
 

 

Dear Confirmand (and to each of you… dear members of Christ-Parish), 

At your baptism the sign of the cross was made over your head and heart as Christ marked you one of His 

own.  As God placed His name on you through the water and the Word, Christ’s baptism became your 

baptism, His death your death and His resurrection yours also.  You were brought into God’s Kingdom by 

God’s grace, the work of the Holy Spirit.   

There have been many important days in your life since.  There have been milestones such as learning to 

walk or the first day of school or losing your first tooth or your first “big game” in sports.  Your parents 

hoped for a lot of things in a child like you.  But more than anything else, they wanted a child of God.  They 

wanted a daughter or son who would know Christ’s love and the riches of His grace.  They wanted a child 

who confessed the faith that they shared and would one day stand next to and share Christ’s body and blood 

with them in the Lord’s Supper.  I imagine they weren’t so concerned about hair color or the shape of your 

nose.  They might not even had strong feelings about your particular interests.  They simply wanted you to 

know that God loved you even more than they ever could.  They wanted you to know that Christ 

demonstrated His love for you by dying for you.  That is why they brought you kicking and screaming (at 

times) to Weekday School and Confirmation all of those years.  Personally, I’m certainly glad they did. 

So what’s next?  High school, college, additional schooling, dating, occupation, marriage.  None of us are 

sure of what all the future holds for you.  However, our hope for you doesn’t really change.  It remains our 

prayer that you are God’s baptized child.  There will be many pressures and temptations that you will face 

ahead.  But we (your parents, family and Pastors/Deacon) still will pray that the God who marked you at the 

baptismal font will continue to keep you safe and secure in the “ark” of the Christian Church.  We pray that 

you will always be faithful in hearing God’s Word proclaimed and being in the presence of Christ as He 

comes to you in Word and Sacrament.   

The Word of God is your guide and your lead no matter what you “do with your life.”  Whether you are a 

doctor or a ditch digger, it is our hope and prayer that you see your work in light of your identity as God’s 

beloved child.  Paul describes it well in Galatians 2, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who 

live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 

me and gave himself for me.”   

Dear Confirmand (and fellow Christians), you have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection.  You 

have died to yourself and now risen as God’s new creation.  So it is no longer you who live, but Christ who 

lives in you.  That means that Christ works through you whether teaching children or caring for the sick.  So 

whether you are a spouse, a parent, or whatever God makes you, may you find joy in being who God has 

called you to be – His beloved child! 

There will be times that you fail.  There will be times where you make mistakes.  You are a sinner and that is 

what sinners do.  At those times, I pray that you find comfort at the baptismal font where you first received 

God’s forgiving Word of Absolution.  You are just as much in need of God’s grace today as you were on the 

day of your baptism.  And you are just as much God’s baptized child today as you were on that marvelous 

day. 

So rejoice, dear Confirmand.  God made you who you are – a forgiven and precious possession.  Rejoice in 

your baptismal grace each time you receive the Lord’s Supper.  He desires to bless you.  Receive that 

blessing!  May God richly bless you and keep you in His remarkable Graces… always!! 

In Christ, 
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Pastor Arnold 

How Many Sacraments are there? 

“If now I seek the forgiveness of sins, I do not run to the cross for I will not find it there.  
Nor must I hold to the sufferings of Christ, as Dr. Karlstadt trifles, in knowledge or remembrance, 
for I will not find it there either.  But I will find in the sacrament or gospel the Word which 
distributes, presents, offers, and gives me the forgiveness won on the cross.” (Martin Luther AE 
40:214).  In this quote, Dr. Luther reminds us of a key truth to the Christian life: for the forgiveness 
of sins, we are not to flee to Jerusalem to find the relic of Jesus’ cross, or meditate on Christ’s 
sufferings, but rather receive this most precious gift in Word and Sacrament.  The forgiveness of 
sins is the heart of the Word and Sacraments, in fact, and therefore the center of the Christian life. 

