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 It would seem a very little thing to run out of wine at a wedding.  However, for the Jewish 

wedding feast during the days of Jesus our Savoir running out of wine was not a small problem.  For 

the Israelites of old, wine was the symbol of physical and spiritual joy, future hope, and abundance.  

Running out of wine or having wine of poor quality at a wedding was a social blunder that could 

possibly put the whole welfare of the marriage in jeopardy. 

 And so, it was not a very little thing for Mary to talk to her Son about the fact that they have no 

wine.  Mary knew what Jesus could do.  The question is – would Jesus do it?  Jesus would be the one 

to determine whether or not He would do something about it.  He would be the one whose will would 

be carried forth.  He would be the one to make it more meaningful than just having a bunch of people 

gathered for a wedding feast get what they want or think they need.  Remember, wine was not poured 

out for the sake of making the people at the wedding feast jolly.  Wine was a symbol of future joy, 

future hope and a future abundance.  For this reason, Jesus performed the first of His many miracles.  

Jesus starts with pouring out wine for a bride and groom before showing so many others how He 

would pour out Himself in compassion and mercy.  He would “pour out” from Himself a real future 

joy, future hope and future abundance for all people. 

 Now remember that this pouring out of wine from Jesus was just the first of many “pouring 

outs”.  All in all, what He did at the wedding feast spoke volumes.  But what He did in the text for 

today would just be the beginning.  There would be so much more.  Jesus would “pour out” not wine, 

but Himself time and time again in the New Testament.  As a matter of fact – we can say that Jesus’ 

“pouring out” of Himself is the same as how He has compassion on those He loves. 

 For example, when Jesus saw the crowds, in Matthew chapter nine He had compassion on 

them, because they were harassed and helpless like Sheep without a shepherd (v. 36).  When Jesus 

went ashore He saw a great crowd, and He had compassion on them in Matthew 14:14, at the feeding 

of the 5,000.  Jesus called His disciples to Him and said, “I have compassion on the crowd because 

they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat” (Matthew 15:32) in the very next 

chapter with the feeding of the 4,000.  When Jesus heals the blind man he stopped and had compassion 

on Him as it says in Matthew 30:29.  When Jesus heals the man with leprosy in Mark 1:41-42, Jesus 

had compassion, He “poured Himself out” on this man and healed Him.  The same goes for the boy 

with the unclean spirit, the widow’s son He raised back to life, the parables of the Good Samaritan and 

the Prodigal Son.  Each time Jesus saw one of His precious children in need, He pour Himself out for 

the sake of their lives.  The word used in the original Greek is the same for each of these situations just 

mentioned.  He poured Himself out – He had compassion on them, in a way that no other could. 

 This pouring out in compassion of Jesus is called mercy.  Jesus embodies this pouring out in 

His very essence.  It’s not just what Jesus does – it’s who He is.  Jesus embodies mercy.  He is mercy 

and compassion.  So, when we come to passages like the ones just mentioned, Jesus doesn’t just talk 

about how to act or what to do for others, He does it.  He takes it upon Himself to “pour out” 

compassion – like pouring out the best wine at a wedding feast.  And that is what the Christian faith for 

you and me today is all about. 

 That’s our faith and that’s our Savior.  Because Christ is who He is, He does what He does and 

He makes us after His very own image.  However, when a person or a congregation rejects mercy, the 

individual or congregation is rejecting Christ.  It’s that simple.  Jesus tells us, “As you did not do it to 



one of the least of these, you did not do it to me” (Matt. 25:45).  Luther would tell us that these words 

of Christ we hear in St. Matthew’s Gospel bind each of us to the other.  “No one may forsake his 

neighbor when he is in trouble.”  Mercy is about the incarnation of Christ.  Mercy is about one body.  

Mercy is about the pouring out of ourselves for others as if we are all loved by Christ Jesus the same.  

And because He first loved us, we love one another. 

 Right away in the Word of God we hear how such responsibility for our neighbor is cast aside 

by man.  In Genesis 4:9, the Lord asks Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”  And Cain gives the kind 

of answer that has defined mankind throughout the ages.  Cain answers, “I don’t know.  Am I my 

brother’s keeper?”  Cain knows where his brother is.  Cain knows, but doesn’t want the responsibility 

given to him by God – the responsibility of actually being his brother’s keeper.  Cain knows his 

brother is dead – because Cain killed him.  Cain didn’t want to be responsible for his brother.  Cain 

only cared about Cain. 

 Such is the rule for man-kind today.  For most of us we would like to say about our neighbor, “I 

am not my brother’s/sister’s keeper.  I have enough problems of my own to attend to.  My family is 

busy.  My life is too crazy.  People should just learn how to take care of themselves.  Besides, if they 

are in trouble, they should learn how to get themselves out of trouble.  It’s usually their own doing 

anyway.  Why should I help them?  I’m not my brother’s keeper.” 

 Such words can ring very true in our ears.  But can be very backward and downright wrong.  

First, if you are not your brother’s keeper, then who is?  The Lord uses you to help keep your brother.  

Have you ever been in need – emotionally, spiritually, financially, physically?  The correct answer is 

yes.  And you needed others.  And others will need you.  We are not a pack of individuals.  We are a 

family of Christians set before one another by God to serve, build up, strengthen, pour out, have 

compassion and have mercy on one another.  God made you who you are as an individual.  God has 

made you a Christian to remind you that you are never alone – not for the sake of yourself or for the 

sake of your neighbor.  You are never alone.  Let us not leave the lonely alone.  Be the body of Christ 

together for the sake of your neighbor.  Be Jesus for your brother in need. 

 You know, there is an old joke about a man who was stranded on the top of his house after a 

horrendous flood.  A canoe pulls up along side of the house and the man in the canoe tells the guy on 

the house to jump in, I will save you.  The man said, “No, I’m waiting for the Lord to save me.”  

Another person, this time in a motor boat pulls up to the house and he says, “jump into the boat, I will 

save you.”  The man on the house said, “No, I’m waiting for the Lord to save me.”  Then a helicopter 

hovers above the nearly engulfed house and throws down a ladder as a voice from the helicopter says, 

“grab on to the ladder, I will save you.”  The man shouts back, “No, the Lord will save me.”  The man 

dies in the flood.  When he gets to heaven he asks God, “why didn’t you save me.’  God response, “I 

sent a canoe, a motor boat and a helicopter – what more do you want?” 

 We are our brother’s keeper.  This is how the Lord serves His people today – through means.  

He serves us today in Word and Sacrament in the place.  He serves us in those other ways, for our 

other needs, when we leave from this place.  The pouring out of wine at that wedding at Cana – that 

first of the great signs our Lord did – was to show that there would be a whole lot more pouring out to 

come.  And it would be a meaningful/life-giving pouring out as well.  It’s called mercy.  And that 

mercy of Christ was blood poured out of His very body on the cross.  That blood poured out means 

you will never die and you will never be in need.  You have everything you ever need.  Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

  


