
 

 

Dear Fellow Visitors, 

 

“Beware of the people who tell you how to fish!  I know a good many people who have tried to learn how to 

fish from books, but they never did learn.  The only way to learn how to fish is to fish.  An old sea-captain 

whom I know very well, who has been a fisherman all his days, told me he met a man who had published a 

book on how to catch fish.  The captain took him out into his boat; they stayed out four hours, but he didn’t 

have enough strength to put one piece of line over the boat, he was too seasick.  That was the instructor of 

how to catch fish” (Chambers, Workmen of God: The Cure of Souls, 5). 

 

These words were written by a pastor named Oswald Chambers back in the 1930s.  He told this story to 

remind pastors how true soul-care is to take place.  One can’t learn how to care for others in their greatest 

times of need by reading books or memorizing rote responses learned in a classroom.  The only way to learn 

how to care for another human being in the midst of their need, their suffering, or their distress is through 

experience. 

 

In August I will be traveling to San Antonio, Texas to attend the Doxology Grand Reunion along with the 

first annual gathering of the Doxology Collegium Fellows of which I am one.  The seven appointed Fellows 

have written major research papers that pertain to a specific practical topic in the area of soul-care – or – as it 

is called in the German language: Seelsorge.  My paper focuses on Pastoral Visitation. 

 

The reason I chose this topic is because I think visitation is becoming a lost art for pastors and that is really 

too bad.  I hope my paper will encourage pastors to take up soul-care in the home and hospital rooms again 

as a top ministerial priority.  But even as I encourage pastors in visitation, I would like to encourage all of 

you as well.  Do you have friends or neighbors that you are missing at church?  Do you know a family that 

you haven’t seen in a while?  Do you have a friend who is going through a rough spell in life?  All of these 

are reasons to be “alongside” those we care about.  The pastor is indeed called to visit the flock in all kinds 

of situations.  But, beloved in the Lord, you too have the opportunity to pick up the phone, drop by, and 

show compassion or concern for others.  Communication and listening to others is how we as a parish-family 

remain close to one another – as a family.  This is how we learn of each other’s needs.  It’s true, you cannot 

learn how to visit from books.  Experience is the only way.  I can only imagine how much it would mean to 

that congregational member, that neighbor down the street, that family member in need, if you were to be 

with them – right beside them – even for just a little while. 

 

Dear fellow Christians, keep the work of Doxology for the sake of congregations, church leadership, entire 

parish-families, and pastors in your prayers.  Keep the seven newly appointed Fellows of the Collegium in 

your prayers as well.  Included in this issue of The Shepherd’s Staff is a reminder of what Doxology is all 

about.  And never forget, the Lord has sent all of us out into the world as witnesses (our Sunday morning 

Bible study topic in June) of His blessed graces.  The Gospel message is not for us to keep – but to share.  

May God richly bless you and keep you in His graces as we share that grace with those who need to hear the 

message of comfort an eternal life.  

 

In His Service… 

 

 

Pastor Arnold 
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The Unseen Way 
 

I’ve been re-reading (in fact, this is my 4th time since purchasing the book in 
2008!) the Rev. Dr. J.W. Kleinig’s Grace Upon Grace: Spirituality for Today (published 
and available through CPH).  Kleinig, a seminary professor from Australia and 
frequent presenter for the Doxology program, gives a clear and concise explanation 
of the receptive nature of the Christian faith.  This helpful book is undoubtedly the 
fruit of his many years serving as a pastor/professor and, most especially, living as a 
Christian solely under God’s Mercy.  For this and many other reasons Grace Upon 
Grace is a modern classic for all Christians to grow in spirituality.  I’d like to share 
one of the gems I’ve gleaned on this go-around: 

 
Imagine for a moment, that you are completely blind.  You cannot use your eyes to see 

where you are or what is going on around you.  Like all blind people, you have to learn to 
“see” with your ears.  If you wish to travel, you can use a cane to supplement your ears and 
to find your way as you walk along by yourself.  But it is best to have a guide dog to lead you 
or, better still, someone to travel with and to tell you where you are and where to go. 

