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Tonight we celebrate our Lord‟s Descent into Hell!  And here is the Biblically infallible 

foundation for our celebration:  For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, to bring you to God.  He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 

through whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when 

God patiently waited in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.  In it only a few people, 

eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes the baptism that now saves you 

also---not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God.  It 

saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right 

hand---with angels, authorities and powers in submission to Him. 

 

TONIGHT WE CELEBRATE OUR LORD‟S DESCENT INTO HELL! 

I.  A truth to be believed 

II. A truth for comfort 

 

Were you confirmed here as a youth during the years of 1971 through 2002?  Then you know 

about Christ‟s States of Humiliation and Exaltation, which is not to suggest that if you were not 

confirmed here during “The Krueger Years” that you don‟t.  But, I trust, you 1971-2002 

confirmands recall those „drawn‟ steps leading downward in His State of Humiliation and those 

steps leading upward in His State of Exaltation?  His Humiliation?  Though still fully God, that 

time when Christ chose not to use His divine powers.  His Exultation?  Though still fully human, 

that time when Christ brought and will bring His humanity into the divine. 

 

And those descending and ascending steps?  Beautifully laid out in this Second Article of our 

Apostles‟ Creed?  Conceived by the Holy Ghost…born of the Virgin Mary…suffered under Pontius 

Pilate…crucified, dead, was buried.  But then His Exaltation!  Descended into hell…rose 

again…ascended…seated…shall come again.  But you know something?  Liturgically and 

according to our Church Year, there is something about all this that truly bothers and puzzles me.  

Liturgically and Church Year-wise we celebrate He was born of the Virgin Mary with Christmas; 

He suffered during Lent; was crucified  with Good Friday; the third day He rose with Easter; 

ascended with Ascension Day; seated at the right hand with the Trinity Season; shall come again 

with the Last Sundays of the Church Year.  What bothers and puzzles me? 

 

Well, if you are a parent (regardless of your child‟s age), you know how important those “firsts” 

are!  First tooth, first word, first steps, and so forth.  So why doesn‟t the Church celebrate Christ‟s 

first steps in His State of Humiliation and Exultation?  Oh sure, the Annunciation, His conception 

by the Holy Ghost is on the Church Year‟s Calendar – March 25
th

 – but it is rarely 

celebrated…unless it falls on a Sunday...which it will, by the way, next year!  But His Descent 

into Hell gets even shoddier treatment; not even on the Church Year‟s Calendar!  But we are going 

to „fix‟ that tonight.  And here‟s how…He was crucified, dead and was buried – sure, Good 

Friday.  But that all took place during Good Friday DAY!  This is Good Friday NIGHT!  So when 



did His Descent into Hell take place?  The Bible does not say – and neither shall we.  At the 

earliest it took place on Good Friday Night and, at the latest, sometime during Holy Saturday.  

So…at least for this year‟s Good Friday Night, we celebrate our Lord‟s Descent into Hell!  His 

first step in His Sate of Humiliation!  But why?  Two great but simple reasons:  it ends His 

Humiliation for us:  our text, for Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

to bring you to God; and it begins His Exaltation for us:  our text, Baptism that now saves you 

also…it saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

He descended into hell…our text…He went and preached to the spirits in prison.  In a word, He 

set up His pulpit in hell!  This Biblical truth is to be believed.  Because, negatively, it is being 

blatantly denied in many quarters of His Church today.  If Christ did not descend into hell then, 

obviously, there is no hell.  If there is not hell, then there are no consequences for sin.  That being 

so, then there is no sin.  No sin, no absolutes.  And what you are left with is relativism; everything 

is simply relative and you are free to your own opinions on matters.  Thus we have the big word in 

today‟s world and society – WHATEVER!  

 

When Christ set up His pulpit in hell, care to know what He preached?  100% LAW!  Absolutely 

no Gospel.  To quote from the hymn just sung:  He closed the yawning gates of Hell! 

 

He descended into hell…our text…He went and preached to the spirits in prison.  This Biblical 

truth is to be believed and not simply because some deny it but, more importantly, most 

importantly, because the Bible says so.  Contrary to some, the Bible is not a “cafeteria.”  When 

eating at a cafeteria, you pick and choose what you want to.  I have always loved this quote from 

Billy Graham:  “God said it in His Word; I believe it in my heart; that settles it!”  But the most 

compelling of all reasons to believe Christ‟s Descent in hell is unwavering testimony from His 

Word, itself:  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable…And, people of God, 

do note that the operative word is “ALL”...all Scripture. 

 

He descended into hell…our text…He went and preached to the spirits in prison.  This Biblical 

truth is to be believed but not just from theological and doctrinal reasons (though that be 

sufficient); but believed for definitely personal reasons.  You see the doctrine, the Biblical truth, 

the teaching of our Lord‟s Descent into Hell is a doctrine, truth and teaching that is loaded with 

tremendous comfort. 

 

In less than 2 chapters away from our text, the blessed Apostle Saint Peter spells out the rich 

comfort that this teaching about Christ‟s Descent into hell brings when he says:  Your enemy the 

devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm 

in the faith…the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you have 

suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 

 

No doubt about it – in the lives of yourself, myself, and our loved one – the devil prowls like a 

roaring lion – and, oh how he does roar, doesn‟t he?  And you have heard him, maybe rather 

recently:  “in your sickness, where is your God?”… “you call yourself a Christian, would a real 

Christian do what you have done; say what you have said; think what you have thought?”… “do 

you really think that THAT sin is going to be forgiven?”…and his roaring list goes on and on.  



Sure, he is looking for someone to devour.  Know why?  Because ever since Christ‟s descent into 

hell, ever since our Lord‟s sermon preached there, Satan knows he has had it.  But he cannot have 

me or you, which is why we have been told:  resist him, standing firm in the faith. 

 

Question:  “are you in the faith?”  The answer beautifully lies within the confines of our text.  

Remember our text speaking of the water of Noah‟s time that saved him and his family and that 

that water was simply a foreshadowing of the mightiest water in the world, mightier than the 

waters of Noah‟s Flood:  the water of yours, mine Baptism.  Cling and be comforted by these 

words from our text:…Baptism that now saves you also…it saves you by the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.  We stand on tip-toe, looking to the coming Sunday when we celebrate both His 

Resurrection and our total salvation. 

 

But before that celebration, there is our celebration of this night.  The celebration that He did 

descend into hell.  The celebration we just sang about:  He closed the yawning gates of hell…and 

thusly…the bars from Heaven’s high portals fell.  The celebration that we confess every time the 

Apostles‟ Creed is proclaimed by us:  He descended into hell.  His descent into hell we can and we 

do celebrate but not just because we can sing a hymn about it and not just because we can confess 

our belief in it in this Second Article of the Creed, but because of this resounding thus saith the 

Lord…resist him!  Because of Christ‟s descent into hell and all that followed that, you can, you 

have and you yet will resist him. 

 

Properly understood…Satan is the only one that you and I can honestly, openly and in the power 

of the Lord say to:  “Go to hell.”  Christ‟s descent makes that so and our Satan-resisting faith 

enables us so to speak. 

 

Because of Christ‟s descent into hell and all that followed that, you can, you have and you yet will 

resist that roaring but toothless lion.  Thus saith the Lord!  Amen! 


