
Invocavit Sunday [Lent 1] – Matthew 4:1-11 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
     

One of the best strategies in battle is using the opponents‘ greatest weapons 
against them.  The devil, or the tempter, as He‘s called in today‘s Gospel, is a master of 
this technique.  Notice how the tempter addresses Christ: ―… Son of God, command 
these stones to become loaves of bread.‖ Jesus was in the desert, fasting for forty days.  
His stomach grumbled for bread.  But still, the tempter knew that this man was true 
God in the flesh.  Was it not he who called the light and the stars, the earth and waters, 
and all plants and creatures into existence by His Word? Was it not His voice which 
created everything out of nothing? Making stones into bread would be a snap with a 
track record like that!  
  Jesus was in desert fasting forty days and forty nights.  This task was exhausting.  
Death would have been an easier way out than to have to suffer in such conditions.  So 
the tempter knew that this was true God in the flesh.  Was He not the Lord who keepeth 
Israel, who neither slumbers nor sleeps? Was not He the Creator who knows and holds 
the power of determining man‘s days on earth and when He should die? The tempter 
addresses the Lord, ―… Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, ‗He will 
command his angels concerning you,‘ and ‗On their hands they will bear you up, lest 
you strike your foot against a stone.‘‖ After all was it not Jesus who descended the 
heavenly throne not counting equality with God a thing to be grasped? Was it not He 
who took the form of a servant, being found in the human form and humbled? Could 
not He control the time of his demise and flee from the world of suffering whenever He 
wished? 

Finally, the tempter, knowing Christ to be true God in the flesh, shows Him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their glory and said, ―All these I will give to you, if you 
fall down and worship me.‖  Was Jesus not the Lord who owns every beast of the forest 
and the cattle upon a thousand hills, and all the fowls of the mountains and the beasts 
of the field? Does He not still take care of them? Why not use them for His own 
pleasure and enjoyment?  The tempter sought to lure and entice Him into using His 
own power for His own purposes.  

The tempter‘s tactics are strong and our hymn still rings true of the devil: ―The 
old evil foe/now means deadly woe/deep guile and great might/are his dread arms in 
fight/on earth is not his equal.‖  And he marks his targets as those who are marked by 
the Blood of the Lamb.  It‘s no accident that the synoptic Gospels list the temptation of 
our Lord after His baptism, with Matthew‘s and Mark‘s accounts immediately so.  
Therefore, we who are baptized into Christ‘s name, the tempter zeros in on us.  ―This 
world‘s prince may still/scowl fierce as he will.‖ 

The Tempter is real.  His strategy is always to awaken in us our doubt toward 
God.  His plan is to make us uncertain that God is seeking our best.  His scheme is to try 
and make us imagine that we would be happier if we took our destiny into our own 
hands, that we would be happier it we were God.  Adam and Eve were the first to 



succumb to His carefully crafted lies.  ‗Such a thing God could not have said!‘ ‗Surely, 
you will not die?‘ ‗God is trying to keep you from fulfilling your capacities.‘  Since the 
fall of our first parents into sin, it is impossible to avoid temptations.  They are an 
inescapable part of every human life.  None of them come from God, ―for God cannot 
be tempted with evil and He Himself tempts no one.‖ But the Lord said also in the 
Gospel of Matthew, ―… it is necessary that temptations come.‖  But the tempter would 
have you believe that God put those temptations before you, so why not give in? 
―Though devils all the world would fill/all eager to devour us‖ 

Devils such as guilt and anger are the two chief weapons of Satan.  He plants 
them in our human hearts and lets them fester as long as possible.  Guilt is holding onto 
a sin which we have committed and burying it so deep that no one can see it, not even 
ourselves.  But then, at the opportune time, when we face trouble or sickness or death 
the devil throws it all in our face.  The second weapon is unrighteous anger stored up to 
bitterness.  This happens when we are imitators of the devil, storing up sins other have 
committed against us and waiting until the opportune moment to let ‗em have it.  If 
enough time lapses, the sin is no longer what we‘re mad about, rather, a demonized 
characterization of the offender.  Satan bamboozles us by getting us to consider our real 
enemies to be people, even our own brothers and sisters in the church! Our real enemies 
are not misguided people, but the master of trickery behind the scenes, the devil 
himself.  He tries to turn us to attack our loved ones in the world, our families, and the 
church. 

What weapon can we use to fight such a battle? Who will help in our time of 
temptation? He who overcame temptation.  ―…For us fights the valiant One/whom 
God Himself elected/Ask ye, who is this? /Jesus Christ it is …‖ The Lord uses the 
tempter‘s best weapons against him.  Though Christ was tempted, He overcame 
temptation for you.  ―Because He Himself suffered and been tempted, He is able to help 
those who are tempted.‖  And like His forefather, young David, who used Goliath‘s 
own sword to cut off the dead giant‘s head, so the Son of David destroys death by His 
own death.  Death is swallowed up in death.  All the baptized now mock, ―O death, 
where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?‖ And as for the devil, ―… he can 
harm us none. /He‘s judged the deed is done; /One little word can fell him.‖ 

The best weapon in the hour of temptation is the Word of God.  Since it is the 
strategy of the Tempter to try to make us trust our own human thoughts, feelings, and 
emotions, our best defense is the simple words: ―It is written.‖  What is written? ―This is 
my Body.‖ One little word can fell him.  ―This is my Blood.‖ One little word can fell 
him.  So the very products of Christ‘s death--Body and Blood—are the strongest 
weapon against temptation.  Come to the Lord‘s Supper and witness death‘s undoing.  
Frequently receive His Body and Blood when you feel temptation‘s lock and guilt‘s 
gnawing despair.  ―With confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.‖  ―Our Victory has been won;/the 
kingdom our remaineth.‖ Amen.            

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. Amen. BJF