 
Spiritually speaking, we are blind.  We walk through life on an unseen journey, since 

we live by faith here on earth.  There is an unseen world all around us that we can sense but 
can never see, a world of radiant splendor and of abysmal darkness, a world that surrounds 
us like a fifth dimension and more.  That world is not an imaginary world.  In fact, it is much 
more real than the world we know from our senses.  Our access to that world comes to us via 
our ears rather than our eyes, ears that are attentive to the Word and Spirit of God.  By faith 
we go on our invisible way through life.  We learn to travel along that way by walking with 
our invisible traveling companion, Jesus.  Traveling step-by-step, we listen to Him as He 
speaks to us.  He is, as it were, our eyes.  We use our ears to see our way. (Kleinig, 42) 

 
Ringing throughout Kleinig’s writing are St. Paul’s words: “So faith comes by 

hearing, and hearing through the Word of Christ.” Rom. 10:17.  It is scary to walk 
through this world spiritually blind.  But we have the best travel companion: Jesus 
speaks words of direction and comfort in the midst of our stumbling.  He is our only 
Light on the unseen way.         
                                  
In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

2014 VACATION BIBLE  
SCHOOL 

 

July 14-18 
Deacon’s Class (Grade 5 and Up) 

July 14    Jesus Calls Me – Main St. & St. John-Farley 
July 15    Jesus Teaches Me – Steamboat Arabia 
July 16    Jesus Keeps Me Safe – Line Creek Trail  
July 17    Jesus Saves Me – English Landing 
July 18    Jesus Provides All I Need - Harvesters 
 

Special Permission Slip Required! 

 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF/Kids For Christ  
          Grades 9-12            Grades 6-8                     Grades 1-5      

HEIT’S POINT 
SUMMER CAMPS 

 

Heit’s Point Summer Camps have begun!  Six youth of 
our parish are presently “enrolled” for the summer.  
Please contact Heit’s Point directly if you are still 
interested in participating this summer.   We pray for 
the following youth and their participation: 
 

Julia Almstedt – Extreme Exploring 
Tarryn Fredde – Horse Camp 1 
Connor Henry – Horse Camp 1 

Avery Penn – Horse Camp 1 
Mason Rogers – Horse Camp 1 
Sarah Vincenti – Horse Camp 1 

                      Horse Camp 2 
 

Heit’s Point Lutheran Camp:  660-668-2363 
 

RECOGNITION DAY 

Class of 2014 
JULY 28,  2014  
BETWEEN SERVICES 

Members of “Christ Lutheran Church Class of ‘14” 
were willing to share a little about themselves (on 
another page in this issue).  Sunday, July 28th at 
9:20 AM, we will formally “send off with blessing” 
our young adults!  Please be there if you can, to 
wish them well. 
 

 
 

SUNDAY   SCHOOL 
For the month of July, PK-8 children will be 
exploring Biblical Accounts with the following 
titles: 
 

July   6----------Cleansing H2Oh! 
July 13-----------------H2Oh! Ride 
July 20----------Revealing H2Oh! 
July 27----------Changing H2Oh! 

 

Summer Bible Study 
Opportunities 

 

Sunday – 9:30 AM      Adult Bible Class 
Ephphatha Room 

 

Sunday – 9:30 AM      PK – 12 Sunday School 
Various Classrooms 

 

Tuesday – 10:30 AM “Nehemiah” 
Walther Room 

 

Tuesday – 6:00 PM   “The Problem of Suffering” 
Walther Room 

 

Friday – 6:00 AM      “Genesis” 
Fellowship Commons 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
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Discipleship Data 
Accessions baptized: 

Simon Timothy Guy, son of Ian and Shea Guy – baptized, June 1, 2014 
 

Deletions: 

Ricky Graham – transfer to the Church Triumphant – June 2, 2014 
 

 

 

Lutherans for Life National Committee Meeting 
Lutherans for Life National Committee Meeting was held at Christ Lutheran June 13, 14 & 15. 

