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Jesus says in the text for today, “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.”  Jesus would 

have us to imitate the mercy of God.  His mercy comes before our mercy toward others.  For that 

reason, Luther said, “Before we can do acts of mercy, we must receive from God mercy. Before we 

seek Him, He finds us; before we ask for Him, He has us.” 

In the Old Testament text for today, Genesis chapter fifty, Joseph lived the Words of Jesus.  

No, Jesus did not come to be the new Joseph of the Old Testament.  Rather, Joseph was playing the 

role of Christ.  Jesus is the greater Joseph, the mercy of God.  But before the birth of Jesus and His 

words in the Gospel text for today, Joseph was the one who showed mercy and compassion toward 

his brothers that went beyond being nice.  True mercy, as Luther pointed out, comes from God first. 

And it had to in Joseph’s case especially.  Do you remember the story of Joseph and his 

brothers?  Do you remember the story that began before they found themselves all the way in Egypt 

at the end of Genesis, the text appointed for this Sunday?  Joseph was his father Jacob’s favorite son 

and his brothers resented him for it.  They were so jealous, they wanted to kill him.  Reuben rescued 

Joseph out of his brother’s hands and ended up selling him into slavery to some travelers who were 

on their way to Egypt.  While in Egypt Joseph rose in prominence in the house of Pharaoh.  He 

became the Egyptian Pharaoh’s right-hand-man. 

Years later, the sons of Jacob, the brothers of Joseph, found themselves in Egypt begging to 

buy food.  The man they needed to talk to was none other than their brother, Joseph.  At first they 

didn’t recognize him – but after a while Joseph told them who he was.  And with all that power now 

vested in Joseph, he could have crushed his brothers with one little word.  Here is where we pick up 

the Old Testament text for today.   Here is where we hear Joseph’s merciful words, “Do not fear, 

for am I in the place of God?  As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to 

bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.  So do not fear; I will 

provide for you and your little ones.” 

Joseph’s provision for his family is mercy.  Mercy poured out on the people he loves for 

their sake – for their personal goodness.  Jesus, the better and far greater Joseph provides for His 

family mercy.  Mercy poured out on the people He loves – through His very own personal suffering 

and death.  This is the kind of mercy that comes deep from within.  This is the kind of mercy that 

spills out from the inside – like the blood of the Savior on the cross.  So many times did Jesus have 

compassion, have mercy, on those in the Bible – the widow’s son, the 5000 who were hungry, the 

boy with an unclean spirit, etc. 

And here is something else that is merciful, but not as popular or well received.  It is 

merciful to tell the truth.  That is what Jesus does in the text for today.  Jesus tells a parable, an 

earthly story with a heavenly meaning that cuts to the heart of the truth.  He asks, in all honesty, 

“Can a blind man lead a blind man?  Will they not both fall into a pit?”  Jesus asks again, “Why do 

you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?”  

This is called hyperbole.  Jesus used it to evoke high feelings or a strong reaction.  The blind man 

illustration is for purposes that go beyond a man who is blind leading someone into a pit because 

they both can’t see where they are going.  That’s true – but Jesus is saying that one who is blind to 

the truth cannot lead a person into the truth.  The truth leads us into the truth.  The mercy of Christ 

shows us what true mercy to others happens to be. 

And the same goes for the speck that is in your brother’s eye as compared to the log that is 

in your own eye.  There is not an actual speck or log in your or someone else’s eye.  It’s hyperbole.  

We, at times, are quick to judge and point out the faults of others without first considering what we 



are doing or have done.  Sometimes we go as far as believing that we are lily white in a particular 

situation and words of condemnation toward others flow from our mouths in self-righteous ways.  

Mercy has us look honestly at our own lives first – the log in our eye – as we approach those who 

have wronged us – or made big mistakes they regret – or even fail to realize the wrong path they are 

taking.  Maybe seeing the log in our own eyes will cause us to approach that person in the “poured 

out” mercy that Jesus gives right into your very life from the cross.  Perhaps seeing the log in our 

own eyes will help us to understand how God is patient with this unbelieving world and with us. 

Every false religion out there in the world believes that it is a good idea to follow the 

example of the god they serve.  “Be like god in every way to your neighbor.”  As Christians we say, 

“Have compassion and mercy toward others as Jesus had compassion and mercy.”  As Christians 

we say, “Live life as Jesus did – don’t sin against your neighbor.”  Do not forsake the Word of God 

and all that it demands of you…  True what we say… but what we say sounds like so many other 

religions as I just pointed out.  So what makes us Christians different? 

I will tell you what… it is mercy.  Yes, still the same mercy that I have been talking about.  

The same mercy Jesus speaks of in the text for today.  Our Lord Jesus embodies mercy – even 

coming into the flesh to do so.  The coming of God in the flesh is Gospel.  It’s God’s gracious act to 

accomplish our salvation.  This Gospel mercy carried forth by our Jesus is different than the kind of 

mercy we could ever carry out.  I can’t die for your life.  I can’t give up everything and be saved.  

The mercy of Jesus the Savior saves us.  This pouring out of mercy for our life is different than any 

kind of godly example, any kind of good deed, any kind of merciful act toward our neighbor could 

accomplish.  When Jesus showed mercy, He came to live in the flesh as well as die in the flesh.  

That’s why I call Jesus the greater Joseph (from the Genesis text).  Joseph shows the kind of Godly 

mercy our Lord would have us imitate.  But Jesus’ mercy comes from the belly of God, poured out 

on Calvary.  It’s much more than feeding the hungry or treating the sick.  It’s even more than 

sparing the earthly life of brothers (like Joseph did). 

In the Gospel text today, just before the reading from Luke chapter six, Jesus speaks of 

loving your enemies – being good to them.  Easier said than done, right?  That’s the reason Jesus 

emphasizes this word, “mercy,” a pouring out, from inside to out, of compassion.  That’s what Jesus 

does – loves those who call Jesus an enemy.  And perhaps with this comes words like we have in 

the text about judging others – and warnings against it.  In compassion our life goes out to others – 

Like Jesus did for us.  In self-centeredness, our life looks in and then calls out to others, “shame on 

you, look what you have done.”  But the compassion and mercy of Jesus (and that of the Heavenly 

Father) far surpasses our understanding. 

In his book, The Problem of Suffering, Greg Schultz shares a sermon he preached to the 

congregation he once served.  He said, “As much as I love all of you, I would not even entertain for 

a moment giving up my son for you.”  This also causes us to ask in all reasonableness, “Father, how 

could you?  How could you give up your son?”  We fathers and mothers understand this question.  

But that’s how much God loves you.  That’s mercy.  And that mercy saves.  He loves beyond our 

understanding – so much that He gave, poured out, everything for you.  And by grace through faith, 

you have the reward earned by Christ.  You have heaven.  Praise be to God.  Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 

 