 
 When we speak of the word “sacrament,” what does this mean? A sacrament can be defined 
simply as a “sacred act.”  It’s not word we find in the Bible, at least not in sense that Christians 
have come to define it.  So how is it defined? Christians, since the time of St. Augustine (and 
possibly before), have characterized a sacrament as having three characteristics: 

1. Instituted by God in His Word  
2. Having or consisting of a visible element combined with God’s Word 
3. God offers the forgiveness of sins earned by Christ 

 
With this in mind, how do some sacred acts of the church stand up? What of Baptism? 1. At 

the end of Matthew’s Gospel Christ indeed gives His commission to baptize all nations in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  2.  Water is the element combined with 
God’s Word.  3.  Baptism gives the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38).  So Baptism is rightly called a 
sacrament.  Just the same, the Lord’s Supper was instituted by Christ (Matt. 26), contains bread 
and wine, and bestows the forgiveness of sins.  But what of Marriage? 1.  God instituted marriage 
at the end of Genesis’ second chapter.  2.  One could consider the bride and groom or the modern 
custom of exchanging rings as visible elements.  3. While Christian marriage is founded on the 
forgiveness of sins, it’s not explicitly promised through this sacred act.  So marriage is not 
considered a sacrament according to this definition.  What of Confession and Absolution? 1.  Jesus 
instituted it in John 20:21-23.  2. The pastor and penitent could be considered the visible elements 
(though this is debatable) 3.  Absolution is the forgiveness of sins.  Sometimes Confession and 
Absolution is considered as sacrament, and sometimes not.  To summarize, there are 2 (or 3) 
sacraments. 

 
You may know that Roman Catholicism numbers 7 sacraments (baptism, penance, holy 

communion, confirmation, marriage, ordination, and extreme unction [sometimes called “last 
rites”]).  Some of these additions have Biblical institutions, such as marriage (mentioned above) 
and extreme unction (James 5:14), but they still lack one thing, which is the most important thing 
for Lutherans: the promise of the forgiveness of sins.   

 
For us, the forgiveness of sins is the focus of any sacrament … what makes it truly sacred.  

Reflect on this forgiveness as you receive Holy Absolution and the Sacrament of the Altar.  Luther 
said it best in his Small Catechism, “… where there is forgiveness of sins there is also life and 
salvation.” (SC 6:2) 

                                        
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 



  Deacon’s Page          Youth and Education Opportunities for the Parish            June, 2014  
 

 YOUTH NEWS  
 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                          Grades 6-8 

LYF  FLOAT TRIP  
Monday – Wednesday       June 9-11  

 

SR-LYF (Gr. 9-12) & JR-LYF Members (Gr. 6-8) that 
have made the commitment to attend, will spend 
two nights at the River Ranch Resort, and float 
eight miles of the Elk River!  About 60 youth and 
adults from four of our area Lutheran churches 
and schools will be participating.  
 

We will be leaving from our church parking lot on 
Monday, June 9 no later than 10:00 AM.  We will 
return to the church parking lot between 1 PM 
and 2 PM on Wednesday, June 11. 

 

 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF/Kids For Christ  
          Grades 9-12            Grades 6-8                     Grades 1-5      

HEIT’S POINT 

CAMPERS 
The following children from our congregation will 
be attending the various camps offered at Heit’s 
Point Lutheran Camp this summer: 
 

Julia Almstedt – Extreme Exploring 
Tarryn Fredde – Horse Camp 1 
Connor Henry – Horse Camp 1 

Avery Penn – Horse Camp 1 
Mason Rogers – Horse Camp 1 
Sarah Vincenti – Horse Camp 1 

                      Horse Camp 2 
      

 

SR-LYF 
Grades 9-12  

LCMS SERVANT EVENT    

June 13-14-15-16-17-18-19-20 

LVR-Colorado Rockies 
Please keep the following in your prayers as they 
prepare for the LCMS Servant Event, June 13 – 20 
at Lutheran Valley Retreat.  LVR is a Lutheran 
Camp located about 90 minutes NW of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado.   
 