Thank you to the following who provided food for the committee: Lema Easley, Lisa Rogers, 

Vonnie Niederwimmer, Becky Ann Belt, Jodi Oathout, Barb Chastain, Kelly Henry and Heidi 

Scroggins. A special thank you to Eunice who as always provided assistance to all the members with 

coffee, tea and any personal needs including giving a ride to the airport. It was greatly appreciated! 
 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids  to the following people who directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars to Christ 
Lutheran:  James Fredericks, Cheryl Pate, Larry and Sandy Sperl, Arnolds, Ilene Behnke, 
Bill Musil, Lynda Reinert, Herb and Marilyn Steffens, and Jan Turner. 

Orchids to those who gave geraniums for Pentecost:  Larry & Heidi Scroggins, Arnold, Kevin & Jenni 
Schneider, Judy Gibson, Heerboth, Gaiser, Watson, Lyons, Moore, Stewart, Knopp, Ramos, Sinclair, 
Durham, Brian Almanza, and Herrman.   
Orchids  to Chuck Eberth, for trimming the bushes by the handrail at the steps – people are very 
appreciative that they can now use that handrail! 
Orchids to Chuck Heiss for moving all the items out of the two rooms to be converted to Pre-K rooms. 
Orchids to Matthew Knopp along with parents Tom and Belinda for all their hard work out at our 
Memorial Gardens.  Matthew, along with other scouts, put in a wheelchair accessible walkway down to 
the lower level of the Gardens.  They also poured new concrete steps.  He did this to fulfill requirements 
leading to the rank of Eagle for the scouts.  Well done!! 
Orchids to Jeff and Brayden Basch for their hard work at getting the upstairs class room and downstairs 
ready for new carpet.  We are making more room for our growing Pre-Kindergarten.  Thank you, also, to all 
those involved. 
Orchids to Lowell Smith for his hard work at getting the Ephphatha room ready for new soundproofing – 
also for organizing some painting that went on.   
Orchids to Chuck Eberth, Dan Jones, and  D.J. Dammann who continue to work on our struggling fleet of 
mowers that seem to keep on breaking down.  It’s a tough job and you guys are working hard.  Thank you!! 
Orchids to Lowell Smith and Pastor Arnold, who painted the north wall of the Ephphatha Room.  That 
was a very big job – thanks!!! 

 
 

Thank you to: Julie Ketelsen, Marilyn Steffens, Jackie Lewis, Bob 

Richardson, Vonnie Niederwimmer, Mary Buchholz and Heidi Scroggins 

for visiting members and giving them a geranium that had been used in 

the Pentecost Altar Display. 

 

 

 

  



Christ Lutheran Apartment at Hillcrest – Information 
Hillcrest had an open house and shared how Home Depot is teaming with them to help them with the 
improvements to the Hillcrest community grounds.  Home Depot visited the grounds and had many 
suggestions for improvements that Hillcrest has not even considered.  Some of the plans include 
building a garden to teach the residents how to grow some of their own food.  Some of the produce will 
be used to feed the residents.  They plan to build a privacy fence between the neighboring homes and 
apartment lined with trees.  They also plan to provide some color with flowering trees in front of the 
buildings and fruit/flowing trees in the back and in-between the buildings. They would like to upgrade 
the three playgrounds with an overhead cover and material for the ground under the play areas.  Build a 
cover and expand the patio of the office so that Hillcrest can hold the graduations on site and even 
barbecue if desire.  A Boy Scout has volunteered and plans to work to build a fire pit and split the wood 
for it, in order to earn a badge.  Hillcrest is thrilled to have a young man volunteer his time. 
Home Depot will supply some of the trees/shrubs and man power, but Hillcrest needs our help and from 
the community to supply the funds for the additional supplies needed. I am hoping that some youth and 
members from Christ Lutheran will be willing to volunteer their time or funds to help support this 
effort.  Home Depot plans to do a ‘Home Make Over’ for the grounds.  I suspect there will be news 
coverage on our local TV stations. Kendall Welch is a volunteer Coordinator and can be reached at 816-
260-9399 or Judy Gibson at 816-455-3945 for additional information. 
 

