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“Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and 

said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 

 John’s disciples went to Jesus to ask Him a question – personally, face to face, to talk to 

the Savior, asking Him directly and getting an answer from the Lord’s very own lips. What an 

advantage that would be for any of us who has a big question for the Lord.  We could walk right 

up to the Lord and ask questions in order to receive answers to life’s mysteries. 

 The “every day” man or woman who had the privilege of living during the days of Jesus 

had no idea what they had.  “What must I do to inherit eternal life?  Who’s my neighbor?  How 

can I know the way?”  These are just a few questions that were asked of Jesus during His time on 

earth in the flesh.  What questions would you ask?  Don’t you wish you could have a “personal” 

encounter with Jesus like the disciples? 

 Some would say that you can’t have a personal encounter with Jesus.  I say, you can, and 

I say you do.  Perhaps not to the point you wish you could – but the fact is you do have a 

personal encounter with Jesus.  I’m not talking about visions, dreams or “extra-biblical” 

revelations like some Christians might expect.  Who knows if such things are from God or the 

devil?  But you can touch Him.  You can hear from Him and you can ask questions.  Jesus is still 

“personal” to us. 

 St. John’s Gospel begins this way, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word WAS God.” The Word IS God and the Word is with us always.  As John 

says, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the 

only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” These words have you in mind today.  In this 

season of Advent we talk of Jesus’ coming – not so much as a child in a manger at Christmas but 

His coming again on the last day.  Advent, our celebration today, has us talking about how He 

comes – present tense.  He comes – and dwells.  He comes – and is with us.  He comes and we 

rejoice.   

You do have “personal” contact with Jesus even today – in His Word and precious 

sacraments.  Your personal contact means you can hear Jesus and receive His love and 

forgiveness of sins.  Your personal contact means you can call His name and He answers you – 

yes He answers all your prayers in His precious holy name.  Your personal contact comes at that 

altar with His most precious body and blood. Your personal contact comes when He shares these 

words, “Call upon me in the day of trouble and I will give your rest,” and “I am the way and the 

truth and the life…”  The Lord gets personal with you and you can get personal with Him. 

The disciples of John ask Jesus, “Is it you who are to come?”  They were wondering.  

They didn’t know.  Jesus told them.  Beloved, everyday you are out there in this big world with 

the people in your neighborhood and the people you work with.  You come across and talk to 

people who are wondering about Jesus and who don’t know about Jesus.  They roam this world 

in darkness.  Their world is simply them and only them.  You might be the only beacon of light 

they will know or see all week.  You might be “personal Jesus” for that person.  You might be 

the one who carries the Word on your lips.  You are the one who might be saying, in so many 

words, “The blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, 

and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them.”  They have never 

known it – because they have never known the one who speaks such words. You are the 

mouthpiece of God for those who do not know. 



Beloved when John the Baptizer was on Jordan’s Bank preaching a message of 

repentance, he was telling the truth to the children of God who didn’t know anymore what the 

truth was. John got thrown into prison because of it.  But the personal Word got personal with 

John when Jesus said, “And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

In your church you hear about sin and death.  Such things are not the most pleasant to 

talk about.  Well, we could all rather be flattered than censured.  But when it is a matter of life 

and death, flattery doesn’t go far, does it?  You wouldn’t appreciate it very much if your doctor 

would try to make you forget your fever by telling you that your red cheeks improved your 

natural beauty.  You would tell him, “I’m paying you good money to cure me, not to flatter me.” 

All the remedies in the world cannot help you if he cannot diagnose your disease and apply the 

right remedy, and you do not care how terrible the disease is that he fixes on you if he has a 

remedy to cure you.  

Well, here is the universal malady: sin.  And here is the universal remedy: the blood of 

Jesus, God’s Son, our personal Lord that cleanses us from all sin.   And blessed is everyone who 

does not take offense at this “blood-and-wounds theology” but takes refuge in the wounds of 

Christ. 

Do not take offense at the fact that your pastors will call you what you are from the pulpit 

– a sinner.  Sin is offensive and in our own personal pride, we don’t want to be told such things.  

Sometimes we live in the tension between “don’t flatter me” and “don’t call me what I am – a 

sinner.”  It’s a hard place for a proclaimer of the Word to be because many times we want to hear 

just what we want to hear about ourselves – or our world.  It doesn’t work like that. 

Your Lord gets personal with you and tells you the truth.  You are dead without Christ.  

Stop living as one who is dead.  When we ignore the Lord’s law and do it our way, we live as 

one who is dead. When laziness becomes our god, when business becomes our god, when work 

becomes our god – we are living as one who is dead.  Our personal God is a God of life, not 

death.  With our Lord is life – without our Lord is death. 

 

Turn, if you would, to page 322 of your hymnal.  Let’s read together the explanation of 

the 2
nd

 Article of the Apostle Creed. 

 

 Look how personal Jesus gets with you – born of the virgin Mary – He redeems me, a 

lost and condemned person, not with gold or silver but with his Holy, precious blood and 

innocent suffering and death.  That I may be his own and live.   How much more personal can 

one get than that.  That I may be HIS own.  I am His own.  You are His own.  Know this, dear 

Christians. Proclaim this to those you know who do not know. 

 Your personal Savior comes personally.  He comes as a person! And yes, you can go to 

Him -- personally.  Yes, He comes to you today – personally.  He is the Word made flesh and at 

this Advent-tide, we look forward to our celebration of the babe born in a manger.  And today we 

rejoice that He comes and is coming again. 

 Your Lord knows you personally.  He knows you by name.  He forgives all of your 

personal sins.  He is your Advent King who lives for you. Amen. 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 