Jacob Arnold                  Emma Gaiser 
Gilda Baretto                     Jackie Ogaz 
Brayden Basch          Martha Sanchez               
Mark Buchholz             Morgan Smith 
Cole Chelton                  Anne Thomas 
Alphonzo Deah       Shannon Thomas 
Daiyeya Deah                        Lady Zulu 

 

Rachel Buchholz           Bane Gaiser       
Deaconess  Intern  –  Lisa  Molotla 
Pastor Arnold     Deacon Buchholz 

 

VACATION 
BIBLE  SCHOOL 

July 14-18 

 
 

 

SR ‘14 RECOGNITION DAY 
JULY 28,  2014  
BETWEEN SERVICES 
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Pictorial Directory 
Between May 8th and 14th we had about 120 photography appointments for photos for our new 

pictorial directory.  It is not too late if you need to schedule to have your picture taken for the 

Christ Lutheran pictorial directory.  Please contact Chris Hurla with Life Touch Photography @ 

913.782.7850 ASAP, to schedule your appointment at an alternate location. Don’t miss out on 

this opportunity.  For questions please contact Howard or Judy Gibson 816.455.3945. 
 

Discipleship Data 
Deletions: 

Harold Weymuth, transfer to the Church Triumphant – April 17, 2014 
 

 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids  to the following who delivered Easter lilies to their fellow members:  Bill & 
Roberta Musil, Kim Montoya, Melanie Smith, Janet Jones, Kathy Ferguson, Heidi 
Scroggins, Nancy Ruud, and Niederwimmers. 

Orchid to Julia Almstedt, for being inducted into Jr. National Honor Society at Martin Luther Academy. 
Orchids to our photography greeters,  Joyce Degnan, Leslie Gilbert, Heidi Scroggins, Jackie Lewis, Pat 
Toillion, Denice Lackey, Shirley Howard, Cindy Smith, Becky Belt, Linda Reinhardt & Kellie Smith.  And 
a bouquet of orchids to Eunice for her assistance with the pictorial directory. 
Orchid to Becky Belt, LaVerne and Verda Lutte who faithfully baked homemade cookies throughout the 
whole year for weekday school. We all enjoyed these tasty treats! 
Orchids to Pat Thielen, Heidi Scroggins, Sheryl Cozad, Janet Duff, Mary Buchholz, Becky Schademann, 
Sara Froiland, Hal Sinclair, Bill and Roberta Musil and Jan Sittig for providing food donations or home-
made cookies for weekday school, without even having kids in the program. Thank you for your support! 
Orchids go out to all members of our Weekday School Staff: teachers, teacher helpers, kitchen aides, and all 
volunteers who were responsible for some aspect of our program.  Your sacrifice of 32 Wednesdays is 
greatly appreciated.  
Orchids to Rachel Almstedt, Pastor Arnold, Rachel Buchholz, and Bane Gaiser for making the commitment 
to chaperone our youth on the float trip or the LCMS servant event in Colorado.  Our youth could not have 
such experiences if not for volunteers who give up part of their own vacation time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christ Lutheran Apartment at Hillcrest – Information 
Baby Shower - Mindi Ford, our recently graduated Hillcrest resident, is in need of any and 

all baby items for her unborn son.  She is registered at Babies R Us & Target. Public 

Relations plans to have a Baby Shower for Mindi at a time TBD in June.  Please drop off 

your baby gift on the table provided at church.  Once we have the shower date, we will share 

this with you so that you can attend, if desired. If you have any questions please contact 

Judy Gibson 816.455.3945. Mindi’s case manager has shared that Mindi has been a “Rock 

Star” in the Hillcrest program. She represents his first resident that has scored perfect 100’s 

every week. She has paid off all of her debt and is moving out with a nice nest egg in her 

bank account. She is very excited about having her first baby. It has been an honor to work 

with her the past 90 days. Her goals could not have been met without the help of the most 

wonderful budget counselor in Barbara Campbell. What a blessing it has been to watch 

these two ladies team together for success. Please keep her in your prayers. 

 

*************************************************************************** 
 

June – December Acolytes 
    8:00am    10:45am  
June    Grayson Spidle   Jacob Arnold 
    Brayden Basch   Jackson Foutch 
 

July    Thomas Henrichs   Brandon Cuda 
    Blake Faller    Sam Brown 
 

August    Tyler Pride    Jarien Montgomery 
    Trenton Pride    Matthew Knopp 
 

September   Mark Buchholz   Justin Ferguson 
    Grayson Spidle   Joshua Keller 
 

October   Brayden Basch   Joseph Ramos 
    Blake Faller    Jacob Arnold 
 

November   Tyler Pride    Joey Ferguson 
    Trenton Pride    Jackson Fouth 
 

December   Thomas Henrichs   Matthew Knopp 
    Mark Buchholz   Joseph Ramos 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Sam Brown 10:45am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal substitute  
Brandon Cuda 10:45am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin & Joey Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  

Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Joshua Keller 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn substitute  
Michael Marfield substitute  
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am  
Trenton & Tyler Pride 8am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Grayson Spidle 8am  

*************************************************************************** 
 



News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

Many of you can relate when I say that I grew up in the United States at a time when our country was at least 

okay with calling itself Christian.  Most of the adults I knew when I was a child went to church regularly.  I don’t 

remember our government making many decisions that were overtly un-Christian.  My public school high school 

geography teacher even quoted from the biblical account of creation and he did not hide his Christian faith. 
 

My husband and I chose to send our girls to Christian and Lutheran school during their formative years.  It is a 

choice we will never regret, especially in this day and age where attitudes of right and wrong are muddied. 
 

I realize that our country’s philosophy of secular humanism is not going to go away overnight.  However, I 

refuse to accept that I am a minority as a follower of the true God (although I know I am).  Jesus tells us, in John 

15, that the world hates His disciples.  In a prior section of John 15, He relates that he is the vine and that we are 

the branches.  Our only hope is to remain connected to Jesus as our source of spiritual nourishment.  He reassures 

us, “Be faithful unto death and you will receive that crown of life.”  Rev. 2:10 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Thank you to those of you who participated in our McTeacher Night.  We raised $577.00 and will use the money 

to buy a new document camera. 
 

We continue to enroll for summer school and for the 2014-2015 school year.  We have part-time and full-time 

seats for students ages 2-6. 
 

We are accepting resumes for part-time “general positions” for the 2014-2015 school year.  You may e-mail your 

resume to the school office. 

We are pleased to report  that we have successfully completed the self-study and the site visit through National 

Lutheran School Accreditation.  We are expecting to be officially accredited through NLSA sometime in August. 

 
 

Martin Luther Academy 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
The 2013-14 school year has been a great one under the theme from Philippians 4:4 – I’ve Got Joy 
Because I’ve Got Jesus.  There has been a lot of joy in the many different activities, experiences and 
opportunities our students had throughout the school year.  It is sad to see the year come to an end 
and see our 8th graders move on to high school, but it is time.  We are excited for the start of the 2014-
15 school year.  We already have a full Kindergarten and are adding students to other classes as well.  
Thank you for your support and sharing with those you know about the wonderful educational 
opportunities for children to learn and grow in a Christian environment at MLA.  The day will be here 
soon when we have to expand to two Kindergarten classes (who knows, maybe that will be this 
upcoming school year already).  We are so blessed by our loving God as He provides us with great 
families and supportive people at Martin Luther Academy.  We are thrilled that this was such a great 
school year and we are even more excited for the opportunities that will present themselves to us next 
year.   
MLA is so thankful for your continued prayers and support as we seek to share God’s Word and love 
with the young people in our community.  MLA is not just for those considering professional church 
work, but for all students as we assist our churches and families in preparing our young people for 
being Godly people today and in the future.  Our responsibility as a Lutheran school is an awesome 
one, and one we take very seriously.  We ask that you continue to pray for us that God’s will be done.  
I hope and pray that as MLA continues in its second decade of existence, we may improve and expand 
our work here on Earth for the good of those around us and to the glory of God.  Praise be to God the 
Father who gives to us all that we need for this body and life, but more so for sending His Son to the 
earth to take our place on the cross, earning for us forgiveness and salvation.  That is a great story to 
share, and we get to tell it every day at MLA. 
Thank you for your support and have a wonderful summer. 
Yours in Christ, 
Rick Schneider, Principal 
 



Lutheran High School of KC  12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145 
816-241-5478     Fax: 816-876-2069    Website:  www.lhskc.com 

Re-enrollment Continues—It is not too late. Enrollment for the 2014-2015 
school year at The Lutheran High School of Kansas City is ongoing. The 
Lutheran High School of Kansas City is a dynamic school with much to offer 
every child. From fast-paced dual credit university courses to practical 
business and tech/trade courses, our students are achieving at a high level. 
Summer Sports Camps – Summer is not only a time to relax from a hectic 
year of school activities, but it is also a time for recreation and preparation for 
the 2014-2015 sports seasons. As in the past, LHS grade school summer 
camps include basketball, volleyball, soccer, tennis, and art. Dr. Stel will once 
again offer his basketball shooting camp and this summer a baseball hitting 
clinic has been added. Contact the school office for a flyer and registration 
form for the camps. 