*************************************************************************** 

July – December Acolytes 
    8:00am    10:45am  
July    Thomas Henrichs   Brandon Cuda 
    Blake Faller    Sam Brown 
 

August    Tyler Pride    Jarien Montgomery 
    Trenton Pride    Matthew Knopp 
 

September   Mark Buchholz   Justin Ferguson 
    Grayson Spidle   Joshua Keller 
 

October   Brayden Basch   Joseph Ramos 
    Blake Faller    Jacob Arnold 
 

November   Tyler Pride    Joey Ferguson 
    Trenton Pride    Jackson Foutch 
 

December   Thomas Henrichs   Matthew Knopp 
    Mark Buchholz   Joseph Ramos 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Sam Brown 10:45am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox substitute  
Brandon Cuda 10:45am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin & Joey Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  

Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Joshua Keller 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn substitute  
Michael Marfield substitute  
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am  
Trenton & Tyler Pride 8am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Grayson Spidle 8am  

 

 

 



News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
It’s finally here!  Many have been waiting for it!  Many have been planning for it!  Have you guessed 
what it is?  Summer break at Christ Lutheran Pre-K!  Yes, our summer break is finally here.  We will be 
on break from June 30th-July 11th.  We hope to enjoy two weeks of leisure in the summer sun.  As you 
may know, Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten offers a year-round program that includes two months of 
summer school.  Our second session starts on July 14th and ends on August 12th.  Even though some 
of our teachers do have the summer off, they have not forgotten about all the new adventures for their 
class.  Some teachers even work in their classrooms over the summer.   

Of course, changes are happening all the time.  Some children are moving or going to kindergarten.  
New families enroll their children.  No matter what happens over the summer—the ministry 
continues—it moves on! 

At Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten we keep the main thing the main thing.  It’s all about ministry.  We 
have a heart for evangelism and telling little children about Jesus.  Even Jesus knew that he would 
someday be moving on.  He knew that His life on earth was for a short period of time.  His atoning 
death continues to impart forgiveness for our sins—including our failure to recognize His guidance 
through the transitions of our life.   

Jesus had a great group of disciples—His staff—with whom he worked.  He modeled God’s love, 
taught the disciples how to do ministry, and how to build relationships with others.  This is exactly what 
you as parishioners do too when you support and pray for our ministry.  This is exactly what I strive for 
as the Director of Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten.   

God is holding the hands of everyone at Pre-K, during summer break, and throughout the school year.  
Our ministry will continue and grow in the coming months.  It’s what Lutheran schools are all about.  
Thank you for supporting this ministry to our congregation and to the community.  You are loved! 
 

++++++++++++++ 
 

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten is seeking candidates for the position of teacher, teacher’s assistant, 
and after school care teacher. Teacher candidates must be a member in good standing of a LCMS 
congregation and hold a minimum of a bachelor's degree in early childhood education or a closely 
related field.  Teacher assistant candidates and after school care teacher candidates must hold 
membership in a Christian church and be at least 14 years old.   Candidates will be screened by an 
interview and are asked to submit a current resume, teaching certification, and other supporting 
documents.  Please contact Mrs. Heiss at 741-8031.   
 

+++++++++++++++++ 
 

We continue to enroll for the 2014-2015 school year.  We accept students ages 2-6 years old.  We 
offer 2-day, 3-day, 4-day, and 5-day classes along with extended care.  For more information, check 
our website or call the school office at 741-8031. 
Chrissy Heiss, M.Ed., Director   Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

*************************************************************************** 

 

"Save the Date –  
Steak and Swim,  

July 26, 2014, 3:00 pm at the Faller’s.  
More details are available on the 
sign-up sheet in the Common’s Area. 

