten, February 2017)



Our Focus for the Future.

Know, Grow, Go

Know, Grow, Go is the vision and mission of First Baptist Church Springville. Spiritual growth is

measured by movement. Our goal as a church is to see God move people to deeper levels of discipleship,

using the biblical model of Know, Grow, Go. 

Know
Above all, we want people to know Christ. Our belief is that this should be the number one priority in the

life of every person. We make it our #1 goal to help people know Jesus Christ and have a personal

relationship with him. 

Grow
Being a Christian is simply not enough. We believe God desires a growing, vibrant relationship with his

children. We have designed specific environments to help aid spiritual growth over a long period of time.

The Scripture clearly teaches that growing in one’s faith is a part of Biblical salvation. 

Go
All believers are called to Go. Going is the step when one puts their faith into action. God calls his people

to put into practice their walk with him. This process of discipleship is not complete until the disciple begins

to make disciples. 

Our Involvement in International Missions

FBCS members have served God as Career Missionaries in the following countries:
 

William Henry (Pastor 1912) and Grace Carson: Africa–36+ years

John and Anne Faulkner: Africa—29 years and a few months.

Jack and Lynn Kinnison: Laos and Thailand—37 years.

FBCS Members have made Mission Trips to

Africa, Ecuador, Haiti, Switzerland, and Thailand

See next page for list of pastors and their dates for the last 200 years.



Pastors of Mt. Zion and First Baptist Church Springville–200 years

Sion Blythe, 1817-1834

Henry Cox, 1834-1840

Joseph Byers, 1840-1851

Musgrove, 1852-1853

Andrew J. Waldrop, 1855-1860

Jesse A. Collins, 1860-1862

R. H. Ramsey, 1862-1863

James Truss, 1864-1870

Joseph Weatherly, 1871-1873

J. Myseatt, 1873

B. F. Hendon, 1881-1882

John A. Glenn, 1886

S. P. Lindsay, 1890

Noah Hood, 1891

Dr. C. S. Johnson, 1892-1902

P. S. Montgomery, 1896-1899

A. A. Hutto, 1899

F. H. Watkins, 1900-1901

Rev. Solly, 1903

John G. Harris, 1903-1904

J. S. E. Robinson, 1904

J. L. McKinney, 1905-1907

W. R. Carlisle, 1908

William Henry Carson, 1912

G. C. Chance, 1915-1916

J. M. Flood, 1916-1917

Dr. Frank W. Barnett, 1918-1919

R. E. Owen, 1922

Dr. Thomas O. Hearn, 1924-1927

M. K. Taylor, 1928-1930

Dr. Leslie L. Gwaltney, 1932-1937

Raymond Scroggins, 1937-1939

Paul Minton, 1939-1943

Henry C. Kimbrell, 1943-1947

F. Wilbur Helmbold, 1948-1949

P. M. Pentecost, 1950

Charles Terry, 1951

Paul Mabe, 1951-1958

John M. Pollack, 1958-1960

Thomas Cox, 1961 

Dewey Mayfield, 1962-1965

Curtis E. Rush, 1965-1968

Glen Savell, 1968-1969

H. A. (Ted) Seals 1969-1973

Bill Dixon, 1974-1978

Edward Massey, 1979-1985

Ira Cole Skelton, 1986-1988

Edward Massey, 1989-1996

Gary I. Gates, 1997-2002

Dr. Keith Wrenn, 2003-2011

Dr. Richard Trader, Interim 

Dr. Chipley M. Thornton, 2012-present

Andy Waits, Associate, 2010-present             

                                                   

Our Lay Pastors                                

David DuPre                                     

James Hill                                          

Jack Kinnison