 

*************************************************************************** 

2013-2014 Weekday School Session Has Ended 
The 2013-2014 Weekday School session ended with a Movie Night for all grades on Wednesday, 

May 14th.  The kids had a good time watching the Disney hit, Frozen!  We had about 47 kids 

attending, including 15 guests and about eight 7th and 8th graders that were our ticket takers and 

food servers.   

I want to take a moment to thank our teachers, who give a lot of their time and talent.  Without 

these ladies and gentlemen, our Weekday School would not be able to occur.  1st /2nd grade 

combined:  Belinda Knopp & Candace Ramos; 3rd /4th grade:  Katie Bayless; 5th grade:  Diana 

Trumble; 6th grade:  Janelle Hopkins; 7th grade:  Deacon Buchholz; and Confirmation:  Pastor 

Arnold & Pastor Froiland.  Thank you as well, to Lori Brinkmeyer and Sue Eberth for assisting in 

3rd/ 4th grade and 6th grade, respectively.  Both of these ladies helped in their respective classes 

as well as substitute taught when needed.  And finally, I want to thank several people that 

substituted when I was short a teacher or two:  Rebecca Carnes, Kelly Henry, Shawn Smith and 

Zaneta Scott were always happy to help whenever I called.   

Thank you to Andrea Arnold for teaching the music/choir portion of our Weekday School 

sessions.  The kids always do such a tremendous job when singing in church and the Christmas 

Program as well!  I heard many compliments concerning the Weekday School choir when they sang 

in church this year!  Andrea does such a wonderful job of selecting music the kids love to sing 

and that adds to our worship service.   

Thanks also to Liz Kimball for handling the Weekday School bank account.  She has held this 

“job” for several years and we are grateful for her service! 

And last, but most certainly not least, we had a new kitchen director this year.  Rachel Almstedt 

did a fabulous job creating new, healthy menus the kids loved!  Rachel was a dynamo in the 

kitchen and I am so thankful to her for stepping up and taking this position!  We have a lot of 

fabulous help in the kitchen, and the meals would not happen if it weren’t for these people:  Jan 

Sittig, Pat Toillion, and Bill and Roberta Musil.  Also providing valuable help were Margie Oswald 

(who also made the reminder phone calls), John Winfrey, John Ramos, Jill Vincenti and Sharon 

Obie.  Carol Fredericks and Eunice Rodriguez also helped to ensure the food was there to 

prepare or defrosted and ready to prepare.  Thank you all so very much!   

http://www.lhskc.com/


VBS -- Don’t miss the boat! 
Gangway to Galilee is our 2014 theme for Vacation Bible 

School!  Set sail with us to sing fun songs, do crazy crafts, 

eat yummy snacks, play awesome games, and 
more. Plus, you’ll learn all about Jesus our Savior and His 

amazing grace! Can’t wait to see you there! 
 

July 14 – 18, 2014 

9:00AM – 12:00PM 
To register, follow the links to the Vacation Bible School page on the church 

website, www.christlc.net, or stop by the registration table that’s in the Common’s 
area.  Completed registration forms can be turned into the church office. 

Look for our Donation Request Board in the Fellowship Commons area if you’d like 
to donate items to VBS! 

If you have questions or you’d like to volunteer, call Carla Jones at 816.547.4751. 
*************************************************************************** 

 
 

6/1 Bruce Dittmer 

 Karen Arendt 

 Scott Saving 

 Tarryn Fredde 

6/2 Bill Scheidker 

 Zachary Chrisman 

6/3 Scott Van Winkle 

 Katelyn Smith 

 Gabriel Jones 

 Joseph Froiland 

6/4 Lindsay Seymour 

 Emma Dammann 

6/5 Rebecca Carnes 

6/6 Dianna Perry 

 Amy Smith 

6/7 Kelli Smith 

6/8 Don Rea 

 Joseph Ramos 

6/10 Aaron Cockriel 

 Matthew Danner 

6/13 Chad Waller 

 Natalie March 

 Grayson Jones 

 