 



Martin Luther Academy 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
MLA is thankful for your support as we seek to do the work of the Lord.  We had an outstanding 2013-
14 school year, and we are really looking forward to the 2014-15 school year.  As we transition from 
one school year to the next, I would like to thank Mrs. Natalie Evans for her four years of service at 
MLA.  Mrs. Evans accepted a new position at a Lutheran elementary school in Nebraska.  MLA is 
thankful for her work here and wishes her God’s blessings as she does His work in a new place.  MLA 
would also like to thank Mrs. Lori Haase for her ten years of service in the teaching ministry.  It is great 
having Mrs. Haase at MLA, and we appreciate her hard work and dedication over her ten years of 
serving as a teacher in the LCMS.  
The 2014-15 school year theme is based on Romans 12:1-2 – Transformed in Christ.  As we look to 
improve each and every day as people of God and His servants, we are focusing on how that 
transformation takes place as the Holy Spirit works in our lives.  We are so very fortunate to teach in a 
Lutheran School and share God’s word daily with our students.  We know that His word does not 
return void.  Trusting and believing is this, we look forward to a new school year with new students and 
their families, seeking to nurture our children spiritually, emotionally and academically.   
Again, thank you for your wonderful support of Christian education at MLA over the past many years.  
MLA appreciates all of your prayers, and looks for ways to continue to support our churches and their 
people.  God’s richest blessings to all of you as we traverse through the summer and prepare for the 
next school year. 
Yours in Christ, 
Rick Schneider, Principal 
 
 

Lutheran High School of KC  12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145 
816-241-5478     Fax: 816-876-2069    Website:  www.lhskc.com 

Re-enrollment Continues—It is not too late. Enrollment for the 2014-2015 
school year at The Lutheran High School of Kansas City is ongoing. The 
Lutheran High School of Kansas City is a dynamic school with much to offer 
every child. From fast-paced dual credit university courses to practical 
business and tech/trade courses, our students are achieving at a high level. 
 
Seeking an opportunity to be a Christian witness to the nations right in 
your own home?  Consider hosting a foreign student for Lutheran High 
School of Kansas City.  Students will arrive in August and return home the 
end of May.  The Explore My Choice (http://www.xploremychoice.org/) 
organization provides a $500 monthly stipend to offset expenses.  After 
applying to host, you will have the opportunity to read student profiles and 

participate in 'choosing' a student that you think would fit well into your family.   Please call 816-
241-5478 or email Paula Meier (pmeier@lhskc.com) at Lutheran High School if interested!   
 
The Kansas City Lutheran High School band program is always expanding.  We are in need of 
used band instrument donations.  If you have a brass, woodwind or percussion band instrument in 
your closet that needs a good home, please consider donating it to The Kansas City Lutheran High 
School band program.  From trumpets to tubas, we could put any used instrument to good use 
regardless of the condition! LHSKC is a non-profit organization and all donations are tax-
deductible. Please contact Lucy Kettler or Paula Meier at 816-241-5478, or drop off your donation 
off at LHS anytime Monday through Friday. 
 

 

http://www.lhskc.com/
http://www.xploremychoice.org/
mailto:pmeier@lhskc.com


 
 

7/1 Patricia Richardson 

 Grace Jones 

 Noah Peterson 

 Landon Peterson 

7/2 Thomas Knopp 

 Evan Oathout 

 Natalie Brinkmeyer 

7/3 Karla Fera 

7/4 Pete Medina 

 Erin O’Keefe 

 Michael O’Keefe 

7/5 Renee Koren 

7/6 Megan Monroe 

 Drew DeLay 

7/7 Jesse McIntyre III 

 Justin Greenhagen 

7/8 Donna Dye 

7/9 Sandra Scott 

 Matthew Knopp 

7/10 Roberta Musil 

7/11 Jeff Basch 

 Bradan Colvin 

7/12 Bruce Gehrke 

 Lucy Swanson 

 

 

