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 Today we celebrate All Saints’ Day, although All Saints’ Day was actually November 1
st
.  

The church has been observing a day that remembers those who departed before us – transferred to 

the church triumphant -  since around 360 A.D.  At one time this day had the name All Martyr’s 

Day so that the church could remember those who gave their lives for the sake of the church.  

Centuries later it would be changed to All Saints’ Day as not only those who died for the sake of the 

truth are remembered – so are others who have the privilege of dying in the faith and receiving that 

wonderful promise of eternal life made by our Savior. 

 The First Reading for today from the Book of Revelation gives us a glimpse into heaven – 

those saints who have gone before us rejoicing over what they have received from the Lord.  “…I 

looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes 

and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 

with palm branches in their hands and crying with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who 

sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’”  These words give us a picture of the celebration that goes on 

in heaven.  Their troubles all over, their temptations all past, their sins all forgiven, triumphant and 

rejoicing they stand before the throne of the Lamb.  These white robes they were wearing are made 

white (that is pure) because, as the text says, “They have been washed and made white in the blood 

of the lamb.”  This is what St. John, the writer of the Book of Revelation had to say about the saints 

in heaven – they are “white robed people from every nation.” 

 And then not be outdone – we hear from St. John again in the Epistle text.  The text says, 

“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God.”  We 

are the children of God who have been set free by His love.  “…we shall be like Him, because we 

shall see Him” – white-robed and all… in heaven. 

 Now as we look at our Gospel text for today, St. Matthew talks about saints on earth.  It 

places before us a well-known portion of the Bible, the Beatitudes from the Sermon on the Mount.  

These words are a “doorway” for the hearers as they pass through the teaching of the Lord for the 

sake of the saints (that is, you and me) today, giving a picture of our “saint-hood” yet to come. 

 As we look closer at these Beatitudes, they almost sound ridiculous.  The most unfortunate, 

penniless, sniveling, spineless, spiritless individual and object of contempt and scorn to every red-

blooded man or woman are at the heart of our Savior’s Words.  These are the saints on earth – the 

citizens of Christ’s Kingdom.  It doesn’t seem to make much sense – especially to all those who 

have so much earthly wealth and prestige. 

 A pastor-friend of mine once told a story about a phone conversation he had with a friend of 

his.  His friend was extremely distraught.  Life was really getting him down.  He talked and talked 

and talked about all of his troubles.  He told him about his troubles in his family, with other people 

at work, with his church, and the list went on and on.  He talked about the trouble that he was 

having over his faith and how he just couldn’t take it anymore – he didn’t think he had the energy to 

keep going to church, serving his church and helping others.  It all weighed on him too much.  This 

pastor-friend only had one thing to say to the man.  He simply said, “Blessed are the poor in 

spirit…”  That’s right – blessed is the one who has been beat down and dragged through.  Blessed is 

the one who just doesn’t think they can take it anymore.  Blessed is the one who believes their spirit 

is broken and they just and can’t even fathom moving forward. 

 Beloved in the Lord, we can relate.  No matter who we are – in riches and in poverty we can 

relate.  But why are we poor in spirit to begin with?  Well the simple answer is – because we have 

no righteous spirit in ourselves to make us what we want to be – and what God calls “Blessed.”  We 



fall short of this every day of our lives.  No matter how much or how little we have on this side of 

eternity – in this world we live in right now – we are poor in spirit without Christ.  But that at times, 

beloved in the Lord, is how we choose to live our lives – without Christ.   

You may be saying, “I have never lived my life without Christ” and that is true.  The Good 

Lord said, “I will be with you always to the very end of the age.”  He keeps that promise.  He is with 

us.  But sometimes we don’t always live as people who want Him around – watching what we are 

doing, what we are saying, and how we are acting.  We don’t always act in God pleasing ways.  We 

may boast in our forgiveness from God thinking – He will forgive me anyway, why don’t I just do 

what I want to do.  Paul addressed an attitude such as this in Romans chapter 6.  It says, “What shall 

we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?  By no means!  How can we who 

died to sin still live in it?”  We are not to sin all the more so that God’s grace may be more prevalent 

among us.  We do not have a license to do whatever we want because God is going to forgive us 

anyway. 

Beloved in the Lord, in sin we compromise our relationships.  The people we love, with 

ourselves, and especially with our Lord.  Nothing good comes from it – pain and suffering are the 

result.  We are indeed poor in spirit.  We live as people who believe we are self sufficient without 

God when in all reality we have no qualifications, no qualities that enable us to live a life worthy of 

a free pass to heaven.  We are poor in spirit. 

But as we listen to this Sermon on the Mount from our Savior Jesus we are reminded once 

again that He is talking to saints.  We are reminded that He is talking to us on a day like today – our 

celebration of All Saints’ Day.  We are blessed, beloved in the Lord.  And it’s important to know 

what being “blessed” truly means.  This word (blessed) that Jesus uses here for this sermon means 

more literally from the Greek – Great!  It was often times applied to a man who was wealthy, 

powerful, honored.  The Greeks called their false gods blessed, not because they were good and 

perfect like the one true God – but because they had power, dignity, because they were masterful.  

The Bible takes this word and gives it a higher and nobler meaning.  When our Lord said, “Blessed 

is the man,” He means to say, “Power, dignified, masterful, is the man,” he has attained to what 

God intended him to be.  He has been made perfect beyond his sufferings, and beyond his short-

comings.  And there is only one way for that to take place – that is through a “blessed – blessing” 

coming from outside of us poor miserable, incapable sinners right into our hearts.  Thank God that 

He works his work from the outside in – and we are not left to create our own righteousness – If we 

were – we would fail miserably. 

“For all the Saints who from their labors rest.” Today is a day we remember those who have 

gone before us.  We remember our “now-sainted” love ones.  They are saints.  And we are saints 

too.  Not because we deserve it or because we earned it – but because that’s how we are made.  We 

are made saints by our Lord.  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.”  

That’s comfort.  We are the poorest of the poor.  We are not righteous people by virtue of our spirit.  

But by Christ, who came to cleanse us from all unrighteousness has blessed us – made us powerful, 

dignified, masterful.   

When there seems to be no hope – blessed are the poor in spirit.  When our faith is shaken – 

blessed are the poor in spirit.  When we can’t seem to go on yet another day serving the Lord – 

blessed are the poor in spirit.  Is that what that passage means?  Yes it does.  You are blessed – no 

matter how you feel about life right now.  In Christ and His work for you on that cross – what He 

has given to you has made you what you are – saints.  Amen. 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen 