 

6/14 Delbert Clark 

 Joyce Danner 

 Brett Richardson 

 Laura Swanson 

 Eric Page 

 Christopher Jones 

6/15 Yancy Scroggins 

 Adam Page 

6/17 James Fredericks 

 Karen Cuda 

 Katie Bayless 

 Matthew Howard 

6/18 Robert Newhouse 

 Michael Danner 

 Jacob Baker 

 Kyler Long 

6/19 Brittany Ohlemeyer 

 Lynsey Carnes 

6/20 Gloria Kallenberger 

 Patty Heermann 

 Mark Howard 

 Bane Gaiser 

 Erika Stark 

6/21 Conner Hanlon 

 

6/22 Andrew Bicsak 

 Christopher Saving 

 Robert Marriott 

6/23 Keith Sanders 

 Kathy Warring 

 Amanda Hall 

6/24 Ginna Dammann 

6/25 Bradley Hagler 

6/26 Barbara Mahnken 

6/27 Nadia Morey 

 Brent Saving 

 Jessica March 

6/28 Lana Brethauer 

 Gary Kimball 

 Alexandra Penn 

 Connor Ringvelski 

6/29 Sandra Thomas 

 Paula Chancellor 

 Heather Hulber 

6/30 Dale Eggerstedt 

 Steven Brulja 

 Jessica Stubbs 

 Dylon Cox 

  

 

http://www.christlc.net/


OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) continues to meet and eat the third 

Tuesday of the month.  In May a group of 17 went to Roxanne’s.  Our 

June location has changed from the original location (Argosy Casino) to 

Cascone’s Grill North in Picture Hills. Contact Joyce White for more 

information or if you have questions about CLLG.  We won’t be meeting 

in July because of VBS, but will go to the Olive Garden in August.  After 

that we have Outback Steakhouse (September), Tiffany Greens Golf Club (October), and 

Abuelo’s Mexican Food (November).  We’d love to have you join us if you are able! 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 

We get letters…… 

Dear Christian friends – Thank you for all your concern, thoughts, and 

prayers for my recovery and good health during a very trying time my 

life.  May God continue to keep each of you in His hands and daily 

increase your faith. Jim Burnside 

 

Many thanks and great appreciation for the myriad of cards, 

expressions of Christian sympathy and “warm hugs” extended to me, Krista and the 

children at the recent death and traslation into Glory of son, Scott.  Several have asked 

about memorials.  Such may be made to:  The Mercy Cancer Foundation  Multiple 

Myeloma Research  3301 C Street – Suite #550  Sacramento, CA  95816.  Again, thank 

you for supportiveness and for your prayers.     Pastor R.R. Krueger 

 

We want to thank all who offered prayers, sent beautiful cards and comforting 

messages after the death of my brother David.  God bless you for being such a 

blessing to us. Carolyn and Jim Hogan 
 

*************************************************************************** 
 

Change in status?  Do you have any changes that have happened recently or will happen soon 

of which your church should be aware?  This might include 

graduation from high school (in which case we need your college 

address) or from college (in which case we need to remove you from 

our college list). Maybe your child will be starting kindergarten in the 

fall. We need to get that info into the system so you receive info 

regarding weekday school and other activities.   Have you stopped 

using your home phone and just use your cell phone now?  Do you 

notice that your birthday/baptismal birthday/anniversary isn’t 

included on any lists?  That probably means the church doesn’t have 

this information.  If you notice any error or omissions, or if you have 

had any changes of which we should be aware, please contact 

the church office so we can make corrections/additions.  We 

really want to have all our information correct – please help us 

with in that regard.  Thank you!  

 



5 Years from Now (Confirmands) 

On Sunday, June 8
th
, we celebrate the Festival of Pentecost.  In the 10:45AM Service on that day, 

eleven of our young people will repeat and re-affirm their Baptismal Vows as The Rite of 

Confirmation is celebrated and they receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion and are received as 

communicant members of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and of this parish.  Recently Pastor 

Arnold asked each of our Confirmands to write a brief essay entitled, “Where I hope to be in my 

spiritual life five years from now.”  We would like to share with you these essays: 

Brayden Basch – I hope to be stronger in my faith.  I will hopefully find a good church near my 

college.  I will try to come to Christ Lutheran as much as possible.  I don’t think I’ll live too far away. 