7/13 Carrie Fuller 

 Deborah Brewer 

 Heidi Cook 

7/14 Casey Eberth 

7/16 Charles Van Vickle 

7/17 Cherri June 

 Chuck Eberth 

 Casey Johnson 

 Kristen Williamson 

7/18 Justin Ferguson 

7/19 Hal Sinclair 

 Darcy Monroe 

 Chadron Cummins 

7/20 Susan Gaiser 

 Ryan Cummins 

 Steven Clark-Perry 

 Morgan Smith 

7/21 Lois Miller 

 Eloy Robles 

 Linda Schelp 

 Eric Mahnken 

 Jared Schelp 

7/22 Ann Marie Stark 

 Charley Buckner 

7/23 Jack Yuebanks 

 Steven Thaemert 

 Robert Jobe 

7/24 Diane MacPherson 

 Keith Oberhelman 

7/25 Carolyn Hogan 

 Amy Boynton 

 Dan Jones 

7/26 Peter Olson 

 Allyson Wilson 

7/27 Verda Lutte 

 Janell Yeubanks 

 Janice Medlin 

 Trinity Brewer 

7/28 Mia Cremer 

 Colton Smith 

7/29 Erin Guenther 

 Sean Molenkamp 

 Jesse Ayres 

7/31 Harold Schroer 

 Bridget Duhme 

 Michael Sperl 

  

 

*************************************************************************** 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) continues to meet and eat the third 

Tuesday of the month.  Our June location was Cascone’s Grill North in 

Picture Hills.  We had 23 people in attendance. We won’t be meeting in 

July because of VBS, but will go to the Olive Garden in August.  After 

that we have Outback Steakhouse (September), Tiffany Greens Golf Club 

(October), and Abuelo’s Mexican Food (November).  We’d love to have you join us if you 

are able!  Contact Joyce White for more information or if you have questions about CLLG.  

IN AS MUCH…. 

June 6, 2014 a meal was served to the family of Ricky Graham after his funeral. Thank you: 

Vonnie Niederwimmer, LaVerne and Verda Lutte, Katie Goodwin, Cindy Smith, Jan Sittig, 

Laurel Eggerstedt, Becky Belt and Heidi Scroggins. 

  
 



VBS -- Don’t miss the boat! 
Gangway to Galilee is our 2014 theme for Vacation Bible 

School!  Set sail with us to sing fun songs, do crazy crafts, 

eat yummy snacks, play awesome games, and 
more. Plus, you’ll learn all about Jesus our Savior and His 

amazing grace! Can’t wait to see you there! 
 

July 14 – 18, 2014 

9:00AM – 12:00PM 
 

To register, follow the links to the Vacation Bible School 
page on the church website, www.christlc.net, or stop by 

the VBS table in the Fellowship Commons area to pick up a registration form.  

Completed registration forms can be left in the box on this table. 
Look for our Donation Request Board in the Fellowship Commons area if you’d 

like to donate items to VBS! 

Most importantly, please pray for your VBS that the message of God’s Amazing 
Grace is clearly given to the children who attend. 

If you have questions or you’d like to volunteer your time to VBS, call Carla Jones 

at 816.547.4751. 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 

We get letters…… 

Christ Lutheran Auxiluary – Thank you so much for the family reception after Ricky 

Graham’s funeral service.  May God bless you all!!!  Paula and Ricky Graham family 

 

Dear Pastors and Fellow Believers in Christ – We thank you all for the visits, for the 

communion, for the cards and especially for all your prayers while in the hospital and 

rehab.  It is really wonderful to have such a caring church family.  Thanks also for the 

beautiful flowers.  We thank God for all of you!  Thank you again and may God bless 

you all.  In Christ’s love, Roberta and Bill Musil 
 

*************************************************************************** 

Change in status?  Do you have any changes that have happened recently or will happen soon 

of which your church should be aware?  This might include 

graduation from high school (in which case we need your 

college address) or from college (in which case we need to 

remove you from our college list). Maybe your child will be 

starting kindergarten in the fall. We need to get that info 

into the system so you receive info regarding weekday 

school and other activities.   Have you stopped using your 

home phone and just use your cell phone now?  Do you notice that your 

birthday/baptismal birthday/anniversary isn’t included on any lists?  That probably means the 

church doesn’t have this information.  If you notice any error or omissions, or if you have had 

any changes of which we should be aware, please contact the 

church office so we can make corrections/additions.  We 

really want to have all our information correct – please help 

us with in that regard.  Thank you!  

