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 I’m as much of a pessimist as anyone else I suppose.  Much of the time I feel like I’m a “glass 

half empty” sort of guy, if you know what I’m mean.  The weather has me feeling like it always snows 

when we are trying to have church, or, a church related activity.  I know that’s not true.  It doesn’t 

always snow.  The state of our world today makes me think that war is more prevalent than peace – if 

peace even exists in the world.  I know that it does, but it doesn’t seem like that to me right now.  

When tragedy strikes, the people that we love get sick, they die, it always seems to happen to us.  It’s 

not true that it always happens to us, but still, it sure seems like it. 

 And with all the bad that happens to us and to the world, we sometimes fail to see all the good.  

We tend to look at life through negative lenses.  But there is good.  There are people out there, millions 

of people, who choose to help those in need rather than ignoring them.  There are people, groups and 

organizations that really are making a difference.  There are Christians who actually stop and help and 

take time to give of themselves.  There really is a lot of good happening in this world.  By watching the 

news in the evening you may never know it – but it’s true.  It’s not all bad.  There is good. 

 What motivates you to do good?  Perhaps you might think it is a human quality or attitude of 

compassion – a pouring out of yourself for the sake of others because you are blessed.  Perhaps it’s 

because you are a kind person.  Perhaps humility comes upon you as you feel unworthy to even look 

upon heaven as did the tax collector in the temple.  Perhaps it’s a gentleness quality that you posses.  

Maybe it’s patience, a willingness to “suffer long,” even as the Lord has suffered for the sake of your 

fellow man.  Where does all this come from?  What motivates you to do good? 

 I know.  I know because it’s right here in the text appointed for this day, the 5
th

 Sunday after 

Epiphany.  The motivation for you as a believer comes through the fact that you are God’s chosen 

people.  That motivation comes first.  In other words, God’s motivation of love for you makes you who 

you are – to be these qualities for your neighbor as described by Paul.  You are in Christ, compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Wearing the clothing of these Christian virtues, it is 

natural for the believer to follow the specific instructions which apply them in verse 13. “Bear with one 

another,” is shared in the sense of us putting up with one another’s sinfulness.  Sinfulness may make it 

hard to love one another or even cause a person to be desperate or homeless.  But “bear with one 

another” means taking these things upon ourselves, forgiving sins, and placing ourselves along side of 

those who are carrying these heavy loads. 

 I know – you have a heavy load as well.  How can you carry any more, right?  However, by the 

very fact you are chosen, you carry the load.  By the fact you are holy and dearly beloved, you carry 

the load.  By the fact that our Lord chose you first, you carry the load.  This is why we are called 

Christians.  We are adopted sons and daughters and together as a family in Christ, we are Christ 

imitators.  We are Christ imitators because we are God’s chosen people.  He picked us. 

 St. Peter uses the same word when he calls believers a “chosen people” in 1 Peter 2:9.  Being 

chosen people of the Lord God was a concept familiar to Jewish believers.  For example, back in 

Exodus 19:5 the Lord says, “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, 

you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples.”  But now Paul wants Christians from both 

Jewish and Gentile backgrounds to see that the one true and living God has chosen or elected them to 

be his own through the one and only mediator of the New Covenant, Jesus Christ.  This saving 

mediator brings sinners a new imputed holiness which is ours only because the Father chooses to love 



us dearly in Christ.  1 John 3:1 says, “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should 

be called children of God; and so we are.”  We are God’s chosen people in Christ.  We are chosen first 

and all of these qualities flow from His people for the sake of the building up of His kingdom and the 

love of His children.  

 Beloved, the gift of faith acts.  Faith gives life and, as we see in the verses previous to our text 

today, it also is used to put to death.  Verse 5 says, “Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: 

sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”  In other words, 

Paul implores Christians to put off the clothing of the world and put on the clothing of Christ.  Live as 

people who have faith.  In our sins, we don’t live like people who have put on Christ and we hurt 

ourselves, our lives and the lives of others.  Our focus, at times, is on the earthly things rather than the 

“chosen of God” things.  When we choose the world over Christ’s gift of faith, we serve God’s 

creation rather than the creator.  Who is your God going to be?  Serve Christ and not the world.   

You live in a world that knows the things of the world far better than the things of Christ.  For 

this reason, imitate Christ so that others may know of how you have been chosen by Him.  For 

example, how many of your friends, your family members, your neighbors perhaps, would know this 

day as the Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany?  Very few I would imagine.  Now, how many of your 

friends, neighbors and relatives – even knew before you came here this morning – that this is Super 

Bowl Sunday?  Everyone will know how to celebrate.  Don’t you dare schedule anything church-

related for this evening.  It’s the High and Holy Festival of the Super Bowl.  We get a liturgical church 

calendar every year from Thrivent.  It is careful to note each of the holy days and the subsequent 

readings that go along with it.  Guess what it is also careful to mark – the Super Bowl. 

In a world that knows more about the big game today than what it means to be “God chosen 

ones” who are imitators of Christ Jesus, we need to be more intentional about such things in our own 

lives for the sake of our own children, in our own communities and own churches and homes.  Our 

children and neighbors, even we ourselves know what it’s like to be an imitator of the world.  Lead by 

example to be imitators of Christ Jesus in compassion, in kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience 

and bearing with one another in forgiveness as Christ has forgiven you. 

Beloved in the Lord, this is the way our Lord has dealt with us first – for the very reason we 

clothe ourselves with this type of love as chosen people.  He loved us to death and this was the plan all 

along – ever since man’s fall into sin.  The plan would involve the death of God for the sake of His 

own chosen people.  He sacrificed everything for you so that you could be clothed with all the splender 

of eternal life. 

I’m sure pessimistic about a lot of things in this dreaded world we live in right now.  I’m 

pessimistic about the weather.  I’m pessimistic about peace.  I’m pessimistic at times that our leaders 

are going to deliver on promises.  I’m pessimistic that Punxsutawney Phil, the prognosticating 

Groundhog’s, prediction of an early spring will pan out.  I’m pessimistic about a lot of things. 

But I’m not pessimistic about the Church.  Why?  Because the Lord is in charge and the truth 

will prevail.  Sure the Church will have its ups and downs, but the truth will prevail.  And so will the 

forgiveness of sins and the love of Jesus for His chosen people – you.  I’m not pessimistic about that 

either.  That love will endure through your translation to the Church Triumphant on the last day.  

That’s a promise that will for sure endure – no matter what.  Amen 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 

      