Trinity Brewer – Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to be a member of a Lutheran Church.  

I plan on graduating high school and going to either Duke University or MU. 

Sam Brown – Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to still be going to church.  I hope to be 

confirmed.  I would want to be connected to God better.  I want to go on a mission trip. 

Liam Dai - Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to be confirmed.  I hope to have strong ties 

with my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  I hope to be attending worship more often. 

Joey Ferguson - Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to be in college, and in college I hope 

to find a church I can go to, and if not, come back to Kansas City and attend church here.  I will be 

confirmed by then, and hopefully be a stronger Christian and have a lot more experiences with God 

by then. 

Thomas Henrichs - Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to be living a good, God pleasing 

life serving my country in the Marine Corps.  I also hope to be the person that people look up to and 

say “He’s putting his faith in the Lord.”  If I’m able, I would like to find a church where I can 

worship with other people. 

Matthew Knopp – Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to still be involved in going 

to church.  Also, I hope to go to college and play football while learning to be a teacher.  I 

hope to go on vacation with family and friends to spend time together. 

Tyler Pride - Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to be starting college and to enjoy.  

I will be confirmed.  Also, I will always attend church.  I will also attend church while I am in 

college and for the rest of my life. 

Joe Ramos - Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to be still involved in church.  I’ll 

come home as much as I can so I hope to continue a good relationship with God.  God is the 

most important person to me, so I will put aside anything I’m doing and come to His house 

and worship.  The Lord is the greatest person in the universe.  To the day I die I will always be 

at His house. 

Grayson Spidle - Five years from now I pray that, through the Holy Ghost, my faith has 

continued to grow. Also, I pray that God continues to strengthen my spiritual knowledge to 

understand His teachings.  Regardless if I am attending college in the area or away, I wish to 

remain faithful in my church attendance.  I also wish to receive holy communion regularly to 

strengthen my fellowship with Christ and my church.  Finally, I pray that God grants me 

knowledge in times of testing and temptation. 

Anne Thomas - Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to have a membership at a 

church.  I want to be an active member who gives to the church and to the community. 

 



"Save the Date –  
Steak and Swim,  

July 26, 2014, 3:00 pm at the Faller’s.  
More details in the coming weeks". 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 

Summer Bible Study 

On Tuesday evenings – June 3
rd

 – July 8
th

 @ 6 P.M. 
 

 

The Problem of Suffering is an honest, straightforward, 

expressive, evocative of much reflection and insight, that is 

linked closely to the suffering Savior.  Author Gregory Schulz 

speaks as a Christian father, sharing the very personal, 

difficult struggle of dealing with years of pain, suffering, and 

questions. As he shares his struggle, he bares his soul with a 

jarring honesty seldom heard in the church. His protest is 

against "God's abusive actions," and it rings true to anyone 

who's suffering of body or spirit.  

 

From the Foreword 

Warning: After you’ve read this book you’ll never be the same 

again. You will be challenged by its intellectual depth, 

encouraged by its spiritual consolation, and blown away by 

its honesty. Like a roller-coaster, it will lift you to dizzying 

heights of insight, plunge you down into the deepest 

imaginable human pain, then lift you out again into hope. 

Pain and suffering come in different sizes and intensities for different people, but they come 

inevitably to us all. A lot of ink has been spilled over the centuries on the so-called “problem of 

evil,” but there’s not much help in that. Anyone who has personally experienced the mind-

numbing and gut-wrenching impact of suffering, pain, or loss can tell you the last thing anyone 

needs in the midst of that mess is intellectual reflection and explanation. What you need is the 

honest truth. And such honesty is rarely pleasant. 

 

This study is for the whole Parish-Family and for our friends and neighbors.  Do plan on 

attending this six-week long study on Tuesday evenings.  Come one come all!!  Copies of 

the book will be available when we meet – or you can go to www.cph.org and purchase 

your own.  We already have a number of books available at a discounted price ($10).  You 

won’t regret owning this book!! 

 

 

http://www.cph.org/


A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Luke 21:1-4 
 

When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the widow’s mite (Luke 
21:1–4).  It’s a moving account.  Our Lord praises the seemingly small gift of two copper coins 
given by a poor widow above the abundance of gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this 
poor widow has put in more than all of them” (Luke 21:3).  And that is usually where we stop.  But the 
text goes on: “For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live 
on” (Luke 21:4). 
 

