
Sermon for Trinity 3 – Luke 15:1-10 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
  
  ―This man receives sinners and eats with them.‖ A bit shocking, isn’t it? The 
Lord keeping company with sinners? Every pious Jew, and the Pharisees and scribes 
being chief among them, knows that God is holy and righteous and loves everyone who 
follows His will. 
 

God is righteous, holy, and without sin.  For this reason, the Jews were very 
particular about with whom they would eat, with whom they would be seen, and with 
whom they would keep company.  One’s reputation was always on the line.  Pharisees, 
these well respected men of 1st century Jewish society, would have no public dealings 
with tax collectors and prostitutes.  However, privately and behind the scenes they may 
have used these people.  Perhaps a bribe taken under the table.  Maybe an evening 
escapade in the dark of the night where no eye could see.  They could take part in their 
sin privately, but scorn and ridicule them in public.  But notice the irony here: now, this 
Jesus comes along and keeps fellowship with them publically, but will have no part in 
their private sins, whereas the Pharisees would know them in sin, but disgrace them in 
public.  But Our Lord doesn't care what shame it brings: He loves sinners.  He searches 
for them, receives, accepts, adopts, and eats with them.  He lets them off the hook 
without cost or effort, without promise or condition.         
 

Tax collectors, adulterers, and the general scum of society came to Jesus.  We can 
imagine what this might look like today: all kinds of dubious characters collected in one 
spot—all the people who are viewed as a problem in our society—swindlers, con-
artists, tax evaders, junkies, alcoholics … what would happen if all these gathered 
around the Lord? Maybe we should up the ante a little bit: child murders, drug dealers, 
and rapists were all gathered around Him.  What would happen if such heinous 
criminals started filing in the pews and showing up for Communion? Would it be so 
strange if people began to grumble and say: ―He receives sinners and eats with them? 
That can’t be right!‖ 
 

Could it be right? Does our Lord have fellowship with sinners? What do you 
think? Our Lord’s fellowship with sinners is exactly the point.  Jesus puts the notorious 
sinners on equal ground as the scribes and Pharisees.  They are all His lambs.  They are 
the 1 in 99 sheep he seeks out.  They are all His coins.  They are the 1 in 10 coins He 
seeks out.  Even while they're lost, even while they're off squandering the inheritance, 
even while they hate Him, mock and ridicule Him, even while they scourge and murder 
Him, they are His lambs; they are still His coins.  He loves them and He wants them 
back.  He always and forever loves them.  All of them are precious and valuable to Him.  
All of them have been reconciled to the Father in His Sacrifice.  He died for every single 
one of them with no exceptions, no privileges, and no discretion.  He loves them all.  
And now Hell has nothing more to demand.  There is not a single sin among men that 
has not already been paid for and that has already been satisfied. And if we are His 
friend, we will rejoice with Him over every sinner that He finds the He restores, that He 



blesses, and that He causes to prosper.  If we are His friend, we will count ourselves 
among their number and be glad to call these embarrassing, shameful, uncouth, and 
evil men ―brother.’ 

 
Now, I’m not saying that the Lord accepts all the wrong things that happen on 

earth.  I’m not saying that God promotes the transgression of His Law.  No change has 
been effected in God: from Eden to Golgotha to the Eternal Jerusalem, one attribute of 
God shows forth supreme: Mercy!  He is merciful! He created Adam and Eve and gave 
them all things.  After man’s fall into sin, He clothed them and protected them from 
eternal death.  In mercy, He gave His only Begotten Son to be crucified.  As today’s 
chief hymn says, addressed to God the Father: ―For your Son has suffered for me, Giv’n 
Himself to rescue me, Died to save me and restore me, Reconciled and set me free.  
Jesus’ cross alone can vanquish These dark fears and soothe this anguish.‖  In mercy 
God receives penitent sinners into heaven.  God loves sinners.  God loves sinners not 
because they sin, but because they are His children, gone astray, in trouble, and 
threatened with irreparable disaster and destruction if they can’t find their way home.  
So great is the damage of sin wrought in the lives of His children that God’s mercy is 
the only thing that could save them.  Our sins are many.   God’s mercy is more.  
Sadness consumes the sinner.  Unending joy awaits the sinner who repents.   
 

And so the truth our Lord hoped to exact from the Scribes and Pharisees 
(namely, the reality of their sinfulness), God’s word seeks to do this day from us.  Do 
we believe? Yes, we believe in Jesus.  Do we believe that we are sinners? Do we number 
ourselves among the transgressors? If so, this is the pivotal starting point to continued 
redemption in Christ.  Much like the Pharisees, have we looked down upon other 
sinners? Have we spoken poorly of others? Have we upheld others reputations no 
matter the cost? Do we look for the bad in someone instead of the good? 
 

When we speak awful things about others, Christ still speaks a good word about 
us.  He chooses to be seen with us.  He chooses to keep company with us.  He chooses 
to have a meal with us.  And the Pharisees weren’t wrong in saying that the company 
you keep, whom you eat with, and so on, says a great deal about your reputation.  
God’s reputation is on the line.  And that’s what makes the Lord’s Supper just that 
much more significant.  God’s sinless and perfect being cannot be marred by our sins.  
However, our identity changes: we are made righteous by God’s mercy.  Do we remain 
sinners? Yes.  Are we forgiven sinners? Absolutely.           
 

So repent and believe.  Believe you are a sinner.  Believe you have a Savior who 
covers your sins.  Cause heaven to celebrate.  Make the angels rejoice.  Amen.      

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen. BJF 