http://www.christlc.net/


A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Luke 18:18-22 
 

“And a ruler asked Him, ‘…[W]hat must I do to inherit eternal life?’ And Jesus said to him, ‘…You 
know the commandments…’ And he said, ‘All these I have kept from my youth.’  When Jesus 
heard this, He said to him, ‘One thing you still lack.  Sell all that you have and distribute to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.’” (Luke 18:18–22). 
As we listen to this, one question is raised in our minds: Is Jesus speaking to us also or only to 
the rich young ruler? In other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and give it to 
the poor?  
As good Lutherans, we answer, “No!” But why? Why should we not sell all that we have and 
distribute it to the poor? The simplest explanation is this: If we sold everything we have, our 
wife and our children would be neglected.  In other words, to sell everything we have and give 
it to the poor would ignore, even abandon, those whom God has placed in our care.  Our money, 
everything we have, is not to be used solely for the church.  But that doesn’t mean it isn’t to be 
used for the purpose God intends.  
Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of service to our 
neighbors.  These stations are the church, the family, and society.   We are members of all 
three of these by birth.  We are born into the church by water and the Word of God, and our 
duties to others in the church arise from either our birth into the church or the birth of 
others by baptism into it.  We are born into a family and our duties to others stem from either 
our birth into that family or the birth of others into our family.  Finally, we are born into 
society, which is simply a further extension of our birth into our family.  The duties we have 
toward other members of society come from either our birth or the birth of others into the same 
society.  
All that we have are to be pressed into service for the church, the family, and society.  If we 
were to sell all we have and give only to one, the other two would be neglected, and our duties 
toward them would falter.  
So consider your life and all that you have in light of these three stations.  You pay taxes to support 
and help those in society.  You save for college for your children, provide food, clothing, and 
shelter for the members of your family.  
But the one that is usually thought of last is the church.  Since the needs of the family and 
society are more immediate, the church is often given what is left over.  This is not how it 
should be.  Rather, to the church we are to give of our first fruits, from off the top, the best, 
even as Abel gave the best of his flock (Gen. 4:4).  
This requires forethought and intent.  It means that you sit down and make a plan of what you 
will give from the beginning.  It means you stick to it even when it seems that there are other 
more immediate and pressing things.  
Why?  
Because all that we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious and giving God.  
He spared no expense for us and our salvation.  He gave up His Son into death so that our sins 
are forgiven, and we will live.  What’s more, He provides for all that we need for this body and 
life.  And our lives in this world, among these three spheres of the church, the family, and society, 
are to mirror the generosity of the One who gave us life in all three by birth. 
Don’t let Christ Lutheran Church, your divine family, be ignored or even be an 
afterthought! She is nurturing you, bringing you up in salvation by Word and Sacrament for 
eternal life.  
 



 
 

Doxology provides Lutheran pastors with training in spiritual care, counseling skills and procedures.  Also 

included is the opportunity for pastors to reflect on their own spiritual health while reviewing and enhancing 

professional competencies and skills.  In August Pastor Arnold will attend a Doxology Conference in San 

Antonio, Texas.  He will also stay two days after the conference to meet with six other Doxology Fellows of the 

newly formed Collegium of pastors who have been appointed by the Doxology Board of Directors to help 

further and strengthen the body of knowledge of the program.  The Rev. Dr. Harold Senkbeil (a parish pastor 

for many years and professor at Concordia Theological Seminary) and Dr. Beverly Yahnke (an LCMS member, 

a psychologist, and a professor at Concordia University Wisconsin) have done a fantastic job at training a 

number of our LCMS pastors on how to be better spiritual care givers.  For more information you can visit 

www.doxology.us   
 

 

What a fantastic learning experience this has been for me.  I finished my research in June on the topic of 

Pastoral Visitation and I look forward to presenting my paper to the other Fellows in the Doxology Collegium 

after the conference. I firmly believe my research will benefit my ministry, and ultimately, the parish-family.  

Also, my hope is that the church-at-large will be benefit as well.  I want to thank all of you who have kept 

Doxology and my efforts to help improve this beneficial program in your prayers. 

Pastor Arnold 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

Joy    Peace   Rest 
 

Women’s  
Fall Retreat 

 

November 1st – November 2nd 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

http://www.doxology.us/