“She . . . put in all she had to live on.”  She gave everything.  She held back nothing.  She trusted that 
the Lord who made her and all creatures, who gave her everything she had, who redeemed her 
from her own sin, from death, and the power of the devil, who called her by the gospel and 
enlightened her with His gifts of Word and Sacrament, would continue to do this.  He would 
provide her with all that she needed for this body and life because that is the character of the 
God she had.  
 

But this is not why we give small gifts.  We give small gifts precisely because we don’t trust the 
Lord to provide for us.  We give small gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, 
redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps us in the one true faith.  We give small gifts because we 
doubt that God will really give us what we need and desire.  We give small gifts because we 
are not content with what God has already given.  
 

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant, who must give a tithe.  
We are adopted sons of the free woman.  And since we are sons, we are also heirs.  And heirs 
receive the inheritance.  For everything is already ours in Christ.  And thus moved by the willing 
spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial matters far beyond all that was done by 
those under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands.  
 

So what have you decided to give? How do you decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be 
your guide: 
 

We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 
Corinthians 16:1–2, 2 Corinthians 8:12).  And what proportion is that? We are free, for we are not 
slaves but sons.  Nevertheless, 10 %, the amount demanded for those under the Old Covenant, is a 
good starting point, unless there is a reason not to.  For we have received more from God in 
Christ, and we are free now to give more also.  So use 10 % unless there is a reason to use 5 % 
or 15 %.  
 

But you have not been set free to give nothing! See that you excel in the grace of giving (2 
Corinthians 8:7)! We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God 
who gives us all good gifts.   We are not free to live without generosity for our neighbor who needs 
us and our gifts.  We are not free to live without supporting the community of faith in which we 
live.  We are not free to live without care for our spiritual fathers (pastors) and those who teach and 
help raise our children in the faith.   We are not free to live without giving resources for the poor 
and needy.  In short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given us 
only for us.  For love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10).  And the sum of the law is this: 
Love God and love your neighbor (Matthew 22:34–40).  We love because He first loved us.  We 
give because He has given to us.  
 

Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (AE 14:240).  There is 
a reason your ten fingers spread apart.  You catch with your hands God’s gifts for what you need 
so that the rest may fall through your fingers to your neighbors—your family, your friends, your 
community, your church.  
 



Sign-up to purchase a Geranium plant or two.  We will be 

purchasing the plants for Pentecost, at a cost of $10 each.  

The purchase of the plants always helps to beautify our 

sanctuary, and after they used for the designated services, 

you can take your plants home or send them to members 

who aren’t able to make it to church. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Can you help pull weeds at church?  We have many 
beautiful flower beds, but those weeds grow so fast.  If 
you could help, that would be great.  The more people 
who will help, the fewer times any one person has to do 
the work.  Thank you for your work in keeping our 
property in good condition. 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

Wednesday Evening Midweek Service 

Don’t forget that we have Wednesday evening Services all year long.  This is a great 
time to take advantage of our “extra” service on Wednesdays during the busy summer 
months when people are taking vacations or long weekends at the lake, or maybe 
have sports tournaments.  You may be out of your regular routine, but don’t let your 
church attendance where you can hear God’s Word and partake in Holy Communion 
fall to the side.  Come and join us at 7:00PM on Wednesdays – and bring a friend! 

 

*************************************************************************** 

The Feast of Pentecost, Whitsunday 

Fifty days ago we rose with Christ to a new life.  Fifty is seven 

times seven plus one.  Seven stands for completeness and 

fullness.  Seven times seven is completeness brought to 

perfection, complete completeness.  Fifty days ago we were 

restored to the life in God and were born anew as God’s 

children.  Like newborn babes we longed for the pure spiritual 

milk.  We grew up in the home of Christ’s Church, unworried 

and happy, as true children do.  As we grew older, the Church 

prepared us for the time when we should realize that the 

unclouded childhood is a passing thing, that we are strangers and aliens, that we must 

suffer.  This preparation began as early as the Third Sunday of Easter.  Now at 

Pentecost we are declared of age.  


