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 God did amazing things through St Paul in the very prominent city of Ephesus.  When he came 

to this place, he found disciples and he baptized them.  He also entered the synagogue (Ephesus had a 

rather large Jewish population) and for three months spoke boldly, reasoning and persuading them 

about the kingdom of God.  Some believed, and others did not – as you might expect.  The Lord did 

extraordinary miracles by the hand of Paul.  In Acts chapter nineteen it says that handkerchiefs or 

aprons that had touched Paul’s skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the 

evil spirits came out of them.  It says that those who practiced magic arts brought their magic books 

and burned them in the sight of all the people.  The total value of all these books was fifty thousand 

pieces of silver (a piece of silver was a day’s wage for a common worker).  All sorts of amazing things 

were happening in Ephesus. 

 But with the good came the bad – sometimes the very bad.  Ephesus had a local economy that 

relied heavily on a temple built for the sake of worship of the goddess Artemis.  Demetrius, a 

silversmith who made small idols of Artemis for sale to “Artemis worshipping” pilgrims was seeing a 

decline in sales.  He stirred up the other craftsmen working in similar trades by pointing out that Paul, 

with all his “Jesus is the one true God” talk, was hurting business and would crush the economy.  

Discussions became disputes.  Disputes became full blown arguments and even rioting.  Things got 

very tense for the Christians in Ephesus. 

 But in a matter of a few years, Paul would send words of encouragement to the Christians who 

stayed in Ephesus.  He says to them, “…that according to the riches of His glory He may grant you to 

be strengthened with power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith – that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend 

with all the saints what is the breath and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ 

that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” 

 Paul shared these words to the Church in Ephesus, our Epistle text for today, for the sake of 

encouragement – encouragement that strength from God and faith in God surpasses knowledge.  While 

the world struggled to figure out what and who God is, what He has in mind and what He does, in 

Christ, the world had the richest measure of life and strength that surpasses all understanding. 

 Verse twenty of the Epistle text says, “Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than 

all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us…”  That power within us is the work 

of the Holy Spirit.  His work is powerful because His work literally changes your life.  Changes are 

made to you by God that go beyond understanding.  Just ask the widow at Nain.  All she and the others 

with her could understand is the grief they had.  All they could understand is that this woman, whose 

husband has already died, now has lost her son.  In situations like this, we don’t understand.  Grief and 

suffering consumes us. 

 Suffering was a big part of the life of St. Paul as well.  He knew that what he suffered went 

beyond comprehension.  But he knew something else as well.  He knew that the love “rooted and 

grounded” within us and the strength to comprehend that love surpasses knowledge.  That is, if you 

can’t put your mind around how God can love you through suffering and grief… if you can’t 

understand how the strength of God persists in you in trials and tribulations… know this.  Such things 

surpass our human understanding.  Such things are grounded in the power of the Word of God… the 

breath, the length, the height, and the depth that will persist in the lives of the faithful during times of 

grief, suffering and “lack of” comprehension. 

 When Paul was in Ephesus and things were becoming more and more unstable because 

Demetrius and the others were stirring up the people and putting them into great confusion, he had in 



mind that he would go in among the crowd that gathered at the theater and speak to the people.  The 

disciples stopped him.  Paul’s friends who were not disciples even told Paul not venture out to speak to 

the people. 

 The crowd was rowdy.  It says in Acts chapter nineteen that some cried out one thing, some 

another, and that the assembly was in confusion, and most of them didn’t know why they even came 

together in the first place.  Paul wanted to enter the theater and speak with the crowd concerning what 

was bothering them.  His disciples, and subsequently his friends, urged him not to. They knew what a 

crowd like the one gathered making such a ruckus would do to a man like Paul.  A man by the name of 

Alexander spoke to the assembly to try to put matters to rest, but they would not listen.  They stood 

there chanting for two hours with a great voice, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians.”  

 After encouraging words to the disciples who would stay with the church in Ephesus, Paul left.  

His work still ahead of him, he suffered much for the church.  From the time of this encounter in 

Ephesus and the time of the writing of this letter was about seven years.  In that time Paul would 

experience enough tragedy in his life to write these words of our text, “So I ask you not to lose heart 

over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory.” The glory Paul suffers is steadfastness in the 

faith of Jesus.  It’s a steadfast faith that goes beyond comprehension.  Faith does that – remains firm 

even when some would think it reasonable not to. 

 Beloved in the Lord, your steadfastness has remained firm as well.  Your steadfastness in the 

faith may not have been as a result of the persecutions that Paul faces – but still is beyond 

comprehension.  Others outside of the community of faith may not have any idea why you spend so 

much time here.  They don’t understand why you waste your time and money on such a frivolous 

endeavor like a church. They don’t understand why your faith – which surpasses their comprehension 

– would cause you to want to pledge your time and your talent and you treasure for the sake of the 

Lord’s work here (like we will during that special hymn today).  It’s because of a love that we have for 

the people that are sitting next to us.  It’s because of a love we have for the sharing of the faith and the 

work of the Gospel in our lives, in the lives of those we love and in our community.  It’s the because of 

the love that “dwells in your heart through faith…” says Paul, that motivates you to be an active 

“doer” of the faith you have been given by Christ. 

 All this “love” is what we have – and it didn’t even come from deep within our very being.  No, 

rather it was given to us by Christ.  Now we show it in what we do, how we act, how we bless others 

because Christ first blessed us.  That strengthening takes place in this place.  That strengthening that 

goes beyond comprehension is found in the Lord’s Words of life, His life-giving flood at Baptism, and 

His precious forgiveness in Holy Communion.  That love that Christ gives is the courage to 

accomplish the work of the Lord in the face of adversity. God willing, you will never have to face an 

angry crowd that chants for two hours straight, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians.” But you may have 

to face questions asked by others, and yes, even asked to yourself in our moments of weakness, “Why 

is the work of the church important?  Why are you – am I – giving of myself in this way?” 

 Good questions.  Here’s the answer – it goes beyond our mind’s comprehension and takes up 

residence in the heart of the believer.  Because of Christ’s love for me.  Because Christ’s forgiveness 

that is mine – and His work of love and forgiveness endures.  And that, beloved in the Lord, is a 

comprehensible answer. Amen. 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 


