
Sermon for Trinity 9 – Luke 16:1-9 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
  
  Sin is quantifiable.  This means that one can begin to count and number the 
wrongs that they have committed against the law.  The Law, best defined in the 10 
Commandments is the measure by which sins are counted.  And so the Lord tells His 
disciples of the story of dishonest manager, ―‘There was a rich man who had a manager, 
and charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions.  And he 
called him and said to him, ‗What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of 
your management, for you can no longer be a manager.‘‖  The excel spreadsheet 
presented to the rich man by the manager‘s accusers showed irreconcilable figures that 
demanded an explanation.  All the facts pointed to the manager squandering the rich 
man‘s belongings.  The stats seemed to reveal a steward pocketing the losses of his 
master.  The manager‘s transgressions against his rich master were quantifiable, 
according to the charges brought against him.   

The rich man also had debtors.  The quantity of their debts could be counted.  
The manager knew their debts as the Scriptures proclaim: ―So, summoning his master‘s 
debtors one by one, the manager said to the first, 'How much do you owe my master?' 
He said, 'A hundred measures of oil.'  He said to him, 'Take your bill, and sit down 
quickly and write fifty.'  Then he said to another, 'And how much do you owe?' He said, 
'A hundred measures of wheat.'  He said to him, 'Take your bill, and write eighty.'‖  
What the debtors owed, much like what the manager seemed to owe the rich man, were 
hard numbers.  A hundred measures of oil, a hundred measures of wheat, sins against 
God and our neighbor—they can be counted and numbered. 

Are there times that we count them? Do we number them? Not oil or wheat, of 
course, but sins? Not our sins, of course, but the sins of others.  Do we harbor in our 
hearts the wrong that has been done to us by others? Do we keep the sins of others in 
mind just in case they come after us? Perhaps we have a whole well-rehearsed arsenal 
of the past sins of someone else, just waiting to be unleashed! Our corrupt human hearts 
prove again that sin is quantifiable.     

The disciple Peter also knew that sins were quantifiable or able to be counted.  
But Peter asks, is the Gospel also quantifiable? ―‘Lord, how often will my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?‖ How does Christ respond? 
Can the Gospel and the forgiveness of sins be counted like the law? 
 

Today we witness the immeasurable gift of the Gospel: I want you to notice that 
nothing was asked of this young lady this morning: no commitment to the Lord, 
because the Lord has already fully and completely committed Himself to her.  No 
covenant to pledge her life to Him, because He has sealed a covenant by His blood in 
His death for her. 
 



In today‘s Gospel, the manager‘s first reaction upon hearing the crisis of losing 
his job was to rely on his human point of view.  What can he do, humanly speaking, to 
save himself from the mess he caused? He thinks of two alternatives: digging or 
begging.  But even for these, he was too weak and too ashamed.  He had hit rock 
bottom.  There is nothing he could do for himself to escape this crisis.  The solution to 
the manager‘s problem came from outside himself.  His entire plan—slashing the debts 
of his master‘s debtors—was based on the assumption that his merciful master would 
have mercy.  The manager fully and completely puts his trust in the kindness, 
generosity, and mercy of his master.  No works, no efforts, or no riches of his own given 
to his master will suffice to get him out of this dilemma.       

 
In Holy Baptism, there is simply no place for what we can do for God.  In Holy 

Baptism, we are not gladly and duly obeying Jesus‘ command (even if we could), 
because Jesus has already gladly and duly obeyed every command of the Law for our 
sakes in His perfect keeping of the law, in His suffering, and in His death.    
 

Even the words she spoke during the rite of Holy Baptism were not her own.  
They were given to her and to all of us by the generations of the faithful who have gone 
before us.  Her faith toward God and her fervent love for all mankind will forever and 
only be grounded in the words spoken over her today: belief in God the Father 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; belief in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified and was buried, He descended into hell, the third day He rose 
again from the dead and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead.  Belief in the Holy Spirit, the Holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  The Triune God has given new birth by water and 
the Holy Spirit and the forgiveness of sins to life everlasting.  When baptized, this God 
placed His Triune Name upon her and given her a new name, the name Christian.   
 

What does all this mean? I speak to you Paul Gerhardt‘s final stanzas of his 
baptismal hymn: ―O Christian, firmly hold this gift/And give God thanks forever!/It 
gives the power to uplift/In all that you endeavor./When nothing else revives your 
soul,/Your Baptism stands and makes you whole/And then in death completes you … 
So use it well! You are made new--/In Christ a new creation! /As faithful Christians, 
live and do/Within you own vocation, /Until that day when you possess/His glorious 
robe of righteousness/Bestowed on you forever!‖    
 

Because you are baptized, you will be commended by the merciful master.  You 
will be received into eternal dwellings because your sin is washed away in the blood of 
the Lamb.  Amen.  

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen. BJF 


