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 You know of the Beatitudes – the “blessed(s)” that Jesus pronounced in that famous 

Sermon on the Mount at the beginning of the Gospel according to St. Matthew.  These 

“Blessed(s)” were given by our Lord Jesus to show what He had in store for His disciples. 

 Also, at the beginning of the Gospel text appointed for this 2
nd

 Sunday after the Trinity, is 

found a Beatitude – a “Blessed” pronounced by our Lord.  It says in the text, “Blessed is 

everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God.”  That sounds okay.  I like bread, especially 

when Andrea or her mother makes it from scratch.  This definitely sounds like the kind of 

beatitude I could live with. 

 However, it’s more than just “eating bread.”  It’s about fellowship around the table of our 

Lord – not only in the kingdom to come in heaven, but also in the “here and now” around the 

kingdom of God that manifests itself in this place at the table of Holy Communion.  I like bread.  

And who wouldn’t like to eat bread with Jesus?  Who wouldn’t like to eat the bread of life here 

in this place today? 

 But such a beatitude we hear in the text today – “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread 

in the Kingdom of God” – assumes something else.  It assumes that there are those who desire 

NOT to eat of the bread of heaven.  They want to find their bread somewhere else.  Or, they 

don’t think the bread of heaven is important or worth eating.  They could care less about it – or 

other things just seem more important, more fruitful, more filling, more satisfying.  If there is a 

“blessed are those… who do,” then we assume that there are those who “do not.” 

 Like the Sermon on The Mount… Blessed are the poor in spirit.  Are there those who are 

not poor in spirit?  Yes.  Blessed are those who mourn.  Are there those who do not mourn?  Yes.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst.  Does this mean there are those who do not hunger and 

thirst?  Yes.  Blessed are the merciful.  Are there those who are not merciful?  Yes.  So, where 

are we? 

 Such is the reason for the parable in the Gospel according to St. Luke this morning.  Jesus 

points out that there are those who are not eating the bread of life.  They are not gathering 

together at the table of life at the invitation of the Savior.  Those who were invited did not come.  

They had excuses.  They were the ones (the Jews – the chosen of God) who everyone thought 

would eat at the Lord’s feast.  They were the “righteous” according to the world.  Beloved in the 

Lord, outward perceptions do not always reflect what is going on inside. 

 Sometimes our “insides” like to make excuses to God.  Our excuses, like those that were 

listed in the text… “I bought a field and I must tend to it, I have five yoke of oxen and I must go 

examine them…” are, according to the Savior, excuses.  Those in the text were invited but yet 

chose worldly responsibilities over the meal of salvation.  I know that we at times get caught up 

in these very dilemmas.  I know what we think… I will always have the feast meal at my church.  

Why go regularly?  I have other things I would like to do – or – would have more fun doing.  We 

fall into the trap of believing what is “seemingly” important right now is the most important 

thing.  We forget that what the Lord provides for us is for today – the important life-giving day 

of today.  This is what we need right now.  We sometimes choose excuses over the blessed 

invitation.  Beloved, you know there are reasons and there are excuses. 

 “I am physically incapable of getting to Church.”  That’s a reason not to be here.  That’s 

why Pastor Froiland and I take the feast to the homes of those who are shut-in or hospitalized.  “I 

was at the lake over the weekend with my friends.”  For Christ Lutheran members, that’s an 

excuse.  I will tell you why.  There is a Lutheran Church at the lake.  You might not be in Platte 



Woods, but you are near a church where the feast is celebrated.  You might say, “There is no 

Lutheran Church near where I was this weekend?”  Well then, we will see you at the feast on 

Wednesday evening.  The Lord knows the difference between an excuse and a reason.  You 

should too. 

 Be not one of those who are invited to the Lord’s feast and yet make excuses as to why 

you were not here.  For the ones Jesus was talking about in the text, they were considered the 

chosen of God – yet, they chose what was more important to them.  The Lord Jesus would then 

explain how they were missing out on the “good stuff” that is now offered to all people.  So, in 

the story, Jesus has the servant of the house go to the highways and byways to invite those who 

wouldn’t seem “invite-able” to such a grand feast.  You see, this is who this feast – the feast of 

the bread of life – the feast of the Kingdom of God – is for.  It’s for you and me. 

 It’s an exiting privilege to be invited to the feast – we are on the list.  We act like the 

Pharisees when such things don’t matter to us – they are not as important.  Jesus’ invitation goes 

out to all saying, “Come to me – all who are sick, and heavy laden…”  You see, the invitation is 

not a note that comes in the mail that usually requests some sort of reply – like we see for 

weddings.  No, the invitation comes through the very Word of God – the Word made flesh – 

Jesus the Savior.  The invitation comes in the form of the Word, shared with you and even given 

on Calvary’s Holy Mount.  The invitation is with blood.  The invitation is more than just a fancy 

dinner – it’s the gift of life and salvation to all who believe these precious things.  Wherever 

Jesus is sitting at the table with these humble, repentant, believing sinners, there is the kingdom 

of God. 

 Beloved in the Lord, it’s at the table that the Lord teaches about “Thy Kingdom Come” in 

the Lord’s Prayer.  You see, when we are gathered guests with our Lord we are both involved in 

a present reality and a future event.  All this together as one makes this the place to be… for our 

today and for our tomorrow. 

 “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God.”  In his commentary on 

the Gospel of St. Matthew, Dr. Jeff Gibbs called the Beatitudes a “doorway through which 

readers/hearers must pass if they are to grasp aright the Lord’s great teaching in the Sermon 

(speaking of the Sermon on the Mount).”  A doorway leads you to somewhere.  Pass through and 

you find yourself in a new place.  Where does, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the 

kingdom of God” lead us?  It leads us to the kingdom.  And that is much more important than any 

activity that we could call an excuse.  The Word “blessed” is pure Gospel.  You get that title 

from God – only through the Son.  Blessed are you, beloved in the Lord.  The feast that is for 

you – is before you.  Amen. 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 

  


